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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Editor of the former Debates considers 
that no apology is necessary for the continuance 
of what, when completed, will afford great and 
valuable information, on a sulyect confessedly the 
most important to the interest of the British as 
well as the Indian Empire. 
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PROCEEDINGS, i:c. 


EAST-INDIA HOUSE, Jmx is, 1S13. 

A Special General Court of Pl’oprietors of East- 
India Stock, was this day held', in consequence 
of the reason which the Court of Directors ha4 
to expect, that, previously to this day, the opinion: 
of the Hon. the House of Commons, lipon the 
subject of the Company’s Charter would have 
been so far ascertained, as to have enabled the 
Court to communicate the same, for the consi- 
deration of their constituents, 

The minutes of the last Court having been 
gone through, — 

The Chairman (Robert Thornton, Esq. M. 
acquainted the Court that, by the second section pf 
the third chapter of Bye-Laws, it w^is directed 
that the Bye-Laws should' be read at the first 
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General, Court after the election; and he there- 
fore moved, That an abstract of the said laws 

be now read which abstract was read ac- 
cordingly. 

The Chaipnan then observed, that, in con- 
formity with the fifth section of the first chapter 
^of Bye-Laws, sundry papers, which had been 
laid on the table of the House of Commons, 
should now be laid before the Court. 

The Chairman proceeded to inform the Court, 
that the Court of Directors had communicated 
to Sir Hugh Inglis, the unanimous resolu- 
tion of the General Court of . the 24 th of March 
last, requesting his aid and assistance during the 
remainder of the negociation with His Majesty’s 
gayernment. To this proposition Sir Hugh had 
returned an answer, expressive of the high gra- 
tification he derived from tliis additional proof of 
kindness and confidence-- which was immediate- 
ly read to the Court. (See Appendix, No. I.) 

The Chairman again addressed the Court, ob- 
serving, that he had a very serious duty to per- 
form/ a duty imposed on the high situation to 
which hf had the honor of being raised, and 
whicji he was iiiost anxious to diiicharge with a 
warm attachment to the interest of, the Com- 
pany, with a/strict impartiality to the public,^ 
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arid with th^t plain and correct perspicuity which 
would render the subject to be submitted to 
their attention, cleat, precise, and intelligible — 
a most important subject indeed, and one which 
every gentleman present would very easily anti- 
cipate. They were how assembled for no less a 
purpose than to be informed of the decision of the 
House of Commons, as far as it had yet proceed- 
ed, on the great question of renewing the Com- 
pany’s Charter. They all knew, without its 
being unnecessarily detailed by him, wliat had 
passed in that House ; he had, therefore, in 
the first instance, only to lay before the Court 
an explanation of the various proceedings which 
had taken place, since the Directors had last the 
honour to meet them. He should venture, after 
the several documents had been read, to address 
them in a few words. But it would promote the 
regularity of their proceedings, if a paper was 
previously submitted to them, containing the 
proceedings of the Court of Directors, which 
had been drawn up for the express purj)ose of 
acquainting the Proprietors with the conduct 
pursued by the dourt, during the exccutidfftsof 
that most interesting' and moipentous Charge 
which had been entrusted to th^ir managem^. 
There would also be laid "before^ them the evi- • 
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4ence idduced, on behalf of the Gompanjr, be> 
foi^ .tbe two Houses of Parliament ; together 
niih a letter addressed by the Chairs to the Earl 
«f Liverpool; the minutes of what passed at a 
rwjference with the Lords Livei^ool, Castlereagb, 
And Buckinghamshire, on the loth of this month, 
die would make no farther observations till the 
documents, he had mentioned, were read. 

The/rs< document (see Appendix,No. 1 1.) was 
the “ copy of a letter from the Chairman and De- 
puty Chairman of the Court of Directors, dated 
May 27, 1813.” 

. Mr. if. Jac/rwBi inquired, whether any answer 
bad been returned to this letter > 

The Chairman replied, a short answer had been 
returned, stating, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
would be glad to m.ect any gentlemen, deputed 
by the Court of Directors, on the points referred 
to in the letter. 

The second document (see Appendix, No, III.) 
was the,“ minutes ofa conversation between a de- 
patation appointed by the Court of Directors, 
namely, the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman, 
^r:HughrInglis, Mr, Mills, Mr. Grant, and Lords 



])Ir. Hoare Wished to know, its . a conversation 
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had taken place between His Majesty’s Minf^teh 
and , a deputation from the Coiirt of IKrector^^ 
whether the paper which had just been rcad, ct>n^ 
tained a fair and complete relation of thefacts, or 
was merely a reijttd^df them, by thb gentlem^ 
who attend^^d on behalf. of the Company? 

'J lie Chairman in reply stated, that it 9 
recital o{ tlie facts, agreed to by iotA parties.-^ 
He certainly did not mean to say, . that it com- 
prised the wnole of the conversation which passed, 
because the conference lasted about two hours; 
but all the parties agreed, that the principal points 
were fairly stated. In consequence of the question 
of a learned Proprietor (Mr, Jackson) he had 
sent for Lord Liverpool’s answer to the letter 
the Chairs. It was a very short one, and, ili 
fact, not at all material, as it only expressed his 
Lordship’s readiness to meet any gentlemen whom 
the Court of Directors might think proper to 
appoint. 

Mr, R, Jachon observed, that the anxiety of 
the hon gentleman (Mr. Hoare) arose froj^ a de» 
sire to, know specifically, whether the au^enticitjr 
of those minutes had been confirmed by*any thing 
like a mutual admission of the fapt agreedTtd^by 
both the parties. , * 

The C/^in»an answered^ that k bai 
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The third document (see Appendix, No IV.) 
consisted of the copy of tBe resolutions commu- 
cated by the Hon. the House of Commons to the 
Right Hon. the House of Lords, respecting the 
affairs of the East India Cottipany.” 

The Chairman stated, that these resolutions 
.^ete printed, and would be delivered, on appli- 
cation, to any Proprietor who would call for them. 

Mr. Ilume inquired, whether the Chairman 
had any communication to make relative to the 
8th and 13th articles, as they stood in the original 
list. 

The Chairman answered in the negative. 

Hhkifoarfk document (see Appendix, No. V.) 
tvas the copy of a letter from the right hon. the 
Earl of Liverpool to the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, dated Mays;), lSl3.” f 

The Chairman then directed that the Jifth do- 
cument (for which see Appendix, No. VI.) 
should be read. It was a note from the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, dated June 13, 1813, giving 
his section, and that of Lords Liverpool and 
Gastlereagh, to the minutes of the conversation 
whffih hall taken place between their Lordships 
an^ f deputation from the Court of Directors. 

The sixth document consisted of the evidence 
delivered, on Behalf of the Company, before the 



EAST-HfWA HOUSE. 


I 


Houses of Lords and Commons. The Chairman 
observed, that it vvoul^, of course, be read shorty 
as it had already been printed, and laid before 
the Proprietors . 

He would next be^fo have a paper read which 
was most material, and to which he would hum- 
bly request the serious attention of the Proprie-^ 
tors. It was a statement, drawn up by the Court 
of Directors, giving an account of their proceed- 
ings, under the very important circumstances 
which had taken place : it related to every thing 
that had passed, with reference to the renewal of 
the Company’s Charter, since the Directors had 
last tlie honour of meeting their constituents. It 
was a detail, which, after it had been properly 
weighed, would call for some serious determina# 
tion on the part of the Court, It came down to 
the latest date, that of the preceding day, and 
comprised every event which had occurred, on 
the subject of the Charter, since the 24th of 
March last. — (See Appendix, No. VII.) 

The Chairman then informed the Courts that 
all the documents were now read, which wefe n^; 
cessary to shew t(r the Proprietors thq^ajjjier 
in which the Directors had conducted themsdv| 3 . 
They had no power to proceed any farther ; — to 
the Court, therefore, tttey nrade a j^olemn appcal| 
after the perplexed and dilBcult circtfmstance^ in 
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which thfey had been placed.’ They had «nde|i 
vourrf to comply with the tyishes and instructiprts 
<Kf the' Proprietors ; and they had, to their utnlost 
ilility, supported the interest of the l^ompanyi 
ib(h in their conferenees ^vifth His Iwfajes^’s 
Ministers, and in the House of Parliament; but he 
^regretted to say, that they had been in a great de- 
gree unsuccessful : they had been overpowered by 
what he feared was the opinion of the nation. The 
period was Very unfortunate in which they had 
been called upon to make their defence against 
unfounded accusations, to combat capricious pre-* 
jfudicesi to expose fallacious hopes, and to main- 
tain the interest of both empires, while standing 
up for the integrity of the Company. The public 
mmd had been roused by disappointments in 
trade— a great stagnation had taken place — and 
the people, generally speaking, had no vent for 
their manufactures. Jt was natural, under such 
circumstances, for the manufacturers to complain, 
and to look out for new sources of commerce ; 
it , natural for them to be seduced by any 

ppsp^ct, however fallacious, which would sooth 
th^;^ b jj^,and to be led away by every argument. 
If ^it,, were but specious, which promised relief: 

formed some apology for thm ; but, unfor- 
tunately, all jheir prosp^ts and all their hope^ 
were directed toward, and bore hard upon.tbie 
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Company# It certainly was natural for the 
ihind of man, in such a sitiiation, to grasp at that 
which was not substantial. This had been thia 
case in 4be present instance: and he deeply 
lamented, that persons, disappointed in theit 
other speculations^ had been too powerfully sup- 
ported in making successful inroads on the Com- 
pany ; for, he was of opinion, they were only 
likely to obtain that which would do themselves, 
no good; but which, being snatched from the 
Company, would inflict much injury on thosb 
who deserved well of their Country. ^ 

No benefit (bethought) could possibly result to 
either party from the arrangement proposed ; bu^ 
he lamented his Majesty’s ministers did not see the 
subject in that light; and he regretted to state, 
the Company were not sufficiently supported 1^ 
the Legislature. The new system which was formed 
for the Company, if they accepted of it, would, 
at the same time it increased their losses, diminish 
their trade; their attempts to extend, to replace, 
or to exchange any existing system, would only add 
to their expenditure, and the revenue would, every 
day become more deficient. In the coum of the 
debate, as well as in the public prints, taucR^un- 
founded obloquy had been levelled at ihe Cdb- 
pany. They iiad been palled, as it were, ^ a public 
nuisance, a monopoly that afforded ho advantage to 
the country:” but it should not be forgotten, that 



were a monopoly wbjch^ ha4 won |n 
Kingdom, wliicb had formed an Empire, and 
had ruled that Empire >(ith justicp and .inte- 
grity. (Apjtlause.) He thought it was right 
at the same time fo state, that if they had 
^uch hard language to contend with from some 
.quarters, ^hey had also the consolation to have 
received ample and honourable testimonies of ap. 
j^lause and approbation, from men of the most 
distinguished talents : this they might fairly set 
in opposition to the contiimely that had been • 
heaped upon them. It was generally admitted by 
pt^lllic men, by the members of both Houses of 
parliament, by theyeryMinistersthemselves, who, 
he, apprehended,, bad listened too seriously to the 
throughout the country, and were now propos- 
ing this alteration in their system-all persons and 
parties had admitted the worth and integrity of the 
Directors themselves, and in a more especial and 
particular manner had borne testimony' to the zeal 
and abilities of their servants. It was admitted, at 
the very moment when so material a change ias 
proposed, that it did not arise from any error in 
.the management of their affairs • that it did not 
jproeceu from any want of e*xpericnce ; that it 
w^-npt occasioned by any deficiency jn that 
>t|pwl<jdge which was requisite Ipr the perform- 
,ance of their, arduoils duties, as sovereigns and 
merchants. At former periods, indeed, the Compaq 
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*iy ^iirict tMirkrvahfs had been termed spoilers an| 
o'ppressbrs,'' aiMl ther^ore it was 'argiied, that the 
mocife 0 ? governing India should be altered : hut 
no such reproach was whispered in the present 
day.. They were n6w told, not that the Com^ 
pany deserved to tfe abandoned and despoiled^ 
but that the intended change wras salutary for the 
country at large, and, therefore, must be com-^ 
passed and tnaiutained. It was not attempted to 
be said, that either mdl-administratidh mis- 
management rendered this change nhe^sary. 
No man had the hardihopd to assert that; hut 
such, however, was the necessity of the country, 
sueli was the tide of popular bjiiHibh, so fbrdibly 
did the cant term a free trade^^mperate in con- 
sequence of reasons which he had already 
plained ; so powerfully did it rUn through thte 
whole kingdom, that as well might they attempt 
to bind the sea in fetters, as to stop by the efforts 
of eloquence and argument, or even of evidence 
and facts; the current of that opinion, which then 
set in against them. A great number of mem- 
bers of Parliament were arrayed agairiigt the 
Company, ahd tlipy were, consequently^ left in 
a minority in the House of Commons, * Perhaps 
it might be a cause of surprise, that the friends of^ 
the Company did not jippear to make a stand at an 
^arlidr period of the debates. The^:ruth was, they • 
C2 . 



(fUPh of the Directpjw ag were Members) had con* 

•ujted with the little partjr.|)y. whk!iktbeintere8ts 

of theCompaDy were wpportedj they had ex. 
h^ined public opinion in the bea^ manner pos* 
fble; the utmost was done that eould- be 
done, but the temper of the House was. such, 
^■that It was not thought proper to eome to 
an hasty division. At length, on a question 
which was raised, for the purpose of trying 
whether His Majesty’s Ministers felt an anxious 
desire to make an, experiment in a con.- 
fined ‘way, and without running such risks as 
li® apprehended by allowing a free 
tr?de, fiom the out-porta to India, and from In- 
dia to the ouUports, the opinion of the House of 
Comniipns was taken. On that question the 
Company was unsuccessful, as it was before 
augured they would be; their supporters found 
themselves to be a small, party, and consequently 
unable to contend with the, nation. 

The Directors having discharged their duty, 
they now came to the Court, 'regretting that 
they thad been thus far unsupported. Their 
argumjjjjts in defence of tlje Company were 
on record. The evidence brought forward 
at the bar of both Houses, they had hoped, . 
would have convinced the .most blind, and'thoso 
who were m6st determined against the Com. 
pony, of the justice of their cause. Certainly, 



ft tiumter of g^flettien liad cotnc forwarf^ 
tpeafc in -(fefeb<*e jjf tKeJr rights. ThoSc 
gentlemen lilid^'dhfte >the greatest honour to 
themselves; and hhndtn’oh th^ 

gj^stem of Indian adbliitfStratlon. Thdy shewed 
iri a clear and dlltittdt marihier; by'what supdriot 
mindsi' India; had' been/ governed. They dis- 
played as much intelligence, as^mueh knowledge, 
and as unsuHied an integrity, aS cbuld be formed 
in the minds of any men wb^ltever; (Loud 
applause.) Their evidence^ wodld alWays 
read with interest 5 ‘ it would lito for Oveif fAf 
this country'*/ that Court was tiS|jhiy obfiged fe 
them; nothing but a change? iW pubKc Opinion^ 
formed on public necessity, and'jjefrsevercd in by 
interested prejudice, could have pr^vented'^ticli 
evidence from having its full and prepodderating 
weight ^ 

He had now to* state, that 'the ptificipal alarnfi 
of the Directors had been raised, iest they should 
hereafter, in consequence of the system' propos- 
ed, be. subjected to great difficulties with respect 
to thd Company’s funds at home. These Vere 
required for the r^sgular payment of 
charges, and for other expenses, of vaQo^s 
-descriptioTls, Which Were to be mef in this Couni 
try. ^ This point had* been ably argued, aiid 
though their fears- were not altogether done away, 
yet Go^m meat had certainly cofnO forward; 
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in some degree, lessened fhyr appreh^siorts ; 
relief was promised to thefn if thfey shoufef Suffer' 
fcythis new system, provided ,110 hl?sGonduct of 
•tfieirs operated agaiiist"^. Thu?,Sf tli^y Vrere 
to oppress and ovblay the priVafe'^trader, for 
ihc sake of pirflmg him down' this would be 
^iiohsidcried as misconduct;' but uilless such a 
charge were substantiated against thetri, Govern- 
inent had stated in' the face of Parliament, thkt 
should any losa impair their funds at home^ 
they would relieve the Company in such an un- 
fortunate dilemma. It Wds something to /obtain 
even this ptomi 5 fe,irhich was stated in the minutes 
of the conv^rsklSbn recently held with- His 
Miyesty's MWisterS, to w'hich tliey had given 
.fteir sanction, and which the Court had already 
heard read* They had’ alsd their fears respecting 
the Company’s restricted and curtailed commerce, 
—arid they dreaded the consequences of being 
charged with interfering With or impeding tlie 
private traders, aw^re liow such a charge might 
be exaggerated and inflamed. He hoped that no 
Ovent would occur which might give a colour to 
suejj^n accusation ; but, sliQuId such an attempt 
be made, the Directors had so strongly laid in 
tieir claim td fair and disinterested ex^imination, 
as effectually to provjde against s'ubh a contingen- 
cy. The Directors had also been relieved from 
aomc uneasiness as to settlers going to the inte- 



rior of the country; GoveiT)m6nt had devised 
considerable degree <jf check, which wo^ld ’.be 
extremely salutary, although it was not quite s6 
elFicacious as they could wish. The traders were 
now restricted to the three presidencies and thq 
Prince of Wales's Idand, in the first instance. 
They had also been successful in securing, for 
twenty years, 'a Charter, such as it. was, granting 
the exclusive trade to China, and the trade to 
India.— There was,, at one moment, a fear that the 
Legislature would not have granted a Charter qf 
so long a duration. It was not in his power.tp 
lay before the Conrt the bill gpp^ded.pn.jtbe rp^ 
solutions ; and he conceived thf|t..!dtey could not 
judge of what their real circurastapces were, tijl 
they were in possession of that bill ; till they 
were made acquainted with its details, and saw 
how fiw it agreed with the resolution?. He there? 
fore apprehended, that it would not be. right 
(at the same time that he did not presume to 
dictate any thing to the Court) to come to a de- 
cision on that clay. It would, perhaps, be better 
to defer any discqssion till the bill, whiph.em. 
braced the greatest^of all po.ssible subjects, wa? 
laid regularly before them. The present should 
thcre%e pnly bp a period of deliberation, pnd^ 
Ws certainly, open to ?ny gentleman tp (kliycf 
his opinions. He would, howcver,*humbly sug- 
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gesfc thfi propriety of deferring any final deter- 
miiuition till the' biil^irki 
begged feave to etatoj tliat^in offering tbbie 
sideratioha to the gentleniert \v^hd.\teroUbere as^ 
tcmbled, he spoke' hia owO oiily; iHe 

wotdd make bneiinore remark’ befbte he iatdowb^k 
fo the last Charter matiy appatcnt jjbfita wei^ 
^ bflferfed to theOrt 'some of them tttfhed ottt 
teerelyimaginary they hever were teamed by ihi 
Corafpany!' In offering the present Charter, suoH 
)as it was proposed to be, there was very little profit 
hinted at; indeed, if any’ thing gOod arose from it; 
tt Wai almost mdrothan they dared to hope for ; at 
ttOi&me timo/iPmust be allowed that something; 
at all Events, hSd been procured beyond whfit at 
She time was expected. ■ ^ 

Mr. !Ioare said, he urtderstood the hoO'. 
Chairman did not mean to express the sentiments 
of the Court of Directors; but it might be sup- 
posed, by what fell from him, that some de- 
termination had been come to by them. If it 
were so, it ought to be avowed at once ; tlm 
Court of Proprietors ought to be left irt 
darki'»‘ ‘ ' 

* ' The Chairman said, the Coiirt of Director^ 
come to no determinatfOnV he "Md^'Orily de- 
livered his oWn ih4ividual djiidfch, 'ahd'ttlatf*^lTl 
a very limiteff degree. What deterininatiofi^bbhld 
the Court of Directors come to?— It was for the 
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O(iurtof Proprietors Jo judge o£ subject ft 
they pleiased* He had hui»it>ly endeavoured 
to state his regret, thnt the Court of Directors 
had not succeeded, better in the House pf Com- 
mons, but he ventured to add, on^ bis pwn part, 
that soAiet|iing had been carried* He had 
giested farther, ,that should the Dir^ct^s^ ; he ^ 
called on to continue their functions, they would 
feel it their duty, if they acted at alh to act up to 
the spirit of the Legislature. They would pply 
undertake their duties in the way in which t,ho 
J^gislature should call on them to undertake 
them. There was. one other circumstance which 
lio wished to mention. 1 he Directors thought 
it expedient to oppose, on their part, any delay 
in the House of Commons— th s they did, be- 
cause they felt that the safety of India might be 
compromised by it ; and that the integrity of the 
Company’s character, and the stability of their 
affairs, might suffer by a long period of suspense* 
The business was. now no longer with the Court 
of Directors, it rested with the Papliament the 
Empira. In conclusion, he begged to be understood 
as having offered no decided opinion whatever. Itr 
was a complete misconception, if the bon. gerTtl^ 
man aiupposed that he wished to prppose any lin^ 
of conduct for the adoption of the Court. 

V 
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Mr. Davis rose, but gav^ way to 

Mr. Hoare^ who said, before they entered on 
the business of the day, he should be glad to 
know, whether they were to consider the decla- 
ration of the Chairman, as the opinion of the 
Court'of Directors, because, if they were, there 
' were some parts in the hon. Chairman’s speech 
of which lie should like to t^lkc notice. If they 
were not so to consider that declaration, he should 
be perfectly satisfied. The sentiments made use 
of by the lion, gentleman might be those of the 
Court of Directors, in which case it would seem 
that they had come to a decision. 

The Chairmdnheg^eA decidedly to signify, that 
what he said was merely his own opinion. He 
meant not to soy, nor had he so expressed him- 
self, that he spoke the sentiments of any other 
individual. He hoped gentlemen would not 
attribute that to him which he utterly disclaim- 
ed. lie did not intend to state any thing on the 
part of the Court. All he wished to deliver was 
i fe^y observatibns entirely emanating from him- 
self. He thought, when he dropped the sugges- 
tion, thit it would be right to suspend a decision 
dfi fhat day, and to wait till the bill was regular-* 
ly brought before them. 

Mr. ilfi/iy^bserved, that he had only one or 
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tAvo words to address to the Court. He was sur- 
prised at the speech* which fell from the hbn* 
Cljairman. lie had no reason to believe that he 
would have expressed an opinion. Some opinion 
however, had been expressed by him; but he 
(Mr. Mills) wished to state, that he should not 
bo bound by ^any thing coming from that hon. 
gentleman. 

. The Chairman a^ain bogged leave to disclaim 
the accusation that he had delivered any opinion, 
except as an individual. 

Mr. Iloare said, he was extremely willing to 
take the hon. Chairman’s word, that he did not 
mean to deliver an opinion. The line of con- 
duct which they ought to pursue was easy to be 
defined. In the present state of things it would 
be piemature to offer a decisive opinion. He 
was desirous that the report which had been read 
should be printed and disseminated amongst the 
uu'uibers of the Court. When the bdl was laid 
b‘dbre them, they ought to enter into its con- 
sideration with temper and firmness. He hoped 
they would, on that occasion, lay aside every feel- 
i)ig of personal interest : no love of property, no 
desire of emolument, ought to induce* them to 
undertake that which they belieVed, for a mo- * 
ment, they were not ‘pcrfejclly capable of per- 
forming — (Applause ) ' 



iTm 


m 

Davis said, he again rose to submit 
to tho Court which he before intended tobavo? 
proposed. Tlie (Charter of the Company had 
^n freqi^endy likened to a lease 5 well, if it 
were a lease,, it must be considered as a bargain 
between two parties, and no roan ever entered ' 
*.into a contract without knowing the precise 
clauses, on which it was to be founded. The Act 
of Parliament, on this subject, had not yet pass- 
ed» It would not be read a second time sooner* 
than next Monday : he should therefore propose, 
tl)iat this Court should adjourn till this day 
(JJu^sday^ week* He had not communicated 
this , opinion to any person whatever. If other 
gentlemen thought differently from him, he, 
of course, should not get his motion second^ 
ed j but if any individual, either before or be- 
hind the bar, coincided with him in opinion, he 
should be obliged to him for his support, by 
which means an opportunity would be afforded 
of reading this Act of Parliament, with all its 
clauses filled up, before they came to any opinion 
upon "the subject. 

The Qiaiman wished merdy to mention, that 
th^C .second reading of the bill wap fixed for Frh 
day^ and it was intended to go into, the Commit- 
tee pn Monday; consequently, if they werOi tp, 
have a very long discussion iq room 





M&ndayj they would pot be in time to atten'd'to 
the business of the Committee. The debate'would! 
not take pljice oh the second heading Of the bill— - 
it was fixed for the Committee.' It was his Owft' 
intention to makes motion, similar 'to that which 
had been made by the bon. Proprietor, with the 
difference onIy.of the day, as he had proposed to ■“ 
name Saturday. — ffot that it was a very conve- 
nient day, because ne was aware that many gen- 
tlemen then present must necessarily be oht of 
town ; but he thought it would be favourable to' 
a discussion on the bill which would then haVe 
been read a second time. Thett debate Would 
thus come on before the bill was Oothmitted ; and’ 
if they did not act in this manner, the Commit- 
tee would have taken the ordinary steps beforl' 
they had at all examined the measure. 

Mr. Davis wished to say a few words, in order 
to explain the motives by which he was prompt- 
ed to propose what he conceived would be the 
next convenient day for discussing the merits of 
the bill. If it went into a Committee on Mon- 
day, how could they get possession of the ‘bill, 
and become acquainted with its contents, ’ before 
Monday night; Und it was necessary, before they . 
entered into this lease with the government of thd 
country, that they should see distinctly and pre- 
(dsely- the clauses into which they were about to 
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^nter. The Company bad had a laase for twen* 
ty y^ars ; which whatever might l)e said to the 
contrary, was most beneheial to, the public.--- 
(Jpplause.J^Th^^ improved that 

which had been leased to them; and he would re- 
fer to the proceedings of common life,— he would 
/ask, the landholders of both Borises of Parlia- 
ment, whether, if they wer^ called upon to re- 
new a lease to one of their tenants, they would 
not take the benefits which tb.at tenant had con- 
ferred on their estate into consideration ? Now, 
if they attached importance to a principle in one 
isituation in life, he c nitended that it ought to 
have weight whh them in another. He did not 
know precisely what it was Parliament intended 
to give them. He was aware that there was a 
lease, with blanks, ready to be signed. Tliat 
which he objected to was the blanks contained 
in it. But, when it came fairly before them, 
they would have an opportunity of fully consi- 
dering it, and giving their deliberate opinions. If 
a better day than Tuesday could be desired, he 
should have no objection to accede to it. 

Mr.* Puller said, the hon. Proprietor, who had 
. IM spoken, ^appeared to be mistaken a little as 
^0 the result of his pro}X)8ition. The Court 
ought to understand whk it was about to dq, 
Jf they waited till the bill came out of. lULic 
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Committee, when the 9lau8es werig filled up, tfiey 
Would be irrevocable. The filling up constituted 
the passing, qmad the clauses so filled. He 
thought, they should exaiminc, in the fiiist in- 
stance, what alterations were contained^ in the 
bill with reference to the resolutions : ' he begged 
therefore to m^^ye, that the Court should adjourn 
to Saturday. He di^l not think that they could, 
with propriety, narric any other day. 

Mr. Impeij said, it seemed to be agreed, on all 
hands, that they were notin a condition to enter: 
into a discussion, either for the refusal or accept-* 
ance of the Charter, on the preient occasion. Tlie 
only question seemed to be, when they should be 
placed in a situation to come properly prepared td 
that discussion. He did not think they could 
proceed with it till they saw the hill with ail its 
clauses filled up. If they made any debate on 
the bill, as it now stood, they w^ould perhaps find, 
when it was passed, that it differed more from the 
bill laid before Parliament, than the propositions 
submitted by Lord Castlereagh, in March last, 
on the subject ot' the India question, difiWd 
from those which he had recently introdweed. If 
they came to any decision on this bjll before» 4 t^^ 
full maturity, whatever clauses were afterwards 
added, however midchievous or obnoxious they 
might be to theCgmpany, after givingtheirconsent 



fo the kheletcm bijl^ th^jr ^6uld fiiiif'the fl^afesf 
diflJcuRy in proenriiig' afty alteii^fSi?; it^tritee^ 
iSiey could at all eflectone. Tli/j)eri6d, then, 
to iWiich they should Advert, must be guided'By' 
the knowled^t^f 'parliamentary proceedings, an J 
lu'ght to be, WSen the bill had gone through a' 
Comihfft^pe' iU’ ^ House of Cofn'mons. If it 
were i^ead a second time om^next Friday (which 
must^be a matter of mere accident, as some other 
busiifess might interfere to prevent it,) it could 
nof goirito a Cbmmittde before Monday : and he 
Woufd putftftoiny Member of Parliament whether 
ft Wlf'pWslble to%quire into the details of the 
Odbmurcfe of Mtlfei and China, and all the matters 
connected with this extensive question, so as to 
the bill through the House in less than a week. 
He thdrefofe^ thought it would be better to leave 
it to the Court of Directors to appoint ' a proper 
day On which to discuss this measure. He woiild 
abstain, at present, from anticipating any of the 
subjects of discussion which would then come' 
before the Court, but he woUld make one or two' 
, observations on what had already taken plaifc,' 
it) orde^ to add strength to what he had kid. 

. "^en it was first notified that Mihister's had takeft 
ftp the idea of opening the trade between fnijia 
and the Outi-ports, the Court 6f Directors catri'e* 
to a resolution that it would bid s) ruinous 



^«i*e, j l^^yrM 
lyuxu^unic^ tb«,KiiM|>. JV^^^ct9^1\^|ii,t 1^ 
no effe(^ the CQwtipv«4 tlw^,tJ}.|5^^^V^i:r|y 

persevered in f rqsp'vw* 

l|[inisters t^ state Sfic^ r^vdatjicna 
as they had in contempl^iao.^ 
evils which H^ the Pr^fwie^ramithe Pi^j^ . 
hl4 predicted. of the new »y^eJ^, , To, thU,.?^- 
qneat the Directors- nprev conld wy «r?U^ 
factory ansvvcf: they were, therefore 
come to a decision, on the bare, ualimi^d 

opening the trade to the Qirt-piOJI^. ,^hl| 
Qwrt catne to an almost nnaoipiii^s 
concnrrence with the Court of Diteftors^ 
the general principle ; but now they were < 0)4 hi 
thp Pripg’s Ministers, that they.(tb« MinisW^ 
never intended, and that they never ennttbipjated 
such an extensive opening. 

If, then, the Cnf pany were mistaken qnqi^ 
be trusted they would not permit themselves t® 
he.deocived a seennd time- l^et Jthe Court sen 
what Ministers really did mean-^thisjthey only 
conjd understand by examining the bill, with aU 
its clauses, which would afford satisfaction to, tb« 
pf, both, pactios and remove every partigj f, 
One of the evils whicK arose fmm, 
*^^?':l‘P*^®*’***‘**!r the confiderice. h®-. 

Companjjyftud bk M»-^ 


1(5 '*Si»rs'*sii»riii./ 

jeslyV Minister W beende^trojr^ j the goo^i 
the Government towards the Company 
ikSfetd to have been broken up^ and tkiriij years 
feSt^oiirse, of mutml kindness and snpport, ha<} 
iieised to bet i^lleeted. It was first proposed 
iSy'the Kin^a Government and communicated to 
' thtf Cortipany; to open the tra^e between the 
port of India and London; The Court, con* 
fiding in his Majesty's Ministers ; supposing they 
Woifld adhere to their own pi’bposition ; believing 
that they had weighed their words before they 
gavfe them * breath j assembled, and agreed to 
that which was submitted to them. Soon after- 
tvards, however, Government turned round on the 
Company, and said— we will not confine the 
trade to the port of London, it shall be open 
between India and the Out-ports and they 
called on us to accede to this proposal Now, 
having been treated in this ;HMnner by Govern- 
ment, he called on the Court, not to act, in the 
present instance, till they perceived clearly what 
iVIinisters meant. Let the bill, with all its clauses 
filled up, be laid before us; and then let us decide. 
The pnnciple ot the measure had already been 
*4#hcu8sed by, them : on that principle they . had 
* declared their opinion ; but,rbcfore they came to 
a determination on* the bill itself, he thought it 
would be better that Parliament should fill Mp 





the tidies. rNo question depend' 

Oir the df^tails tban( thw-^ndMivhealbe biH 
to be filled up, perhaps ftOme of tboite 
which, in the resolutions, were matters qf 
objection, airtight bei in a certaia d^reei ulkw 
ated. The original principle . threWfl qpeiSt ^ 
Indian territory to bdrdei of .adventurers^^ u^ho 
might destroy tne peace and prosperity of ^hat 
country. But if, when the blaojis Were filled up 
in the bill, it shouW appear that they would not 
be permitted to proceed into the tountry, unless 
by licence, and if it also appeared, that they 
Were likely to be sertt away ' for miscondueti 
Would not the original proposition be greatly 
alleviated ? In the same manner, the dread which 
was entertained, that great bodies of smugglers 
Would insinuate themselves into the China trade, 
would bo considerably alleviated, if it were pro^ 
Tided that adventurers should not proceed bes* 
yond the Streights of Malacca. The same rea- 
soning would apply to every other point. It 
was not the principle,* but the details, that they 
now had to examine; and these they Ought to be 
acquainted with before they decided the 
measure* A very important aubjfct had b«<sflL. 
alluded to by >a gentleman who had spokeq be^ 
for^ him, namely, the ’opinion of the Directors: 

Impey) hoped, that when they camv to 



ao4 'it|)ese4)(;,tlte;i«(rivii!ii^v'4^ 

tfaevDuecton %^r&iMU[ 
ilmkl.uii coBi^MHori^ -ta faad.<tl][Mi 

IR tbe jlji^rHRtc stages <£ 'lfaie'i|trooeedm||b 
^W«4 (lRn|;Rs\' bad been €nlertaiii«ii in £ha|fc 
• Cc^liri^ with the mpditst^d; aiterwr 

lioni hi our conii^eliciAl systenij/ India would he 
able to fareifh the nccwaaiy- atenual lupp^ 
wbidh wjM stated in Parliamdiit to atiount to be* 
twem four and five millions. How the aoniiat 
demands were to be discharged^ Was a iikMtifQW* 
tevUI 'quesiioiii fer tlie ^Company, and tin 4bit 
a^lgeet b® hoped a diatinot opinion ef thefiowi 
if iWireoloA wouW be /giw^^ If aay vetaeiiek^ 
JGfent, 'in their tcM'ind inilitaiy ^penditittreift 
jtediai icoold be deviae4 by which means a fiiU 
Wight be formed for defraying their lemtorial 
demands, be hoped it wowld be 'resorted 

This wa«»a.^iut of ifdryf'great>dffiioiilty, and rc^ 

^iredwioretrme than theGoiirt^cOdkltatpresoiit 
for llie purpose of dcdivecing an aeouawe 
opinion ; tmt be hoped, and ^perhaps the 
jnent ’bo Was about to express vrw foU by rnuiy 
.Jboprietors, ^bat the ‘opinion of. the Court ^ 
©iwctdri would belaid befow tlmtConrt|:p|for 
fodhetr/oomingtoa^final^dOcinoR on ihvitmoA 
amperiant question* It had beenaaid in {Bavliw 
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Now he beggwi'IeoW^ hdforelhe^pBM^'hi'^Wi^ 
Ait ipMitton; He b^gedfe»«v''^" 
the Cbmpwijr,' A fty, that thief ' 1 «d'« 'ri^ li 
jodge of that which arai niost h«»e 6 ciillhr<!h«li^ 
achtesonii the fubHe. If the Itoti. " 
MM who maafeWtif ti»a <M|a«nio% had hoett 
tcM, lost ytmt, yheo be cbe^ to refuib an ofdctt 
ooder Hie Majei^’s gweiiniBeTit, tbit' 
ooiitiinfitcbu«,'^at woldd hfe'havfi^id ? 

stated^ tiiat when a]gi«at^aWkj ^tt1iit 
mm offered to be bestowed upai ihifn, with Ktih- 
tations and provisions^ that be bad n dglit to 
consider wiwthor he could hold it with bcmdur 10 
biinseif and advantage to the C(mtitfy^^fj4p- 
jJaim.) If he '(Mr. Inif>ey) understood 
word^ conkiinacg meant a pertinacious and 
sttnate aodliorence to « particular ^i^inicm V^btk 
howididihiajqpply to^ej|ndia€M^ 'N^ 
Aordaw nor ^icaaon could oaM <tm dbetn to tate 
Ifaa wkwc^ of >gSmi»ng fndki; ^wiibout Mt 
fsnspectxif nnfioetkg faonoOr’On tbemsckes, mi 
4pf rcmifsrrk^ benefits on dbe public. ^ ^ 
Hemidd)mo8t42eTofoliy dhstam i^om at^ 
iagt|tnf 4tfilio atihje^ of disoussicm whwh'\^li 
^WfUy^oomebefOMtthBm^ ohepbiM 

mitaahida;bel»id^.^^ shioOldti^ 





I sJrtgte^yilibfe^of temain siletift. ' 11^ i 
Which Waihbt thcii*bef(»fe the Court, but 
tl^tffecussioh of which would tak# ipdace thaf 
in the Houaebf Comihdris. He alluded 
itethe'l3th reiblutiony authorizing JftWowrtnei^ 
ft^'^ceed to Itidkto convert the inhabitants to 
•‘Christianity; 'This Was most plicate snlject^ 
and be should therefore only say^one word upott 
it. For many yeara past a societ^ had existed in 
this country for the diffusion 3f Christian hioiXM 
kigt He believed, at and before this time/ 
they w'cre in the habit of going to India, aiWd 
they were permitted to exercise their functions 
1hcre> as long as they behaved with prudence^ 
Ho knew of no impediment to prevent any 
man who harboured the pious design of en- 
lightening the Hindus from proceeding to In- 
dia; but all this should be done with great 
caution ; silently and without ostentation. He 
knew not the good sense which was manifested 
in blowing their trumpet before them. When 
the Court recollected What deep-rooted prejudices/ 
on this subject, existed in the minds of the tia^ 
lives of* India, and when they knew, that ill# 
-disposed persons in that country were ready to 
Wow up a flame, which, if once excited, could 
neVer be quenched ‘but in the blood of every 
JJuropfean in India, the necessity for caution 



ljir(5ttinQ)e€iit)n became selfcevident#^ Thot^Jilfe 
bad not made thia aul^ct im atudy before, 
felt ithiaduty, aa a member of the Qompeoyr le 
«ay these few worda* He. hoped? , oo i tbi^ 
they would proceed silently .and ;quietly?^:<m4 
that nothing would be adopted ^Wshich lifcflyv 
instead of allaying the oldf to create nm pTe^^ 
judices amongst the natiyea of India, thecon*- 
sequences of whi^h might be so dreadful, 
platise.) He woWd now ait down, trusting that 
the Court would think it right to leave to the 
‘discretion of the Directors the choice of o period 
|br their next meeting- 72^* 

Mr. Puller said, the hon. gentleman^wbo had 
last addressed the Court had mistaken his meaia* 
ing. He never wished, when they discussed ^he 
principle of the bill, that the detail should bo 
unnoticed ; when he proposed a meeting on Sa- 
turday, it was for the purpose of examining the 
bill, and considering^^ what details Jhey might 
wish to have introduced into it. It now only re- 
inainccl for them to consider whether Jt^ey would 
adopt the outline laid before them, and after- 
wards fill up the details as they could* When 
they . found prejudice running so strongly agaiqglL 
^hem, before the passing of the bill, was it not 
^re prudent, to statft wlrat tli^y conceived to 
^ the be^t mode of tilling up the details^ than. 



ib0 b^ii been to 

wijiiifjb PaHi^nt might ftnaUju (^>) 

the Con^pany rather endi^four to 
1^ the Committee, inaiead ol giving the Con**r 
iiittee an eppori^nity of leading ^e Company, 
•Stating tb^ aintimenta of the Court upon the 
* details would be a sort of guide in directing the 
progress of the bill through ihe^tlonse of Coin*; 
lions. 

Mr, Ftllim said, he sbould^ot have taken up 
the time of the Court, as be was not in the 
bit of addressing them, and was aware thatm^ 
thjng which he could offer in the preacmef 
^eAldemen of much greater abilities than he could 
boast, was worthy of their attention, had , he 
not been desirous of making a few observationa 
on what bad fallen from the faon> Pre^rietor whp 
spoke last but one. That hon. gentbman had 
not adhered to the pinciple which he bad, in 
the outset of bis speech, recommended^ He 
had entered upon a sulyect of veiy groat im^ 
portance, and he bad. introduced it in such a 
manner as to prevent and bar other gentlemen 
from delivering their sentiments upon it. What 

•had offered on the subject which he bad 
touched upon in the close pf bis speech, wai 
calculated to, creator a considerable prejudice, 
as every opinion, cpming from n genttemi|i 



oP WRt iWfifeS*- riitst 
rifftwj) 'ymfs tftf 
miin’^acFfiiJif’ iinlf ' tfet fi^^fe^4:&n!ll'pfe'^ 
alitain from' eatpiii^ bit tttfe 
onlj^ say, tKif ’ iifopMtfofP Ittetf* 

had been iitbei' tnistitecf tfiiit* 
gehtlefisaul WheneTd* the’ {)roposit^ti'' 
regblSriy un'derthe consideJ^tibn of'tfte' t 
it was a matter of-ipore that) common imp6rl4|^ 
in every pdirif of vi^w, he Hopi^'thb 
wodld Be guirded’and* moderate': he Hbp^d'^ff^ 
vie#*tj8ti!n of' the subject wotild bey^ry'^ffbfWf* 
frttlti' that which miglit be' coUedtcd iPfotrf 
the honourable gentleman had'tHi^own but; ’ 
pkuse). On another point, wliich was liiittel^W 
opinib'n,^ he Would sKbitly state Iris' seritiiiic'nf^” 
Tvto tifodes Were proposed^ with re^erewce t6 the 
day tO'whlch they should adjourn. l*he oiib w^sj' 
to wait till Hie bill had'gonethroilgh a committee,' 
to let the other party cbittjilete tHe’dlti'sure, si/ 
that in no detail could it be altered^ ahd then ttf 
declate, that we would atcejft orVejbisf It in tph: 
Thfe 'Was the planr'prbposcd by the' HonoraWe 
gentleman on ftiii left (Mr. Fmpey). Thdcours'tf 
sObmitted by tire Chair, and snpp«irted by' the"* ■ 

honourable ’gentleman to his right (Mr, Puller)'* 

waS'^ttfis; — “ ’“ISsCii’ss the' prinrijrle now, and' ' 
thcfr'yon will bO^t liberty to stide*^what poihtr 

F 
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ofthe i^^tail you lay jwticaier stress upoo.'' 
TbU. the; Court might dq iu the. strongest way 
9H|||igi|iation could suggest ; they were at liberty 
to occasion an alteration in the terms ; they might 
ifeen say, that they either would reject the bill, or 
4hat they could, render its clauses admissable by 
Alterations. This he looked upon as the pre- 
ferable mode.-— In the other case it was a sort 
of^^mbling discussion, ‘^^et Parliament,” 
saHlthe supporters of that irtode, fill up the 
clauses, and make the bill as bad as it can be 
toade^and we then may reject or adopt it mMor 
Standing in that Court as Proprietors, and being 
Allowed the gi-eatest latitude of discussion, it was 
in their power to signify to their Directors and 
friends what were the points which they would 
give up, or which they would not concede. This 
they could only do with effect, before the bill 
went tlirough a Committee. There was one thino" 
which, as it made a very great impression on his 
mind, he would notice, namely, that no set oi' 
Proprietors were ever represented with more zeal, 
ability, or fidelity, than they had been in thecourse 
of this negociation, by the Court of Directors. He 
_<^id not say this, as meaning to adopt their senti- 
•ments, or to concur with them onany point which 
be was not convinced in liis own mind was odrrect: 
lie merely wished to state, unconnected witlmny 
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future circumstance, that no electhre body ^ eV!er 
served their constituepts with more fidelity, dfil- 
cretion, or zeal, than the. Court of Directoi^had 
served the Proprietors. (Applause.) s i w 

Mr. Impey observed, that the principle of the 
bill had been debated already he had taken a 
part in that debate, and the Court had decided 
against the principle. The details then were all 
they had to con]$ider. These they could not 
know until the dlauses were filled up. They 
would then be enabled to judge whether the 
mischiefs they apprehended were so far arrested 
by the details, as to warrant them in accepting 
the bill at all. If he had the slighcst hope, that 
any clauses which would be introduced would have 
the effect of removing the principal objections to 
the bill, he should not oppose the adjournment till 
Saturday ; but he confessed that he had no hope 
of that kind ; and, therefore, he could wish to 
see the bill when the clauses were filled up : they 
could then at once judge whether it should be 
refused or not. 4 

Mr. J^illiars said a few words in explanation. 

Mr. Trower agreed in the clear statement 
made by the lion, gentleman on the other side of 
the bar (Mr. Impey). The principle had been de-* 
bated over and over again innhat C9urt. It was 
now entirely a question of detail, and they might 



hcuT % coDi^iderahle Jo^, by swoediug too foon, 
T>be jpi^indple woi^ld be.obj^tioDable^<](i<otl)erwi8ej 
^<te,^Con)panyJn proportion aa it wm qualified j 
%od, therefor^, tdl they saw the clanjes, it would be 
UJiwaf.e to eon;ie to a decision* He trusted that 
Court of Directors, who had hitlierto so ably 
glided the interests of the Company, would still 
idontiuue, by their wisdom, to enlighten pro* 
ceedings ot that Court. Tht^ ability, integrity, 
and perseverance, they had* /ircady shewn, en- 
titled them to the full confidence of the Proprie- 
^rs, and eminently qualified them to come to a 
derision. The subject touched upon by the hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Impey) was evidently one of very 
groat delicacy ; but it ought not, on that ac-* 
count, to be examined less accurately. Ihey 
ought not to be precluded, by that consideration, 
from fully investigating it ; on the contrary, they 
should look into it more minutely. Jt seemed to 
him, that when all other classes of people in the 
state were expressing their opinion upon it, the 
Company, who were so much more interested 
than any other body whatsoever, should also 
come tp a decision, lest they might become 
, J>arty to a policy, which, if persevered in, would 
^perhaps accomplish the ruin of the Indian Em- 
pire. T. hey ought ^to determine on recording 
their sentintents, as well as the other classes of 
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PaiiiaaHent w«i« laden with petitions on tbe sub* 
ject^ and k ms unreasonable that they should 
he afraid to state >what thm feelings w^eon.a 
measure of so modi importance. The kon» 
tietnan concluded fay seconding tbe propositfion 
of Mr. Impey. 

Mfi Randle Jackson said^ it was with very 
great pain he differed from .his honourable 
friend (Mr. Impey). Dissenting from such 
opinions, he felt the extreme difficulty of ad- 
vancmghis own, in opposition to the sentiments 
of a gentleman, whose invaluable assistance had 
rendered such transcendant, such inexpressible 
services, at the bar of both Houses of I^irliament, 
in supporting the interests of the East India 
Company. To his knowledge of East India 
affihrs, and to the adroitness with which be 
shaped the whole of his interrogations, they owed 
much of that enlightened body of* evidence, 
which was now placed on the table of both 
Houses. When that evidence came to be read 
(for it was not yet generally read, and 'least 
of all, he believed, by those who presumed 
to decide on their fate) it would exhibit a 
monument of the justice; and honour of the 
Company;— and perhdps turn tlie^ mind of the 
people from its present unfavourable bias, before 
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it was too late for the Company |;p avail themselves 
of their assistance. (Jfplause,) He dissented from 
^ proposition, “ that the Court should not conr 
ijder the bill until it came from the Committee;, 
because they should then see a full measure be- 
^re them, and could say aye or no distinctly to 
it ” If the meeting of the Court, on Saturday, 
must be, of necessity, for the purpose of saying 
aye or no to the measure at 'large, he would 
then say, let us wait till it jias gone through a 
Committee, and the clauses are all filled up,” 
But he was not without hope that the bill would 
be of such a nature, that certain alterations 
might be introduced into it, before they were 
called on for the final, unalterable aye or no to 
the question ; therefore, he thought it was no 
more than consistent with common prudence, 
to take the first opport inily of examining it. If 
Ministers gave any intimation to the Company 
to introduce, particular alterations in the Com- 
mittee— if they should be willing to accede to 
such wholesome provisions, as his hon. friend 
(Mr.impey) had spoken of, the Company would 
be placed in a much better situation. But if 
they continued to bold the advice of the Court 
2^ cheap as they had hitherto done— if they ad- 
hered, in the Committee; to every thing that 
was obnoxious in the bill, he would put it to bis, 





hon* friend, whether they would not, with thore 
dignity and more propriety, signify their nega- 
tive to those principles in the bill, in its briginat 
shape therefore, Saturday appeared to him to 
be the preferable day. They would then 
an opportunity of seeing the^bill after its seodnJ 
reading ; and they must all be aware that a bill, 
in such a stage, would contain more than thW 
mere naked principle on which it was founded | 
for that principle they were accustomed to l6ok 
in the preamble. It might then happen, that 
the observations thrown out in that Court on the 
subject— -it was possible that the suggestions 
which might originate there— *would be attended 
to by Parliament, and the measure might blti^ 
mately, in consequence of those bints, be mad^ 
safe and wise to accept, under all the circSfei- 
stances. He did not mean to say that it would 
be so ; and no man was more ready to give his 
negative to an inefficient measure than he was, 
because it was paltering with theCompany and the 
public;— but he would meet it in every stage;* 
he would let no opportunity escape whicli af- 
forded the least chance of improving it; and, 
after all, they would have to consider whether it 
was such a bill as, under any circumstances,'^ 
they could accept of. * If they waited till the 
Committee had stated their opinion, in addition 



to that 4 the couDtty ; if thejii «i|ij|j 0 i, 
biili wasfrinted, with tlie cjauees i whtd 

pMiiMe chance was there, that thej^'. could pccH 
ctac an alteration in an^ of its detadi ? When 
hiwanfc through a Committee, that pertinacitjj 
which adhered to principles, howeeer nnwise^ 
would be pledged to support them. The Court 
might then suggest whatever emendation* it 
riiQBght proper, but ialse pride and folly would 
say, uo, we cannot attend to these alterations j we 
are already pledged to a different principfe.” If, 
•n the other hand, they discussed the bill Before 
it went into theCommittee, they would have the 
chance,, by pointing out any apprehended dan- 
gersj and by appealing to the good sense of those 
who were not completely prejudiced against them, 
oP|jrocuring an alteration in some of the particu- 
lardetails. Without going at largeinto any point 
which would beidiscussed hereafter, he could not 
help taking, advantage of the opportunity which 
the statement of the hon. Chairman, had'given, 
him, for die purposwof making a few remarks' 
on tile genoal question,; and lie conceived, by 
deliberating on the present oodasion, they would 
come to a better understanding <rf the subject, 
tind be the more able to decide with correetnes* 
and precision, This^herecoUeCted, hadbeenthe' 
effect of a. previous debate^ at a former period. 





We ttSf' tfiinlt iket^ #ii a fftai*^ 

VrtfbA^I la 

ted^ vLStfmUla iif Ilib CorttpfeBy^s righ€i j fck * 
th^ fe^Aie tim^, it #as^ ^ Mil 

came before tb^M^ that tbeir sole b'pfi<^ 
be, of two evih to chf^ise tho ledst. Hbdid ilfil^^ 
meah to say, th^t they wduid beab^le so to sht^ 
the bifi, as to tender it worthy of accajttaAebi 
birt, 6f this he ihfas sure, that, uhdet the ptO*- 
visions ivhich were at prea^t contemplated, 
would be useless for the Court to acc^ W Chav^ 
ter, -WiiA would merely have tlie efiecft of 
ting off the fate of the Company for a few shOft 
years, (for the sake of providing for Oertaiu itli 
terests unconnected with them), and would stiR '* 
farther exhaust their capital. At the expiratiotl 
of that time, when the Company found they 
could not proceed, and, in consequence, applied 
to the Government for relief, MkSfters vrould 
state very coolly (for the chartn Was' fiow bfokert 
—they perfectly saw what Govetnftifeiit Was made 
of) that, as the India Cotbpany had' already 
givfen up so much, there was very KtttS^left for 
dTSpftte, and, therefore^ dispute was superfluous* 
It' would then be too late to say, aa,a reason 
tl# Charter ndt having anj^wCred its end/|^^ 
the Company would not^li^e^aken 
th^ hot supposed rhatfGbvbrritn^t woirftTOW 



AT 


made some alterations in it, to -render it better 
thanlt originally stood, , ^It would be then too 
late to say, that the Company had been deceived 
in their expectations. It would then be too late 
tO^say, that those, under whose auspices the terri- 
ftOrial revenue had increased from six to sixteen 
millions per annum; who ruled, with wisdom, 
• sixty millions of subjects; and who, from the 
declaration of Ministers themselves, were ad- 
mitted, so to have conducted. themselves in their 
political functions, as to have produced all the 
great ends of rule and government, prt^erity 
to the state and liappifiess to the people It 
would be too late for them to say, that their 
views were disappointed, and their hopes destroy- 
ed. The present time, however, was theirs, to 
deliberate and to act. Such a series of continued 
revilings, rude clamours, and indecent treatment 
had been recently poured on the Company, as 
even malversators, and those who had defrauded 
the public, very seldom experienced. When 
they read the debates in Parliament, they might, 
aliAo^ suppose, that the criterion by whieh the 
excell^ce of an orator was to be estimated^^was 
flio be found in the sarcasms which he made use 
•^of when speaking of the Company. He was 
hailed as the genius df eloquence, who could 
pronounce the best joke at their expense. A- live- 
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ly witticism, and a well turned epigram, were • 
considered as very etficient substitutes for ^siaiw 
research and a knowledge of Indian affairs.--r- 
(Applame,) But even those who were moat 
loud in their applause on such occasions, were 
compelled to hear, wUh awe and respect, the 
speeches which were delivered by some of .their 
Directors; speeches, remarkable for a perfect 
knowledge of the subject, for perspicuity of ar- 
rangement, and clearness of comprehension* 
(Jpplause.) Yet such was the force of preju- 
dice, that the cheers of those who must have 
been most enlightened by the luminous state- 
ments of the Directors {because they were very 
ill-informed on Eastern subjects), were exclusive^ 
)y confined to the harangues of those who atr 
tempted to make up for their want of knowledge 
on those essential points, by sarcastic remarks 
and unfounded assertions. % . 

An hon. gentleman behind him (Mr. Davies) 
was pleased to notice a figure oi speedi used by 
the Company’s opponents ; namely, that their 
lease is out, and that they ought to be trekred 
“ like ordinary tenants.” 

There were two points that the Company's 
enemies had, he was afraid, with tqo much suo, 
cessy but with great ihjusticei succeeded in fast- 
oning in the opinion of the public, and in a con- 
G 2 
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»^rab|^» pft of tbe opwipn, *f ihe Houw of 
^oniinOBs, The one “tfiat t|je Coi^puiy aaiumec) 
to be the sovereigns of Slndi^j’’ and i/re o/A«r, 
fl? ithpt notwithstanding the Company had no 
rights, yet they assumed to the public that 
still possessed them.” The foriperof these 
fhwges was as nnfsir ns it was untrnej and the 
,^tory of the Last-India Company would shew 
^e injustice of it. He admitted tnat if it were a 
jsst imputation) it might operate, in a manner 
not to he complained ot; to the prejudice of the 
Company. This charge, was evidently m»de by 
those who were the real enemies of the Company; 
Wd, lihe most of the others which had been 
brought forward in the general cry against their 
claims, was founded in prejudice, and in tha 
absence of all reason and common liberality. It 
was therefore important to their cause to k ge- 
nerally known, that at no period during their 
transactions,*— at no. period throughout their bis- 
toiy,— haid tlio India Company adeoted to be 
the SovereigDs of India, otherwise than as so* 
vertignty delegated to them hy Act of Parliament. 
The cession of Bombay, the cession of St 
Helena and of Madras, the statutes <rf Wil- 
. Iwm, had amply reserved the sovereignty of 
India to the King of these realms ; and, there* 
fbi^ it was wbdly ontnie to suppose that tbe. 





Conpaojr had t$sumed that aovereipil^ <alMl 
the I^egvlature had expressly resfrved tqf ^ 
King. But that the^ had been Soveroigna^ in 
point of practicet was beyond a doubt | and If 
the Company were to attempt to deny tbat» 
would be rebellious to the state, and aol in t 
manner vy^holly unbecoming a Company hl) their 
situation. What was the test of that which ttdl 
now aisert€l}> -The proof of government wae the 
exercise of all the great symbols of sovei^igb^ t 
namely, to make peace and war, aocardrhg:le 
the necessities of the government; to bldU 
forts and garrison them ; to effect treaties^ ip 
raise armies and pay navies ; and more than thftt* 
to coin money, and to have all fiscal autl^oritiss 
as to the measurei of taxation. Thescrtf^re 
authorities — authpnties not assumed,* but c)ek^ 
gated to them : — these were powers to be 
found in every statute that related • to their d<v 
mestio government : these were authorities* that 
were not merely permitkd^ but ca$t ^ufon the 
Company ; awd not to have exercised "them, 
would have been almost ttmlamouut to rebMbcm 
against the stuto* , Hoyr they had exerc^d these 
authorities would be learnt from the testimony 
even of the enemies the Company themselvea. 
All and every of tfaem^could not but admit, that 
diis power l^ad beoa exeeciacd by Company 
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ta the benefit and advantage of the whole Indian 
empire 5 it was unjust and illiberal, therefore, 
in impute to them such Assumptions, when, in 
&ct, all that they had done was to perform the 
duty which had been thrown upon them by the 
liCgislature of their country, 

.- Could any thing be more obvious, than that 
this assertion has been made to place every obstacle 
in the way of the Company’s contract with the 
Government ; to cool their friends, and heat their 
enemies; an eflfect which, he was afraid, had been 
produced already to a most alarming extent. But, 
he trusted, the absurdity and the falsity of this as- 
•ertion were established by a reference merely to 
the statutes and the history of India. 

It was said, also, in the House of Commons, 
and that, too, by an high authority, “ it is idle 
for the Company to talk of rights : that they 
** h2ive no rights.'^ By one hon, gentleman, if 
he read the debates correctly, from which he 
took the opinon, it was asserted, “ that they 
had no rights, because their lease was out.” 
The* same assertion was reiterated by another 
right hofi. gentleman, who “ insisted that their 
lease was ont; that they had nothing more to 
say for themselves, and that they must go 
about their business.” 'Was it, he would ask, 
for such geptlemcn to fearn the great moral and 
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political distinction between legal sind equiiiAk 
rights? Had not men rights in conscience and 
good sense ? Rights i}i sound policy i and rights 
ill law— available to them hereafter? It nmst 
be the h'eSght of hypocricy for such p^sons to 
affect ignbrance^ that theCompany possessed sofne 
such rights as these ;^^md it was equally as un- 
just for th^^ to say that the Company had urged 
those rights, any way inconsistent with th« 
principles of uhstice and conscientious integrity* ? 

What wa^the nature of those equitable rights|^ 
of which thojCompany desired to avail theia^ 
selves, and on which they had a just ground irf 
claim? It was this: that they had incurred 
originally those enormous expences which they 
must have incurred^ to bring India to the stat^ in 
which it at present was, from the assurance and 
upon the promises of this Country, that they 
should go on as they Aarf done) -and that they 
might not entertain any apprehensions of a 
change of system to their disadvantage. It was 
under these promises and these inducements that 
the Company had expended such minbs of 
wealth upon the improvement of that wjiich was 
now called a leasehold^' and which was to be 
so violently wrested from them witliout an equu 
valent, and without remunoration for that value 
which their exertions alone had given to thf 
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^iWs' Hkfsi^ rfl^iirancea reh«#ei 
4iti^ rfl fhaf p6riotf, <ne4f es:pelic^ hai pre^i 
§/i!IB\ieiy increlwed/airf^thefr s^rweir to Greifc 
advanced m theit importance. Since tkk 
alone, --since the Charter of 17*95,'— the 
Id^ties of ships which the i^ompany had hrhught 
M^dxd, the equipment of armies,, *he' money 
raised, and the regiments paid, e^iceeded almost 
aB'cafctrhtion; and these vast eiifertions wem‘ 
made, not merely for themselves, ^but for the 
interests of that Government and crJ'that Country 
iteW about to deprive them of their well ettmed 
cfidnis Upon the consideration of the Legia- 
latere. 7 here could be no doubt about th^ 
truth and reality of those services, because 
they were performed, as it were, under their 
very eyes. They had sent out a Governor- 
General, who was a spectator of those gteat 
eteitions, so ‘ generonsty and so wilKogly 
made. They had spent upwards of two milliotw' 
of money in the improvement of that leasehold 
estate now to be viotentfy taken from them, every 
t^rthing «of which, if rtieir hndhrffs had the 
Kbnesty, as eyery hone^ landlord would, tfrey 
V^ould repay them, or at feast grVe them somie 
equivalent forjthose rdiources, almost exhausted i# 
benefiting that estate, it eould not lie too strong- 





impresiKd ttpon'tlie'minda oi legi9]aiji)U«.4K4 
the country, that theie expenses were aot.ifKur;i|ll||i 
to answer views and ends of their owji^ hnt,i% 
consequence of their IconnexioD 
Britain T%nd yec^ wh^te^ar advant|i|H 
derived from ^ho$e institutions they had^ 
and thosl systems ^y had adopted* they,^^ 
now to be^privejjr of them by that ungrat^li 
country, for advantage, and at yvhose ip* 

stance^ those/measures were undertaken*, 
bad seen thi Company equip armaments wbjiflj 
cost them .,^iwo,000 ; they had seen tbern 
a college, which cost them-^f lSOjOOO 
they had derived the most important advantageii 
from their finances ; and in the general military 
array of Great-Britain, they had included thpse 
very troops which the Company had paid and 
clothed and yet, notwithstanding all these ad- 
vantages— notwithstanding that their, improve- 
ments, towards which not qupta nop any contri- 
bution was paid by the country, tliose vilify persons 
who knew all this, lisp^ insulting 

manner — “oh I your lease if , audTyou 

have no rights.!’*, 

Such conduct as this would not be endured be- 
tween individuals^ No landlord in private liff 
dare say to his tenant/ “ ;Sh\ it true that you , 
have expended a, vast i« improving^ 

H 





fhb ! k is true thafcf have luHed yoe 
inte^ 9#ct^i1y ; and that under that assor^vice I 
fcl\% given you, of a continuance <£' psiiessiott, 
fed- bare gone on the iiwlfeasinig value of my pro*- 
; ipt now your le^se is out ; y<fu have no 
Wjgh't to '(daim any thing fpm me, ^andjyOu must 
l^about your business;” any manfwere so to 
tifct in private life, he would \|>e scgxH from lo^ 
ctetyl <he injured man would ^^his remedyy 
and* the courts of justice wouldt do him that 
fight so improperly wrested fromiiim. ;WouM 
not,-;-ihe would ask— every mair'wilb the least 
morality, Or the least notion of common honesty, 
he shocked at such conduct in private life ?— And 
y^t the case, arguing from individuals to generals, 
was precisely that of the East India Company. 

Such being the case, he begged leave to 
suggest, as the alternative (which he had wished 
they had am opportunity of adopting before, 
by their 'being at once undeceived in those 
false hopes and expectations they had formed) 
Mhat theyiijtould. cither submit to remain 
the dupes • that fallacious system into 
which they had been dulled, or that they 
Would at once decline terms so disadvan- 
tageous to them, and manfully oome for- 
ward, and ^;est upt)n their own resourc:^.^*-- 
It was true the Company had been guilty of 
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great felliea iht^this respect ; but tbejr 6ugbt ijo 
tftk^ lesson from tbe past for th9 fuittre^rm 
^l^ettenfor tbe Companr to know tbe worst end^ft 
^ upon i<^an be oontinajly employed in wi^rding 
’off a bIoi^||wbkb must iall last. If they m9^^t 
fully metiheip iate mta, they would not then 
to deplori an usel^ exertion of atrengtb 
struggle w^h terminatq^ with looral 
tainty, to theijcfetruction. Should they still go 
on in die samway for twenty years longer^ 
would put trfat in peril which they might npF 
Tesdue with ^ty and advantage to themselvo%; 
while a continuance of the system, such as pro- 
posed, would only exhaust their means without 
the hope of bettering them. But the most vex- 
atious of all would be, that at the end of that 
period, they would be finally told, Gentlemen, 
lease is out, and you must shift for your- 
selves.^ If the Company gavo up"*great chances 
of advantage, he was perfectly satisfied that they 
also gave up great liabilities to losaea and uor 
•pofitable expences. It woiiW be the height of 
impolicy, therefore, to endanger their *own 
safety, by continuing to incur expences which, 
tn the end, eoqld be of no profit ^or advanti^e 
to themselves. They would be only exhausting 
their resources for the advantage of future ten- 
iWIts j and, if they were wiae, they would give 
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up fiuch h ruinous system, wbibt they Ufere yet 
strbag. When he reflected on the' seryirja^,<}l 
tile Company, he was sSocked at that total ab- 
isence of public morality /which sought t(fdeprive 
'them of that fair and eeuitable remBneratinn to 
which, upon every jarinctole of epn8ci);nce, they 
Wflere entitled. The ex^ces alrea/jy pointed 
6dt, were the expences tl^^iJ^Incurred at 
home. Let the Court and the'^ntry look to 
those they had incurred abroad^ There they 
would find that the Government haw been assist- 
ed by the Company with expedkibn after expe- 
dition; that there, the Company had not only 
exhaused its means, but even pawned its invest- 
ments, to enable them to defray the charges of 
such expeditions : expeditions not for the advan- 
tage of the Company, but for the benefit of that 
Government which now, with so much injustice, 
tells the Company that “ they have no material 
interest .in the fate of India.” In equipping 
armies and providing expeditions, the Company 
have exhausted i!' 16,000,000 of its resources. 
He vvouUl admit, however, that at length (within 
two or, three millions), they were repaid that 
sum ; though it could not be denied, that for the 
first three or four millions, it was with the greatest 
difficulty they ever* got ‘paid at all. This, he 
begged to say again, was an expence incurred, 
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not for the Comflemy, not for any view of tfieif 
in order to give Great Britain snch^a 
power as wcbld enable her to make ‘-M 
^tTngglfw'ith France tj advantage. Yet it was 
te fact vermeil known, that for the first three 6r 
four millfcns this they had to^ wait 
eight or tm years, bdore they could get it ba^ 
Beside this,Jthe apn^rance of importunity in the 
Comj)any gomW^o Parliament, session after sesi 
sion* for the nftyment of this sum, not only in# 
volved them fy inexplicable difficulty, but gave 
tlieir rightful Vjamand the appearance of a request 
for favour ; their claim being, in fact, a matter ol 
common debt. i . 

He certainly would conjure the Court ttf 
reflect seriously upon all the difficulties, and 
weigh deliberately the circumstances of their 
-^re^ut situation. They should consider well, he 
trusted, whether they w^ould continqethd Charter 
upon the terms now proposed, underi'^so many 
disadvantages, whereby they would bt^'annually^ 
involved in new difficulties, \ and perhaps finally 
treated in the manner he had described ; — or 
whether they would decline such a bargain, and 
rest contented upon their assets antj irrefragable 
rights ? He would put it to the judgment and 
not to the feeling of evefy liberal and dispassion- 
ate mind, whether the reproaches so unhands* 
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■fomly ftrown out agsinst Company, by 
ithoab who opposed their interests m the 
■’Commons, were justlyjappiicable to ^y pai ■ 
sof their conduct ? Hmaever, whilst |(e coult, 
Slot hut feel that such cmdnct was in^^sabie ott 
■Ihe part of those in GoWhnient>->at Uie present 
tfey, he was bound in graljtude to acBnowledge a 
different treatment on the ^ of fgher govern- 
ments. In the administratiolrff toRD North, 
in the administration of Lord ^elville and 
Mr* Ptfr, they&und the most friendly and libe- 
ral treatment ; and the misfortune^f it was, that 
hbe Company were lulled into a false security, and 
into a belief that tliey should always continue to 
experience the countenance and friendly offices 
of those in the administration of the public af- 
fairs. Such false security certainly rendered their 
situation infinitely more irksome and disagreea- 
ble; beo^ it added the bitterness of disap- 
poinltneniand ingratitude to th» ordinary effect 
of the «ril.' The Company were in the situation 
of a prirate person induced to rely upon the pro- 
ittises of a seeming patron and friend, and lulled 
iato confidence and security by the assurance of 
bin protection and support. The high honour anej 
ehiracterofthisptron is to him asartofassur- 


nnw that be never shall have occasion to repent 
his confidence in soefa promises : thus he goes 
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on, mthoot gnaMing against tha eongegn anty 
o^oforegeen avents, or unknngtned di$Gttkiel% 
n^ontil ha 6n<Ja jhioiself in a situation af 
^nlxti Kmie embarrassa^t and dfetressj does ha 
^rceiw flW ideal and teaginary were hia hopef 
of support! not till the# does he find outthafol* 
Jy oftrustWto 9ecmi% friends, hut conceaki* 
enemies. | jf' 

Such was thydnfortunate situation of the Com- 
pany. In thjf hour when they expected to ifittsl: 
protection and countenance, at the hands e^thdtla 
from whom nhey expected most, they wae*' 
greeted with the bitterness of disapp<dntineilt ad# 
ingratitude. He iioped, however, it was not 
now too late to turn aside from a course whida 
would be ultimately ruinous and destructive. He 


saw resources in tl\e Company’s character, in theic 
'iveahh, in their connexions, and in those r%hts 
— tlic^inalienablc rights .wliicfc weyld still ta- 


main to them — from which he augnsed: .the most 
favourable and beneficial, results^ He hoped to 
Ikid, that daough they owrci^- no . longer . poa* 
sessed of exclusive privileges, ytH that their ebm- 
raercial corporate capadty would ettable t^pmstf#! 
to flourish with credit and importance. It was 
useless, ceptainly, to sit down inactively, andde.* 
plode the hamlaess of tbetr sitoetion. They ought 
to exert tlieir energies aadreaoit to their own utr 



temal »tfengtb, to rpp^l the evil«||} 9 ^ invKW tiutt? 
jpfpaperity., The chief thing. that, wi» ;ite Ijailf. 
»e»ted was that they d|d not, know th^r'^- 
Iponer, and that they |w;ere JuM.- into fal^'^ 
e^urity: but having coL atlajt tot^ issne^ 
of the question, they (were no|^,,se|iQusly' to. 
non^ider that which W thjB,j^K . question, 
^iibe determined ; namely/i^Ae/W,K% wouli. 
Ofcept the (harter under th^;tet;m nolo firo- 
ggsed.? or whether /Aey u!ould\xsort to .M- 
which was most worthy of their considena^, 
whither they would reject^ Ivith ^rkhess 
Of/fd independence, the continuance of a systm- 
which would involvi them in additional expences,. 
udtlmt equivalent advantage, or trust, at once, 
to those high commercial privileges, which were: 
inalienable from them, by every charter from the' 
reign of ^ing William down to the year IJpil f-. 
The advanitage of those privileges alone vi^trber- 
tftinly very 'great, and , if properly encouraged and! 
cultivated, would be, attended with the most 
pertant benefits to,%jntiere8ts,of the Company,, 
Erodi the experiepc® .they, had h^jof late, it wa|. 
itopoasible tliey cqhld persuade themselves cjf, a, 
continuance in going on a8.:they..had done. ,jE*r, 
perience had taught then*; that; tb{!y,eOHld)lw»,i 
no security against. the injustice which,, if swtn 
now, would be, sooner or latePj, dfidt out to thsw» , 
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They a fi^ht to think the worst of 
i^th whom '[they had to treat*. Tliese Were coili 
iliderations, therefore, ^hich, above all, ought tO 
-induce them to enquire ! into their situation, and 
ascertain t^e extent and| strength of those privi- 
leges, of which the gryssest stretch of injustice 
could not deprive them. It was not an impro- 
bable thing to say, ^ that even yet the superior 
commercial advantages possessed by the Com- 
pany embraced sources of future prosperity, if 
not commensurate with the past, at least encou- 
ragitlg’for the future. It was not an improbable 
thing to say, that paramount superiority in all 
their undertakings, even when opposed in the 
market by the most active exertion of strangers, 
would await them. If the Company were to say 
to this ungrateful Government, we shall have no- 
thing to do with this new charter, l^cause, at the 
expiration of it, we shall be told the same thing 
then that we are told now \ we shall' be then 
subject to the same reproaches and the sattie un- 
just attacks upon our character; and finally, we 
shall have, perhaj^s, some further measure of in- 
justice and ingratitude added to the total depri- 
vation of exclusive ptivilege. If t^je Company 
were to say this, they would act with the spirit of 
men conscious of their own Ifonourable character 
atid-superior integrity, and wife adiyely feejing 
1 
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fliat they were not yet degrade(i Enough to silt)- 
ffiit to every humiliation their opponents miglit 
ctioose to impose upon /them. Better for thfe 
Company to do that now which, at the^ end of 
Jive years more, perhapsjj when their iheans were 
exhausted, or their stningth Weakened, they 
might be obliged to do, ih order to%oid ruin 
and fatal disaster to their interests. Let the 
Company, therefore, he said^ resort to their own 
energies ; and exercise, with spirit and activity, 
those means, of which they could not be deprived 
without a violation of every principle of law and 
justice. He invited the Court to see what the 
consequence would be, if the terms proposed by 
Government were rejected. It was true, that 
after their exclusive privileges and their Charter 
should expire, they would still remain, in perpe- 
tuity, a trading corporation. Notwithstanding 
the termiijiation of their exclusive privilege, they 
would still have the liberty of trading to the East 
Indies, of trading to Africa, and of trading to 
Sou,th America : a field open for the most sue- 
cessful speculations in commerce, and which, he 
trusted* woufd be attended with those advatt- 
tages described by an honoOratle Baronet in the 
House of Commons. Still those advantages vvtsrfe 
the Company’s. The China trade, as far a^ he 
had learned hitherto, was also theirs ; and liti 
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pK)of of sujpcjriority of the Company in 
(quarter, he need only refer the Court to the ev^ 
dence laid before the ^ouse of Commons ujjoiv 
that subject. 

, Such was the credit and. character of the Com- 
pany, that their very upon the goods 
^jey soldi.gaye t|iem the preference to the ex- 
clusion of all other traders. Such preference, 
he trusted, the Company would be ever able t^ 
maintain and deservedly enjoy. When he con- 
side^d the superior advantag||^f the Company^ 
in point of character, connectron, capital, and 
^very other qualification necessary to the mainte- 
nance of a great trade, he ajifprehended very little 
danger to their interests from competition. M 
they )yere deprived of exclusive trade, still they 
had their ships ready to renew the commerce 
with increased energy and exertion. They still 
had their old customers and connexions, who, 
from a principle not oqly of gratitud^^ Iqt from a 
conviction of the honour and integrity of the 
Company & character, vvqjal4 continue their coun- 
tenance and support. . The evidence hofnre* the 
of Commons bore ample testimony to the 
high chatacte^ and credit of the Company in the 
^a|t. T^hese, therefore, were advantages, of 
which it was iqspossible to d|eprive them by any 
^rt or ingenuity ; these were the advantage# 

I 2 
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which tbeir corporate capacity 
to enjoy, after tbeir ejcolusire Charter expired, .-J^ 
a gratifying circumst^ce, also, tp reflect that 
fjn the very nature of things, they couhlnot want 
capital to carry those advantages into effect 
Such was the character, 'euch tjte, credit of the 
Company in the estimation of the public, that be 
was, persuaded the Company could raise, by sub- 
scriptions, any sum they wanted,.to carry on their 
commercial- speculations. He would ask any 
person acquaint^||||ith commercial life, howjjong 
^e thought the Company would want a million 
of money, to be. subscribed by the merchants of 
the city of London, and elsewhere, to embark in 
an adventure of that description ? In their very 
credit and character alone the Company posr 
sessed advantages equivalent to actual stock and 
capital. Therefore he thought that the Com- 
pany, mm:ejyias a mercantile Company (political 
power opt. of the question), might not only exist, 
but succeed in its undertakings, with advantage 
to itself and the puhlic..v It was fitting, however, 
that theProprietors should.understand that it wai 
npt from a sense of danger, but from a sense of 
and from a conviction of the necessity? of 
the measure, that he would be induced: to reiu)- 
qnisli this Charter altogether. It was also highly 
necessmy that the Public and .th® Proprietary 



understand/ that the ^drtx- 
jknjr welfe not ^ ih ' the state of persons M^hb^^ 
humble altuatld^ Jboftied them to enidaVe witfi 
pattencfe and hdlffiffity 'whatever contumely ahd 
hrsult their eneiriiee might think proper tb cast 
upon them.' *lt‘ was proper to be understood,' 
Ihat they were ribt persons in such lowly circum- 
stances, as should induce them to accept, vVithbiit 
murmur or ebinplaiht, a Charter so shackled as 
that nOw offered to them. They were in a niuch 
better situation ; and fortunately for them, it 
was in their power to act with a spirit and flrih'- 
ness suitable to the character they had hitWorfe) 
sustained throughout all parts of the world : thby 
possessed means of commerce, and resources which 
had been accumulating to an enbrmous amount, 
and which nothing but the exertiohs’ and the in- 
dustry of one hundred years could have brought 
together. At the same time, howSvcV/ he had 
confidehtly hoped, that Goverhment Vb^ld have 
adopted a different policy frbm that now proposed 
to be carried into execUtionf ^for, ifi his cbniscienCe 
he verily belieVed, that anjT vital alteration in the 
present policy and ' government of India ’was not 
only inconsistent with the interests of that Empire, 
but fatal to the rest of the country in general. 
Hd would not say that we might have* a mbhi 
Govemmenty but he didrtaihiy did wish the 
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Compa^y had to deal with a,m<w:e Ji«/ (JoTers^ 
fljent. There was do excuse on the part of thaA 
Coveromeat for want of powefitft de jnstioe ; be- 
<*»U8e eeery one knear that tkj^lj Was no proposi- 
tion, not inconsistent with the general welfare osf 
the empire, which His Majesty’s ll^nistera qnu]4 
^Ot carry if they chose, But, at, Ae same time, 
whilst he regretted that Ministers had' treated the 
Company in the way they were by the 

hill brought into Parliament, and by which they 
had no legal power to draw the line, he wovtld at 
least do them the justice to say, that if they did 
act unjustly, and perhaps irapolitically, they oh-, 
sjerved in the manner of it, a course of behaviour 
far different from that adopted by that description 
of persons known by the name of opposttmu 
But indeed it.oould hardly be expected that they, 
should experiwice a different treatment from 
thew Irands, when it was recollected of whom 
that opposition was composed, and what the 
principles were by which their conduct was ae,. 
tuated : however, bn .would say, that there was 
nothing which his Majesty’s Ministers could noil 
do in Parliament consistently with the safety of 
the Empire,, if they felt that justice and 
sound policy ought to be the principle upon 
which the subject of the East India Company’s 
Charter was to be considered. It was true, rlu( 
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they might meet with considerable opposition 
from that quarter alluded to; biit, at the satli^ 
time^ if they had the will they had the jMwa* to 
do justice. From the manner, however, and 
Jrom, the gracious deportment which marked 
their conduct^^^he still hoped much, and he did 
not yet despair of some remediable alteration iti 
some of the great points of the bill noW under 
the consideration of . Parliament. 

Certainly there was one point for consideration, 
upon which the question, whether they would 
cept the Charter i must mainly depend. It was 
fit that upon that point they should not merdy 
have the simple assurance of Government, but 
that the Company should be secured by an 
lute moral certainty. With a view to the propet 
understanding of this question by the Proprietary, 
it was highly important and necessary that they 
should be favoured — not with a formal ftsolution 
and general declaration of the sentiments of the 
Court of Directors — but that they should have 
their opinions, seriatim, upbh a propositign so 
deeply affecting the interests of the Proprietors^ 
and upon which it was impossible for them to 
come to a satisfactory opinion until the senti- 
ments of the Directory were fully known upon 
t|iat ^su^ject. He trusted, therefore, that the 
Court would be favoured, at some convenient 
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opportunity, with that declaration of their sen* 
tinients, which would er.able the Court to see their 
way clearly upon this question; for without 
them, he confessed, the Proprietors would be 
unable to come to their decision upon, the main 
question, whether the Charter o^^ht or ouqht 
NOT to be accepted 9 

The proposition he alluded to was, that unless 
the Government would introduce into this bill 
some guarantee with respect to their dividends, 
in case those views of profit and advantage which 
the Directors had impressed upon their minds 
should not turn out to be well founded, it was 
impossible, he conceived, that the bill could be 
acceptable to the Proprietory. Without that 
guarantee, it would then indeed be a most im- 
portant consideration, whclher they should not 
break up at once, and content themselves with 
their commercial corporate capacity and invest- 
ments, or whether they would continue to go on 
in the way proposed, with the moral a'rtainty^ 
perhaps, at the end of three or four years, of 
havmg no sort of security whatever for their 
dividends. In this point of view, therefore, the 
question deserved the most serious consideration. 
It was important that this point should be se- 
cured and ascertained wore, when they \ver(j, i,n*a 
condition to make terms and secure themiclv^s 



against loss, not to postpone the consldetalt&iiii 
of it until a period when it Would be too hte ’fa/ 
retrieve tbeit error. 

ThatGovermnentahouMguaranteetbeCon^pany, 
^ was a p >t)position which could be attended with 
^ objection on thja part of His Majesty’s MitiiatCTsr 
Whilst run norisk in grautingsuch s^chtityy 
the Proprietary, by its being withheld, werei Ex- 
posed to every imaginable danger and uncertainty* 
Nothing could be more safe or equitable to botfi* 
parties. It was perfectly safe and acceptable 
the Government, because they only appointed 
Company as the servants and trustees of the piCiy*'' 
sessions in India. There was only a certain terin^ 
given them for their continuance in India ; add' 
that) without the advantages which they had hiS^ 
therto enjoyed. The situation of the Company, 
by that appointment, exposed them to all their 
former responsibilities, without the means of mav 
king good that responsibility. The Gov^tnment 
said, we appoint you trustees for a certairi’ nu(n- 
ber of years longer ;^we giv^e you, (what SOme j 
persons, said the hon. gentleman, With a great 
deal of truth, but with some waggisliness, x^alled) 
a burning out charter." They said, we appoint 
you trust^ of the public’s security, and for the 
of the Indian ’Empire. We do 
itpu tnyTground-^not because ' antr ^ 
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fection for you, or because we care a farthing 
about your interests and welfare, for we pay no 
sort of attention to that sort of argument; but. 
we appoint you the trustees for the administra- 
tion of the Indian Empire, because we think you 
will do it better than any body else, and because 
we know you have already done it better than any 
body else could do it. We acknowledge you have 
been wise counsellors and governors. We put 
this trust into your hands because we know the 
wisdom of your policy ; — because we know that 
peace, tranquillity, harmony, and good order, 
have attended your magistracy ; and because we 
know, that when the government is in your 
hands, we need entertain no alarm for the safety, 
the security, and the welfare of the Indian Em- 
pire. It is therefore^ and not from any favour 
wc wish to do yon, that we cast, upon you the 
administration of the Indian Empire for twenty 
years longer. We appoint you thus for the secu- 
rity of. the Indian Empire; batwc appoint you 
merely as trustees : not as trustees, however, re- 
ceiving an adequate remuneration for your pains, 
or whoshall have discretion to act for yourselves. 
You must npt talk to us of your trade, or of your 
controul over your finances : we shhll deprive 
you of the owe, a'hd cramp your po^Vr,4’a«[/ic 
otheK, Toyour commerce there shall beVab enS, 
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and to yomcontrml we shall add so many shack* 
les as to render it rather a burthen than a booitk 
Even in the education of your youth, we shall 
suffer you to have nocontroul ; for we have taken 
your college to ourselves.** 

Tlow, all 4|i|ese things were told, not only 
virtually^ but in terms, to the Company. What 
the Company ought to say, therefore, he (Mr. 
Jackson) would contend, was this: — We de- 
mand, in retur‘n, security against the possible 
consequences that may result from our re* 
sponsibility as trustees. If you chuse to 
guarantee us as trustees, we will be your trus- 
tees : Do not call upon us to administer these 
high functions, these responsible, these oner^ 
ous functions;” for he (Mr. Jackson) would 
contend they were such in. every point of view 
wherein they could he considered ; and they 
were the more onerous, because there was no 
equivalent advantage for those who exercise the 
trust. “ You appoint us as trustees, undoubtedly, 
as honourable men. We will act bona jide ac- 
cording to your appointment, provided you gua- 
rantee us against all the risks of so responsible 
a situation : but if you refuse so to/lo, it is im- 


possible iMe can take upon ourselves so burthen* 
t^ ^i^ ai/\st.” He (MV. Jackson) denied that it 
the Company could ^ake svich a 
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heavy reipdnsibiliiy upon their sttauWers withork 
a sufficient guarantee: and "wda?, he contended, 
Was the tifrie to insist upoU that provision in the 
bill ; because if ndt n(m demanded, the repent- 
ance, which would assuredly follow thclieglect of 
such security, would come too 111 % 

Nothing could be more equitable, than that the 
Government should guarantee the Company. 
The thing spoke for itself ; because if Ministers 
took the power into their own hands, the least 
that could be expected was a guarantee, in re- 
turn, to the Company, for the risk they ran in 
taking upon them the trust They called upon 
the Company to enter into political engagements 
on their account ; not on their own, he would 
say, certainly. Surely, then, and without doubt, 
they ought to guard the Company against the 
consequences that would most likely follow the 
administration of the Company according to the 
Government s own directions. 

Now, how could this be doner upon what 
principle and terms could this guarantee be given 
to the Company ? The answer was very simple, 
and theprojwsition that would follow was equally 
feeWe of exec;Ut\ou. The cap\ta\ of the Company 
was Xl2,000,ck)0. Their assets, including their 
shipping, amounted to that siim. TV-vg. vvqre 
other items, with which, however, he ^dld ntjjt 
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trouble the Cour4 i^bot woUld eUgcnent tte a* 
9 »Oimt of that 9Ufn : but he would simply sup 
ppee that their capital amounted only to twelve 
Unllions, they would have a right to return that 
«Um to themselves. He would suggest, then, 
tUKTthe Corngpm^y should have a loan upon those 
.assets by way of guarantee fund ; so that there 
would be an application of those assets for the 
public security. 

Some such security as this was absolutely nc^- 
cessary ; for how was it possible that fuitctions, 
such aa those he had described, could be exer- 
cised by the Company, without being protected 
from the consequences of those acts done in con- 
formity to the will and pleasure of Government ? 
Government, he might be told, would not be 
backward in relieving those wants which the 
administration of the Company might, create.; 
and that, therefore, there was no occasion to 
trouble themselves about the matter until the 


•moment of necessity arrived. For his own part, 
be thought the promises of Government upon 
this subject, if they were sincere, had bettier be 
secured by the solemnity of an Act of Parliament. 
He doubted not tbe axocerity of tbe iprewsal ad-f 
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of opinion in thcmselres, or a different sentiment 
in those, who might be in power, when the period 
of necessity should arrive. If Ministers meant the 
thing, they could have no objection to make their 
meaning law : tlicy could not hesitate to make 
such guarantee a provision of the sjt^tute, by winch 
their Charter should be continued. Simple pro^ 
mises would be but a very unsatisfactory security 
for the solemn engagements imposed upon the 
Company. Promises, of guarantee would be but 
a poor dcpcndance for the Company, who would 
be obliged, in obedience to their trust, to em- 
bark in expcnces, and make contracts for the 
fulfilment of those engagements ; — engage- 
ments, he would say again, not for their own 
advantage, but for the maintenance of the name 
and authority of the British Government in 
India. Surely, it never could be expected, cither 
in eejuity or coninion sense, that the Company 
could consent to stand unprotected upon the 
brink of such a precipice of such vast expence 
and responsibility. What were tliey called upon 
to dt) ? What duty was imposed upon them by 
this trust? They were to administer the a^airs 
of India, with all the appearance of splendour and 
powerj belonging to an imperial government. By 
so doing, they must add to their cxj^idituj;e, 
and keep up an establishment adequatfe^tb' thy*? 
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discharge of the increase of the functions im- 
posed upon them. This preposterous proposition 
was |>ropoimded to them— that they must take 
upon them new expences and expose themselves 
to fresh perils, while at the same time their 
sources were be diminished. Why, what 
would be the inevitable consequence of this ? 
They would have again and again to subject 
themselves to those unjust reproaches with which 
Mr. Whitbread and other members of the House 
of Commons, had so frequently loaded them on 
former occasions, when by their necessities they 
were compelled to apply for parliamentary aid. 
They would be obliged, be said, to come to 
Parliament, year after year, for aid, by way of 
loan, for the payment of those debts contracted, ' 
not for themselvesy but for the services of the^ 
British Government in India. Would not those 
very men, he would ask, who now talked of pro- 
mising indemnity and guarantee, at the end of 
five years when they would be obliged to apply 
for such aid as this, turn round upon them, and 
with all the bitterness of invective, repro'ach 
tliem for their extravagance, and charge them 
with the hardest terms that could be found in the 
nomenclature of abuse, — with the violation andi 
that confidertce reposed in them by^ 
the Civ^rnment ? It was wise, therefore, now t6, 



^initicipate such events anrf ^guav^l against theh* 
conaeqtlences. 

But the argument advanced was, not ^hat 
we would mt give you this the 

Vi^ument was, what claim can you eall 
Mi to make good ?* As to the/j^dministration 
of the affairs of India, what risk do you run 
by taking upon you the government?” The}! 
said, “ there is no risk, we give you the China 
tr^ide to enable you to carry on those institu^ 
tions erected in India.” He would call upon 
the Court to look at the China trade. How, he 
would ask, did it stand ? He besought the 
Directors to recollect, that they had already de* 
dared, in the most solemn manner, with respect 
to the China trade, that unless that trad(^ was 
continued to the Company with all its exclusive 
privileges, it was utterly impossible the Company 
could go on at all. Was the China trade, he 
would ask, intended to be continued to them 
inviolable? He would admit that the China ‘ 
trade was indispensably necessary to the very 
existence of the Comi)any : but did this bill 
secure k to the Company ? So far from it, there 
Was a power, given to the Board of Controul to 
issue licences for ships, other than the 'Kast-India 
Company’s, to go lo the China seas^.jn^jW^^ 
notwithstanding thi^— notwithstanding thv Comf^. 
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piny was to Ije bereft of and rendered ins^ur^ 
in the most vit^I point of their existence,— any 
act of theirs in disobedience of the trust imposed 
upon them, —any declaration of theirs even 
questioning the expediency of the measures, th^y 
were called qp,,to execute, would be considered 
as tantamount to rebellion and treason. How 
was it possible, then, that the government of 
India could exist under such circumstances } 
He had no hesitation in saying that it never 
could. What security, he would ask, had the 
Company against an attempt to wrest from them 
even the whole of the China trade ? For he 
confessed, on the firmness of Ministers they 
could have very little reliance. Was it too much 
to say, that the same clamour raised by the 
petitioners, and the same tumultuous cry wliich 
had extorted thus much from the Government, 
would, at no distant period, be used as the in- 
strument of terrifying the Government into a 
scheme for the disfranchisement of the Company 
of every privilege it possesses? For his own 
part, he had little reason to hope that there wbuld 
be a more lively sense of justice in the, Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain on that day than in the 
J^arliament of i\\e present. He doubted not that 
the same arguments would be applied then that 
yere used now to divest the 
L 
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and that the &cite 4aj)0Bitbt\ wcadd 
induce the House of Conmcms to yield up every 
CQOScientious feeling of justice. It waa impose 
lable not to foresee that this would be the conse^ 
^UOtfce^ in a few years, and that the Company 
^uld fall the victim of clamcmr and violeacci 
it was unnecessary^ thereforei to , impress upoa 
the Court the necessity of looking well to tie 
consequences of any neglect as to the provisiont 
of the bargain they> were about, to enter into. 
If Government really and sincerely meant to 
bold the Company out a3 the Sovereigns of 
India, they should, for their oWn sakes, as a 
measure of sound policy— they slM)uld do that 
which would give spirit and effect to an inten'^ 
tion so copshjtent with tho’ happiness and welfare 
of India, , The/measure he suggested would, in 
Ids opinion, give; a consolidation to the whole 
fabric of the India government while, on the 
contrary, the neglect of such policy wo^ld com- 
pletely defeat the proposed advantages of the 
new arrangements. It might be certainly an 
act of wise policy to keep the China trade ; but 
he confessed it was impossible, without souje 
further security, , for the Company to discljarge 
its trust, with satisfaction to itsell^ and perma- 
nency to its establishments. He acknowledged^ 
that if they were made secure and safe in thi;t 
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respect, it tronH be tnutaallf advantageetts 
the public and io the interests of the Compa(ny* 

If the China tradej together with the other ad*^ 
vantages he pointed out were properly secured 
he was free to admit they would run no tiilt. 

If the Gov^nnient really meant to do these 
things^ they would make no hesitation in pro- 
posing to make them law. It was the duty, 
certainly, of this Court, as the representatives 
and organ of tbo Proprietary, to look with vigi- 
Janoe and jealousy to the interests of their absent 
members} and be trusted that, in what bad 
fallen from him upon this subject, from ihk 
experience the Court had had of bis conduct 
during the time he had been a member, they 
would acquit him of any thing like a personal 
wish or a personal motive upon the subject. 

When the bill came before the House of Com- 
mons in committee, he entertained a confident 
hope that His Majesty’s Ministers would not 
only feel the importarfoe of this point to the in- 
terests of the Proprietors, but that th^ would 
examine carefully whether, consistently with the 
protection meant to be afforded to them, some 
enacting clause might not be introduced into the 
bill for the moral ascertainment of their security* || 
Upon an occasion like the* present, unavailing 
humility was not only idle, but unbecoming the 





character of the Company. The experience of 
the laat two months had given a pretty good 
lesaon to the Company of the feelings and dis- 
positions entertained towards them by some hon. 
pljtnbers of the Commons House of Parliament 
|i#ijttle was to be expected cither from their jus- 
. tice or their delicacy ; and so firmly persuaded 
was he of the total absence of all forbearance, 
that even had the administration of the country 
proposed to take from the Company the thirty 
millions which it cost them to erect their esta- 
blishments, without giving them thirty farthings 
in respect thereof, they would be hailed with 
cheers and dppbuses for their patriotic and Ube* 
ral conduct I (Hear! hear!) They would be 
apph(ided<-^ the skies for every thing but the 
cori)rnoah<^ne8ty of such a proceeding. He cer- 
tainly did not want, to reduce His Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters to any terms of humility upon this sub- 
ject, All he was anxious for was the effect and 
spirit of the thing: ftll he wanted was security. • 
Let the Government guarantee those assets to the 
Proprietors, nnd Ae was satisiiod. Leave them 
the China trade, and he v- as satisfied. Let their 
assets be secured upon a jiroper tooting, he cared 
^ not wliut footing, so as it was safe, and he was 
content. , Those who knhv hiin,>knew that he 
did not care three rushes for him^lf personally, 
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whether the matter was settled one way df the 
other ; but he conjured the Court to recollfedt 
thiit they were but Trustees for the absent 
Proprietors, and he need not remind them that 
without the revenue of the Company was secdlA81 
their ^debts could not be paid. He triistedf, 
therefore, that as Trustees, if not jealous of their 
own interests, they would secure, by all the vi- 
gilance in their power, the interests of those who^ 
from their sex, their infirmity, or their distant 
from London, were prevented from attendance 
upon this momentous occasion. It was upon 
that ground alone that he conjured them to urge 
this to the administration, and to endeavour to 
prevail upon them to give this guarantee. 

Should there be any^ifficulty started to the 
suggestions he had proposed, there was another 
mode equally as desirable, and perhaps less ob- 
jectionable. The idea was contained in one of 
the resolutions read to the* Court this day, which 
was to allow a guarantee fund to begin to accu- 
mulate whenever the debt of the Company 
should amount to X 10,000,000. A plan, the 
excellence of which he bad no doubt of, because 
experience had proved its efficacy. Jt would be 
most desirable to suffer this fund to accumulate, 
not only as it would affbrd additional security to 
the stock proprietors, but as to the effect it 
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■rouM have apon tlifi pablk Thfc ex*' 

tellence of this principle was stror^ljr manifest^ 
cd^itnring tb« paroxisms of the Fitnch revniu* 
rtoti, iVhen notwithstanding all the ahockt and 
iMsoces of tbe timed, the stockholder ms 
fteily sBcnre and, confident of the safety of the 
capital in India* Under every ccttnideration, it 
became tl>e Court to persist in some proposition 
of this kind, when he considered what Amgct 
and risk the stockholder had to 'Encounter ; and 
above all, the number of families, widows, and 
orphans, whose existence depended upon the se* 
eurity of the Company’s means* Better, there-^ 
lore, now to establish such security, than wait for 
four or Jivo years heiwOf when they would be 
less likely to succeed in their application, and 
when tliO evil anticipated would perhaps have 
already arrived at an unconquerable height. 
Sure he was, that without such a guarantee, 
though they might keep off ruin, perhaps, for 
four or five years, it would ultimately come upon 
them, When they Were unable to arrest it He 
confessed that he had felt much anxiety upon 
this subject ; and ftough there mi^t be some 
difficulties st|»rted in Parliament, yet he hoped 
that the bill in committee would be so modified 
as to secure so equitable a' provision for the. pro- 
tection of the Proprietary, 





Jk^fterMiayiiig; t!kro 9 m<%oiit thcoe few 6hi^av> 
tianl^ he should now forbear going further at;, 
length; into the std^t ; until the btU should he; 
in a more perfect sfa^e. He should; hofK^ that 
the CofUrt of Dhtector^i woulcl^eix to thiaaugft^ 
gestian^ whoa , they eonauieied how. nuich) th® 
l)appii»88 and the comfort of many huasdnedper^ 
sons depended upoa a due consideeatiQti of thisi 
subject Doubdessy an alteration in dik^ hiU ^ 
the effect suj^ted would make it mofaequitufi 
ble^ and oonduca ii^re to the establtshoeal mb 
solidity of the British empire in the East*. . Kha 
man felt more anxious them be did. for die. 
rests aind the welfare of die Proprietorjr; a«uh 
whatever cmssideration of disiotemsted oaturir 
might induce the Company to sacriffce much of 
tbeir own interestsi there was uw principle og 
morality or of. policy could call upon the Cjom- 
patiy to sacrifice the interests of the Proprietors^ 
for feelings of that kind« 

After apologising to the Court for trespassing 
too long upon their time, hecoududedbjr damif^ 
iog the privilege of delivering bis sentim^ta, 
more at laxge^ when the bill came,, in a perfect 
state,., under the qoDsideraition of the CoujrU 
Sir Hugh lugUa m^ Mr. Hume rose together ;; 
but. tlie latter yielded the precedence— and Sir; 
Hugh hglis proceeded. He said; he would nnb 
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iS the Proprietors at aoy length 011 
sent occasion. The object of his. rising was to 
aiicertain clearly wliat.the question was before 
the Court, if any question there was under con- 
juration. He understood the motion proposed 
ty,.the hon. Proprietor was to postpone the fur^ 
User consideration of this question till Saturday, 
next. If that question was really before the 
Court, certainly he should be for supporting jt : 
but be would not stop there, .fcfore the Court 
came to a decision upon this great and important 
question, he would wish them to wait till the 
bill bad gone through a Committee of the House 
of Commons, which he understood was intended 
it should do on Monday; but he apprehended 
that a bill of that importance could not be sup- 
posed lively tq go through the Committee in one 
day : therefore, when the Court should. meet on 
Saturday, it would be for their considemtion to 
adjourn the debate on their ultimate decision till 
such time as it should be likely that the blanks 
of the bill would Refilled up. When the bill 
should come out of the Committee and all 
incasui;ie 8 of importance contained therein sh(^uld 
be adjusted, the regular course, he undeiiRtood| 
upon questions of such importance, was, for the 
Committee to report the bill, and then, for the, 
House to recommit it again for further discussion* 
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Hi^ ffio^ 

sit diWm, l3^a4 S^ fafcfei ec^|)Wli' 

a vie# <jf the Object, 

tb«M|ihti teftfittifetb siy i» SatiHv^ 

1%; biit#h4#e hill 


of Cbmniohs thfere'^oifld W ti very fruitftit Ifelit 
of occupjrften for HU ittmihbiis afitflHWI 

he shahid hope that the observifidhs 
by gehttemen before the bar, arwJ gcii^ehlW 
hittd tt, tvoiild lead to an nscsfol result. If ehbl# 


not be^xpect^ that, kt tBs monteh^^ fcrsHbttfd 

give ati opinion las to "whcfHefe' 

ought to the China trSffe"ii^h ibe terms 

pTopos€d||l^i!*atfie the'Court 'h^b^ a bare ^fbr 

positiotf^'^ore them ; and it vvasoiiljHWheti 

blkhlcs ?fi the bill were filled 

Court 'Would be able to corhe to ^ st^d^dedi* 


si0n. 


' He agreed with the hoti. and learned gerttftJ- 
riiiW/that it Would' be unwise on the.part of tM 
Company 'tb accept a measure wHh^ re8trictioni^ 
and with defects that Wotild completely defeat the 
jmrpose ihtedtf^i But He hojUtf that the Bfft 
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cpme out of tile CoramittiM with such 
aipeudments and alterations as wou^ induce the 

§ Company to a^e;p it. ttere were various rea- 
ns why the (t^^lrajiy' should accept 
if it were possillScf they coiil^ do it with any ad- 
^i^ntage to themselves. He need not, however, 
printout to the enlightened body he was addfess- 
ing, nor to the hon. Chairman) what were the 
tnotiyes that ought t6 induce t||^ to go on, if 
itVere possible to do so, with dhy advantage to 
themselves. Those reasons, perhaps, he might 
be induced to trouble the Court with on some 
future day ; but, at present, he confessed it was 
rather desirable that tlic 'Conrt should see the 
Bill, as it wo|uld come out of the House of Com- 
mons, gave any opinion, and before 

they chnid t(i‘do^^decwio?i. 

Mr. Hume '^ejii rose. He said it was not his 
intention, to have troubled the Court^ all upon 
the pr^ent occasion, had it not been for some 
observations that had fallen from one* or two ' 
g^tlemen in the present Court. 

They were observations, he was confident, 
which* if put to their candour, they would 
admit to be at least a I^tle ill-timed ; and as ifar 
as they went to calumniate gentlemen, who bad 
the misfortune to dissent in opinion from thern, 
upon a subject involving great opposition of sen- 
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timent on all sides : l^e confessed, they app^]^ 
to him as unjust and unge^rpus as they Were 
ill-timed. It was natural on7^,jSubjecte of tHU 
kind,' involving ^ .many inter^l^ and ipxcitjD|[ 
^ many ; of- ^ piejudi^ of y^ous classes^ 
men, that &cre, should be muciv.and, he VouW 
. say, , well gro^unae^ differjence qf opinion. 
was to be expected, that j^ch pj^rty would, expre^ 
himself in as strong language as he possibly 


qould. 


^bme there were who nii^t 


express themselves with more ^yarmth and ip- 
temperance of manner, than ptopviety rq^uire^ 
and he was sure, for one, that he wpuld nbt 
have been pleased if this subject bad been taKeh 
up and canvfis^d at the expense of candour, 
liberality and temperance. Bu| h6 was afraid 
that, if any where the charj^ plf infemperance 
and unnecq^ry warmth was .^ell founded, it 
would ip(][uiry iinki it had begun 

on the ^side of those present in the Court ; and 
. therefore, whilst each party and whilst the Court 
itself differed in opinion from those but of 
doors upon tliis subject, they ought, at least, 
to make some allowance for the opinjons^of 
those j who, from their high situation? and re- 
sponsible trustjj, might be supposed* to entertain 
some feelings of anxiety for .the public interestj 
and for tlic advantage of the various interests con- 
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•Meted With the pjiWie 9 crVicCi l^ym, thei^ 
for% ttofry that tim hoMuriliie 
tljifNit tfithin tMahar (Mfi Intp^ ahotild 
|Kh^gfat it to mil of th^ 

j|||Mnt coar$%>soF ptooeeding^) t6 W tntoy 

^iMiieited obs^i^mo^^ and to bavo^attac^ed the 
^tuiduct of Hia Majeity*s Mitnaters in the mOk- 
her fce had done. He had stated^ that the ooaf to 
Of the Court’s ptooMliOg had J# to a want of 
iMfidence between die two {lilies; namely, 
thfe Company and the Gefverninent. For his 
own part, he hoped that no soch proceeding bad 
.takeii place, to destroy the mutaal confidence, 
that ought to subsist between those parties, upon 
a SirbjeOt so intetestijii^ to both ; and that His 
Majesty’s^JMthiMrs would entertain a due regafd 
for tine Woffi«PO.of Company, and for the 
interOsts which tte Company weft tidiarged to 
take care of. Experience bad -shewn,, that Minis- 
ters were not blind to those consideritlbns ; and 
therefore he did think that it was a little too 
hard to be so severe upon them. For what did 
tho*^ honourable and learned gentleman say ? 
He said they came forward to l^rliameiit, first 
with one sej of propositions, and aftierwards 
attenijjteJ to introduce others highly disadvan- 
tageous to the Company, But surely, before 
they were cottvicted of duplicity, or before they 
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were charged^ with btrd epHibel^ ii€^d bf 
h0n;genil)ei»ftii, cosimon eaiidour atid eoti^inoii 
justice c#Ued iifjon the the 

tleman^ to wait until tfaejr had e^y dettel liid 
before thettii end but then 
tbeyebme to a;foir and diapassionate deaili«pl« 
How was it possible for the Court to coqad toTra 
decision until the details were before them ? 
Common josttoe and cbmtnoii liberality demaiult* 
ed that they alfould w%nh until that period^ #oiriid 
arrive; but, at the same time, even iftbe^iwit^ 
rials upon which the hon. gentleman'^a^piiifolt 
was founded were ostensibly before the Cotet^ 
he should be nnwiHing to give fins coiteerit to 
those terms of reproadi applied to th^‘ conduit 
of those in power upon this Question. It wtls 
hard to hear it said that tfaiey hid dote nothing 
for the Colhpany, and that in this ihd'^tbiit 
ittstanoep^they bad actually betrayed tboir’aii^ 
lerests t^and it was equally Onjust and 
gonerots to say that, in the measureii . jthiy^hid 
adopted, their sole object and wisli wis Ihft 
Company’s total destruction.. Was it nothing, 
he would ask, to do what they had doite 
to rfuritttain to the Company the, entire corn- 
fnand of India ; to allow them to retain posses- 
sion , of their forts, thfiir artnamehts, and their 
military establishments? Was it nothing to 





Mbi^toittieni a Charter tfor twenty years longef, 
wheb; their opponents and enemies were 
ohiiowing'with'Violewe for a Charter ,of only 
or* perhaps- fearer years I . Was it nothing to 
iWtre to them tho China trade .withopt .any 
itepetition ; at least in all the valuable articles 
dP^cdramerce, For bis part, he would say that 
they had done a great deal for the Companyv; 
and in taking care of their interests in the man- 
ner they had done, they had gdbe a great way 
towards .placing them in the possession of all 
their most important privileges. Little, there- 
fcre, did they. deserve, in his opinion, those 
reproaches in return for the liberality the Com- 
pany had experienced at. their hands. From all 
that had pawedy^ be would ask the Court whether 
they bad any reason rto believe, tm month since, 
that they would-have obtained such liberal terms 
as those that wete now tendered to thcui ? For 
hisi own part, he did not expect so favouifablc a 
resultv^ind this result was owing to thpsc very 
Ministers who were now reproached for not 
having done more* He was persuaded, that in 
the course of conduct adopted by Ministers, tb^y 
twere actuated by a due regard, not only foy the 
interests of the Company, but for the nation in 
general. Had. tbey’acted' otherwise, was it to be 
adid that they would not have sacrideed any 





interests tvhatever. The thatpub^ 

tiecessitj^ and the urgency df the times, ptadad 
them in a situatibn of bei% efe!i|;ed to do thikt 
which, however inconsiiStent with individotl 
interests, Wds necessary to the general ^wel&ii: 
He was persuaded that etery candid 
mind' would do justice to the motives' of Ifis 
Majesty’s Ministers, and acquit them of any 
intcritioh iiicdOsistejit with the wdfare of the 
Company, a due regard to the necessitfe* 
of the public: he was sorry, therefore, ^thal 
this Court should still Continue that system of 
intemperance which, he must say, had beguti 
with them ; and he Was much more so, when be 
heard his honourable and learned friend nett 
him (Mr. Jackson) assail the Hou^ of Common! 
generally ^ iov the condoct'^and' expressions of 
one or in Jividuals of thatboAOurable House* 
Really, as far as his experience and knowled^ of 
that House went, he was led to think that thosfc 
reproaches were unjust, and that the imputation! 
cast upon their conduct were not consistent 
with the experience every impartial observer 
must have had during these proceedings: arid 
he could not help saying that it w^as even unjust 
to Mippose that this was a ‘contest between the 
House of Commons atidT the EasiHndiia Company. 
The fact was, whatever might be said to the 
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€l^trary,iH was a contest between AePti^/te and 
tht 0>fnp(my» The offences of 4hei pubti^ if 
sn^h ,tbe 3 r were, ooght not to be charged upon 
Ifie House of Commons. The intemperate lari'* 
or the inconsiderate zeal of a body of 
perhaps not having a very ckar idea of 
tMhmvn interests, were not to be made matter 
of complaint against a House of Parliament 
composed of men of superior talents, and 
ineapable of resorting to those act% which, in tli^ 
understanding of every well regulated mind, 
inust in the end ibll neglected and despised. 

^ vAt the same, time, he must say that it was a 
little too hard to couple the assertions of one or 
two honourable noblemen or gentlemen with i\n 
general chaiacter and conduct of the whole 
House of GdMmotB. He bad too high an opi- 
nion nf that assembly to think that th^’^ would 
be guided by any measures, but wliat appeared 
to tfeem equally beneficial to the interOUtl of the 
Compatry and the public ; be would therefore 
presume to suggest, that it would be more deco- 
rous and more consistent with llic general cha« 
racter pf this Court, if hon. gentlemen were to 
withhold all^assertions and statements resp^^iting 
any language that may have fallen fiom hou. 
members of that house on that subject. 

He was extremely happy to have, this oppor- 



tanity xS, polking wbat ^raiioi 

genttenuin^ upon a point which ho (Mr.iiujQfl^^ 
hai on a former occsa^onte,ti!»ia.bted t^O; Coort* 
Though . |bat boow . gentJeman^lltod > llOjt, bf 

jHume) humbly conceive^ brought^/jyil 
real jtate and merits of the case before tha 
yet , he acknowledged that he ha4 called* 
attention of the Court to his (Mr* Hutne s) opir 
nion, in. which he ;Was happy to find that, hon^ 
gentleman noi^ concurred^ upon a point he h^d 
brought under the consideration of the Court oit 
a Jormr occasion, and which they would find 
recorded in the report of the first dny of these 
proceedings, On that occasion he took notice^ 
that when the matter was considered, it would 
be acknowledged that the public would support 
his Majesty’s Ministers in carryinginto executioi^ 
the m^uwres they bad proposed; and it would 
be recollected, that he had stated specifically and 
in every ^possible mode, as would be found upon 
the n^fd the Courts proceedings,: that ha 
wished the Court of Directors should have in 
view what bis hon. friend had now bruilght 
before the Court:, but in which he, ijnfortu*? 
nutalyi; was not happy enough to obtain the 
concurreuce of tlie Court. It was certainly a 
subject be had felt «iu©h at heart, and he was 
the more happy that it should he brought under 
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tlie considefation of the Conti: sueh dr- 

cumttances^ when he recollected Witlr whatcbld- 
neeslt u as received -when he had the fionoUf'of 
ulrentibning it oti'^that occasion, that he wished 
ilKijit ardently that a guarantee should be de- 
iSihded front the Government. He wished that 
the ' (!!ourt of Directors should declare thatsubh 
and bch were the opinions of the Court, if they 
carried their proceedings into eifett. Experience 
had taught them, that they ought to be firm in 
their demand upon the subject ; and he trusted 
they would turn that experience to an useful 
account. He would now declare, for his own 
jart, without hesitation, and he trusted the Court 
would come to an unanimous opinion upon the 
subject with him, that if such proceedings and 
changes as were proposed in the East-India Com- 
pany’s cstabfishinents took place, it would be 
impossible for the Company to carry on their 
political functions without such guarantee. If 
the Court ot Directors, and if the East-India 
Company in general, understood their own inter- 
ests and meant seriously to consider them— 
which he was persuaded they wished to do,^he 
would ventyre to submit to this Court, whether 
they ought not to call on his Majesty’s Ministers 
and say to them---** If you are determined to 
insist upon possessing the tradeto India, and 
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you insist upon possessing tiie trji4? .9, f . 
« Cbina^ to a certain degree* give us somegu^t. 
" ranteefor our security fkgaipstjthf consequences 
of such privations ” This waa.a. sti^p 
ought not > to he postponed : ^ it oughts to 
in the very b^inning^ when , the causes 
which were to produce such impottaut 
Let the Court tell His Majesty’s M inisters this—*. 
We are entrusted with all the functions of an 
‘‘ expensive got^rnment ; we are about to he dcr 
pived of those, commercial' advantages wbicli 
“ have hitherto enabled us to support that;, 
expnsive government: uoic is the time for,u# 
” to look into the prospective state of pur 
finances — not what they niay be in a year or 
two, but to those millions of defalcation we 
may be subject to, in a^-more advanced state 
of our government: it is fitting,; therefore, that 
we should have some security — sonae guarantee 
for ourselves/* 

What had the Company to look to, in order 
to support them in the undertaking in, which 
they were about to embark? Frpm whence 
were the means to come which were to support 
them in their government; for they were 
parting with those very means necessarily requi- 
site from them to act ?• They had declared un*^ 
equivocally, that their commerce was reduced^ 
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ttt6umin|,that they had Mo eornmercti 
to biditi n>bich they did aHert^but which, at 
b<M, was mere matter of opinion i<>f>but taking 
/the- principle they had laid down, namely, that 
Ibey had no commerce they should bei unable 
Iwearfy the great operations of that body into 
and that therr commerce waa aotually 
reduced I surely then it was but fair, that they 
fthould look to those persons in Government who 
deprived them of the means by which they 
tntpccted to be able to carry on their political 
functions. They should have called upon II is 
Majesty’s Ministers to give them that guarantee, 
Which Would ^able them to answer those de- 
mands which must inevitably be made upott 
them. On every score of justice and reason 
they had claims dpon His Majesty’s Government 
for that sort of guarantee* They • should have 
called upon them to guarantee those resources 
which had hitherto been applicable to the pay- 
ment of eitpenses for maintaining the national 
greatnest. If they had done this, they would 
ttOt^hithertO have experienced so much difticolly 
Ind embarrassment in the management of their 
HRirs. Their own interests and the Interetls of 
thh ^Proprietary, of whom they were thetrustees^ 
required that th€y‘slK)uM now adopt such pro 
feedings as would guard iheih against the coo« 
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tSng^ciet import&ht an underhkinlf; 

Happy wal he to find that his Icftna^ fiibid 
concurred' with him upon tbia point; although 
ftottiettmea he had the misSortuni^Ud 
Coneileabiy^iroiti his learnt friend in soifttdf 
bit positions; happy was he that that!iboiin 
gentlemaQ saw this proposition in the lamd 
and he hoped that, before longi, ha aholild see 
those ( necessary securities Jbr ; tfao ^LWpany^S 
means^ become a portion of the^^bill befote 
Parliament; — means which were rits CBsentad 
and important to the Court of Ptopcietorsi 'lai 
titey were to the Proprietors of India stock li 
large. Was it to be said in Engkndi that a bodj^ 
of men, united, as they had been, for a number 
of years, embarking with chearfulness and ala«> 
crity their capital, not.siai|dy toiestaWish the 
possesskin of so many milliouybf acres of land, 
but to ok like and govern 60,000,000 of people 
in ^ntlk^*-^was it to be said that such a body of 
men, after fio many important senricesj were to be 
kft insecure in the payment of their dividends I 
Were they to have no hope of having flicir 
capital restored, by means defined and cleared of 
all Uncerfaiinty? Were they to be deprived of 
those hopes of security, which every man, in every 
situatioa of life, had a 'right*to daim and expect 
for the safeguard of his property } Why, the% 
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ikny ikdt to the Proprietary of Ijidia itoefev 
which would not be refused to the meanest indi-^ 
vrdual fn the state ? He was happy, therefore^ 
tiiiatthis 'had been suggested by his hon. friend j 
IIhI he was more convinced now than ever of 
ftfe' obvious necessity of that security; and he 
ihiteld be ever happy to support any proposition 
fbt its attainment 

‘Now, as to the mode of the Court’s pro^ 
ceding, he would beg leave to say a few words* 
He could not agree with the hon. and learned 
gentleman behind the bar (Mr. Impey), that in 
ito stage of the proceedings had His Majesty’s 
Ministers shewn a disposition to hear advice or 
attend to the suggestions of this Court. On 
the contrary, their very first proposition was, in 
a word — in consequence of the coinmunica- 
** tions made to ttem.” This very declaration 
was conclusive, that it was in comideraim of 
the suggestions on both sides, that they had come 
to that resolution, which they thought best 
calculated to promote the interests of the Corn- 
pan^ and the country in general* The Court 
had th^ testimony of the hon. Chairman him- 
self, in whose declaration he (Mr. Hume) pcr-^ 
fectly concurred, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
had yielded a great many' points that they had 
not before meant to concede to the Company : 





that they bad altered matiy^, of the resolu^Qjf|^^« 
they had first proposed to introduce into tho) 
bill, with respect to the regulations for the con- 
duct of tjie Company : he should waft, tbeic^ 
fore, with anxious expectation, for the result upon|); 
the great |)oint he alluded to ; and he was 
that, if the hon. Chairman thought there 
be any advantage arising from the mitigation of 
any of the provisions of the bill, he should 
think no possible danger could result from makp 
ing the experiment. It should be recollected,, 
that if His Majesty’s Ministers had hitherto 
attended to suggestion and advice, it was not 
thence to be concluded, that if the Court cort-^r 
ducted themselves temperately and rooderately,^ 
any further suggestion would not be attend-? 
cd to by His Majesty’s ^ Ministers* For hb 
ovvn part, he did hope and trusi that they would 
attend to that suggestion, and give it every posr 
siUle weight and effect in their power. . . . , 

It would be unnecessary for him,, siter having 
said so much upon this subject, to trespass faiv 
thcr upon the time of the Court; he shdUld 
therefore content himself, for the present, with 
exprjessjng his anxiety to see the blanks in thc^^ 
bill foled up. But he could not conclude with-; 
out expressing his conviction, that if His M^*\ 
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jesty’fi MinUters could be induced to adopt tiw 
auggestion alluded to by his hon* and learned 
friend^ the bill, with a little alteration^ would in 
hia judgment.be unexceptionable. He con- 
cluded by giving bis vote for the prbposth that 
Court should meet on Saturday next^ 
purpose of further debatipg the merits of Ibe 
bill. 

The ChaSrmani for the sake of order, requested 
to know whether the motion for adjourning the 
Court till Saturday was seconded by any gentlcr 
man? 

Mv. Davies said he would withdraw his motion, 
ind would second the motion made for the 
Court meeting again on Saturday. 

The Chab'man begged to suggest to the Court 
that they wfre to have % quarterly meeting on the 
tnorrow ; but he conceived that it wae now only 
proposed to adjourn the debate , on lut^ect 
to Saturday. 

Thcjquiwtkm was then put, ‘^tliatthe Court . 

do ^adjourn this debate till Saturday 
hfKkh was carried unauimously.. 

! Adjpurned, 





SATURDAY, ^Jime 1813. 

.:r? . • . I' 

The 'Mi^uteb dP the last Court having been 
itead, the Chtaimm,^ {^bert Th&mi^n^ ‘ 
lf« P.) said^ he had to aequaint the Court, 
bled on that day, that they were met to take^lttto 
fiirthcJr consideration papers laid before them on 
the fJ2nd instant, of which gentlemen ware al- 
irisady in possession. 

Bye-L^ws. 

Mr. Lowndes wished to be permitted tto iitate 
What he considered a gross abuse. He ivas pre- 
sent, on the preceding day, when seven gentle- 
men were appointed to inspeot^thes^isting By^ 
Laws of the Company and to form neW o»ef. 
Now it 'Should be recollected, that this Com- 
mittee for the inspection of the Bye-Laws form- 
ed 'the bit between the Proprietors ai^4.^he £ast- 
India Directors. It was theiO duty td^reveht 
the Directors from invading the rights atid 
leges of the Proprietors ; and such bejog the 
case, he would ask, was it fit or proper - that 
these seven gentlemen should be elected when 
only, six Proprietors were 'present. Without 
meaning to cast any reflection on those 
o 



I® AT f BE 

men, he would merely observe, ^)t|iat if sueh a 
practice were passed^ver unnotic^ the Directors 
might send seven creatures of thejr own into thie 
.Court, to do whatever they plea^d. An Act of 
iFarlianient could not be passed into a law, if 
there were but six or eight members present 
of the House of Commons unless forty mem- 
bers were present it coj^ld not become the law of 
the land. 

Mr. R, Jackson said, that the lion, gentleman 
was quj^te out of order : he had introduced a sub- 
ject which they were not called on to discuss. 
Ihey were met there to consider the bill now 
pending in the House of Commons — and he 
submitted whether the proceeding of the hon. 
gentleman was not quite extraneous. It was 
unnecessarily taking up the time of the Court, 
which was extremely precious, particularly on 
that day, when many gentlemen, who resided 
in the countr}^, had been obliged to come into 
town ; and, therefore, he thought they had bet- 
ter proceed at once with the subject which they 
weft specially met to discuss, then to enter on 
an examination of the Bye-Laws. The gentle- 
men alluded to by the hon, Proprietor were 
elected by a General Court, and he could not con- 
ceive on what grounds he could found any proper 
objection. 
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t^onld life" accused of M tJfes^fessed^ttie 
bouods of ordefi wh^ri tho^Cterkro^ pSrt 

of the pfoceedmgs 'cf the last Cdbtf, fliat seven 
gentlemen ^ha# been 'elected for the jihrpose of 
ini{ieetirtg the ByeXaws. 

The Chairman said;^ that the hon.’ ^htfelnan 
had made the same objection on the preceding 
day, when there certainly was not a full Court of 
Proprietors. He was very sorry that it had so 
happened, but the Court was not numerously 
attended, when those gentlemen were appbinted 
to examine the Bye-Laws. The Court of Di- 
rectors, however, were not answerable forifitt. 
The business at present before the Court, which 
was bf so much importance to the Cotripahy, he 
hoped would be now proceeded inj’ and that no 
farther disfordbt would be manifeted, by entering 
on the di^ussion of a subject which was hot 
regularly tinder their consideration. 

Mr. Ihwrtdes said, he had nd 'dtfeirf W^y of 
stating his sentiments before the f^^rfetors, 
and of appealing to them, whether sucK u pro- 
ceeding should be permitted. Why, h« wodld 
ask^ had not the intention of e^cting these 
seveh gentfismen been inserted in the advertise- 
meiit^ by Which they werd called together to 
hear the amount of their dividend declared ? 
o 2 
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tun)(^ of considerfS|f ilifhetbet the^ sevih pw^ 
Idttli w6it fit'loferthi a Committee fbr the 
•mihatiott t)f the Bye-Law*.’ ^ had an 
^fktople in the proceedings 6f the Legislature^ 
ihlt business' ihould not be dispatched in so thin 

aCSSilrt. 

Ulr. Imp^ appeal^ lo the good sense of the 
hon. Proprietor, and he, certainly possessed 
good sense, vJ^hether he would go into a minute 
investigation t>f the Company’s Bye-LawSj when 
the Court were actually" met for the purpbSeof 
‘^ohsidcring, whether they should any logner 
eWst liS a body. 

Mr. observe}, that in order toerist 

as a great Company, they ought tb respect them- 
selves ; etrd^'Wlien persons were thus elected to 
an important duty, in a Court cohfistrag of six 
Prbprietors, it gave their enemies aii^ ‘opportu- 
nity of saying, that they did not attend to their 
Internal Interests as they ought to do. 

Mr,, said, it was desirable to know 
wliethet there u'as any Bye-Law of that Court, 
by whJeh they were restricted from proceeding 
' ^ith business, Unless a certain number of ^ 
be?rs were present? If no such law exited, 
which he belieVed Was the case, the hon.. Pro- 
prietor was out of order in noticing the subject 
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IM jb/Qi bad He <pi3gijt jiyp ply to have g|pn 

► jiotk^ that, jgt a Cpiirt, he wp^J4 

^pubipit *a motion relativa. Jo irregularity 
prhich he copoeived to have taken 

i.Mr. Lowndes said, that, ip conformity. wi||i 
Ihe opinion <rf the hon. gentifimen, he urpnld 
then give notice, that, on some future ocpaa^pq, 
be would bring the question qnder the .opfisi- 
deratipn of the Court* 

E^st-India BiLL. 

Mr* Jackson said, that, at the last meeting 
of Proprietors, the hon. Chairman bad taken 
occasion to remind them of the solemn circum- 
stances under which they were met. If, any 
intervening circumstances could add to that 
solemnity, these circumstances had, taken place 
since that period: and, as an hon. Proprietor, 
(Mr. Impey) who spoke to order, had observed, 
they wejra uo longer called upon to inquire into 
the observance or abrogation of any. given law, 
they had now to decide on the questioil of their 
existence. He would assure the Court, that it 
bacl never happened to him to addre^ss them 
under circuoistanoes of more commanding im- 
portance, or with feelings ot more acute sensi-* 
hiktys for, tboi^h he was not a person of 
authority amopgst them,, yet he did fed, and 
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lie sbould be extreaiely cpipable if /be did 
feeif that many of^4beiA had honoured hini 
wi^li ' thw confideribe : and to thcfse indri 
tiduals, ai^ Irell as to the great body of the 
^Btijprietoi^ he felt deeply responsible for every 
KiAir# of adficeiwhich he had at any time of- 
fiewed'^to them. If it were not superfluous in 
him, whose principles were so generally known, 
to speak of personal motives and private' ob- 
jects, he should, at that moment, make the 
most solemn appeal to the Court: he sliould 
state to them, that, as far as he could judge of 
hia own heart, it had not a single bias, He ac- 
knowledged no other object, but to deliver to 
bis ■co-proprietors the best advice— to point out 
to them the course which was safest, both for 
their interesfandthat of the public, with which 
they were so nearly identified. (/Ipfkmth) 

On this day they were summoned to make ob- 
servations on the India bill, as far as it appeared 
to them ; and though lie wished that those ob- 
vations should be made with all temperance—* 
though he considered this as a stage of tiie busi- 
ness, when all passion should be laid aside, and 
when reason alone should operate and beHf <he 
sway-- yet he was desirous that a complete Ihr 
vestigation of the subject should take place; 
divested, as far as the circumstances would allow. 
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of all warmth of expres^kfi .^and evincing . 
heat of feeling, beybndwlilkl the casfe might 
ly justify and require. Heknliv that he waa 
addressing persons, who would act (airly up to 
their own interests, while they did not! neglect 
those of the public ; for they had always cdnsi** 
dered that an union of interests existed 
them ; he should, therefore, very shortly offer 
his ideas on the bill : and he would also examine 
the situation of the Company, as they stood 
subsequently to the negociation, and previous to 
the bririging in of the bill; the situation in 
which they would be placed if the bill were 
passed into a law; and finally, their situation i£ 
they should think it necessary to decline the bill 
altogether. These were three situations of the 
highest interest to that Court. Incidentally, they 
might enquire, what were the best means of 
forming a judgment on the terms proposed to 
them ; aJid they certainly ought to call on the 
Directors, before the blanks were^ filled upy to 
pronounce their fair sentiments on, the ques- 
tion — not by way of resolution, but seriatim^ 
and distinctly, — before they agreed to tjie mea* 
Butf proposed to them. Such solemnity of pro- 
ceeding, he thought, was peculiarly called for, 
if it.were true, of which he had no doubt, that 
tte fate of sixty millions of persons depended 
on their final decision. 



^ Jlroiigk 

mk Il9^ ihil iprdcifbo 

^tai the negation laui^ ^- tltere mueihaj 
iwich mom ehlai^ed and , libemlqtl^eitjision of 
ttade.to the private merchant.” This priin 
he stated h) be simqua non/* and he 

dedanedy if the Company did not allow pri*^ 
vate traders^ sad private shippings to proceed 
India, he would not treat with them.” 
This was agreed to ; the Company understand- 
ing that these ships were to sail from the port 
of London only. As. the ncgociation proceeded, 
however, Ministers, seemed to think, that this 
was too narrow a construction of the principle ; 
and they contended, that private sliips should 
have leave to proceed, not merely from the 
port of London but also from the Out>poits/* 
The Directors felt all the alarm that such a pro^ 
position was calculated to inspire. Th^y stated^ 
tod they were fully borne out by the evidence, 
that if such an extension were allowed, k 
would inevitably lead to so indiscriminate an 
ihtereourse with India, as would greatly en- 
danger the British territories there.” Ifcre 
it was that the Directors made their, fjlaudt 
and it would be no unprofitable employment 
of the time of the Court, if he Stated, though 
briefly, the Xejem in whiol\ . they msde 



^nflered 

M indiscriirtiiw^fc exj^fts/^ nota^ wiad h^ 



then been «aid as a genend koporl^lNl^' 
At t)^t period^ irhen Ihe^Direetorafifk 
keftslto on tbo letter point* becauso they tncv^ 
of ndthing but this extcnsioji" of the export 
** trade to the Outports,” they' thus exprewed 
llieinfietves : — ^ We desire, on the part of th^ 
Court of Directors, dfetinotly, and in the face of 
** the country, to state this opinion ^n optnkm^ 
it should he*observed, hot advanced without, a 
cdnvictiqn of its truth, to serve a particular push 
poise, but the solemn result of such knowledge 
ahif^^xperience as the Court poswesifed) that .the 
proposed ii&oviition ^vould lead to the destrac- 
'fron Bje India trade, of the establishf^* 
iaenlf lind shipping of the Compafiiy, aasd 
^ finally leave tlie China monopoly^^BO ;open 
to the speculations of illicit must 

occasion it^ fete; and with it the whole fa-^ 
bi*ick Of ttee Cornpairy, and the imwuse. re- 
which IS now so easilyc^l looted through 
** ils mcK^m, for the benefit of the Statc.^ 
R'Wltfof'the Court now to Consider, whether one 
fola' of tIlfO' fears fhh5 expnasaed had been done 
away by the present bill ; it w'as for them to con- 
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aider whether those fears had not he^ incFceaeJ’, 
firsts by -the original aet orrosohitioni; nextj -by 
the series which*. foHtffeed them, Md testijr, by* 
the biir itself, which transcended tbep^both^irt 
and mischief. Such as he fiad stated 
the^ were ' thelaentiments of .those deputed by 
tfae^doortof Directors to conduct the negociation, 
coolly and calmly pointing out the dangers.which 
threatened the Company — not (as be might say 
in another place) asthe advocates of that body; 
but because they felt and saw the misfortunes 
which must .arise from the alteration ! misfor- 
tunes which, while they would utterly destroy 
tbeCompny, must also greatly affect the Em- 
pire ittelf, and therefore they deprecat^. the in- 
terference of Government in so partial a manner. 
On the loth* of April, 1813, four days after this 
representation, Sir Hugh Inglis, tl«n Chairman 
of the Court of Directors, had a<sifert^tioa 
with the. Earl of Buckingharashire(,'t5i4»ipecting 
the situation in which the Compny would feel 
tbemselitas placed, if the export trade were ex- 
tenefed to the Outports. On his Lordship’s stating 
that he jvould preserve the raonoply ^f 4he 
tea trade, but that the private traders .*alonld 
“ clear out from, and enter into, those ports wheffe 
“the warehousing system estistedy”. SiriHiigh 
Inglis explicitly declared, that^ the Director 
" would oppose, to the utmost, a mea8ure.$o bane- 
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ful as thi^ untist prove to the^oufttry, and 
** /situated as he was> hesbouW %ol it his dtity to 
advisothe Directors atidFropriipOrs rqect the 

prop^ijdon.’V Was this expresn6n ifede use of 
bf Sir Hugh Inglis, the mere impulse [of 
the moment f Was it to be oonsidcigl as 
arisittg from a warmth »of’ dispd^tion?^o|WOs 
it only the hasty sentiihent of 41 trietfand 
faithful servant? , No, it couldihot be thus con*- 
strued. By a resolution, then on their books, 
and there was not one to be found there 
more emphatic or more solemn, the Court had 
concurred in those sentiments^ In the mean 
time, the Earl of Buckinghamshire had been 
requested to put his demands on paper. He did 
gfa^t the document was received on the 24th of 
Api’il : it comprised all those principles to 
which tbey^^'liad before objected. On the 5th 
of a General Couit assembled ; 

the opimon of the Directors was fully, and 
ably, and manfully given. That G^n^ol Court 
agreed to a resolution; which cbhtiitied the 
following passage: The Coubt •'^Cannot* but 

express their apprehensions, that the^facilitfes 
* « »wlHch.wilJ offer themselves for th^ smuggling of 
^^}tea, will effect the ruin of4he . China Trade, 
ahd occasion tfm. failure* of their dividends, 
and the depreciation of their stock.” Tfab 
resolution W'a;8 come to in a most numerously at- 
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tended Gourt? after the most eerio^MMltlfbemiiQnf 
and tided by the advice and wisdom^ of/ the Dk 
wtorili that, too, /Oil a proposititfti which, 
fell far short of what was contained j^fn^he hill 
thdinfcefore the Court. That tins might not be 
comnteed the hasty and unweighed decision of a 
Cfenfii CotirtiTet gentlehnen examine whether 
tijoic sentirhentrivereoonflrrmed by the Dircjptors, 
they hating radde me of the. advantages which 
tiihc land observation afforded them, for justly 
estimating the resoktion. In the December fol- 
lowing, seven? months after the passing of that 
fbolution, the Court of Directors, with all the 
additional materials for forming an accurate judg- 
ment, nnanimousty resolved, ‘‘ that the proposition 
made by His Majesty’s Ministers, to permit 
** private traders to proceed to India from the out. 
ports, and back again, is pregnant with min to 
the Comj.any’s affairs, and ,theDire0r»fU»nnot, 
“ coiisislently witli the duty they owe their con- 
stitueniv,:'recoinniend its adoption.” Such was 
the unanimous resolution, such was the advice, 
of the whqle body of Directors— and they de- 
served tire highest credit for coming lo such a de- 
termination ; because, in so declaring themselves, 
they were opposing their own interests— int rests 
of a very transcendanl nature. He wquldmot call 
it the artifice of Govern aient in this negociaiion. 
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butk to constitute lut iw^sidefghht 

psi^ erf its pdfcf/ that not ^a feil^^ tiiesivtiif 

of the Direotorsi not a hair off^ fapd olr.tfi«l 
pstronageift^hioh belonged to tliem^. diouUbe 
touched ;* not a particle of that power and 
enbe which were connected with their dtnliSatis; 
rih^duM be removed. Tc^ (them ^be patrdftj^ of 
an ii^ease Empire was preservtdi that gfeat 
and Uanscendant. patronage, the possession ot 
which^ each succeeding minister bad stated to. bia 
so dangerous; if Connected wtA the iSorernsneUt; 
that patronage, which each succeeding Opposition 
(while there existed in this country that which 
could be called an Opposition) had d^^sreettedj as 
dangerous to tlie constitution, if united with the 
ordinary j)ttronage of tlic Government; Tlie 
tn^mbers of that Court were not to assume those 
principles which im [Killed public men, when 
they saw^^tn act for party pui-poscs ; tlii^y luui 
no right to pursue such a course, whew tjwy saw 
them vacci Hating and unsteady ; dia^ought to 
look with contempt on such conduct 3 "and what 
were they then to think of th^, who, atafoew 
mer period, were ready to cry out againft a single 
pattick of Indian patronage being granted to 
the Minister, but who are now halloing on 
IheGoveruifieni/' and encouraging them to seiiC 
the whole of it ; in the paltry hope, that a little 
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tiriig iBight place that in their handi? \^ich 4 h.ey 
no^iicdlbd on 0therstc>.wre8t from theCompn^fi 
C^ipplat^ ftiiiplaccf like that in whidi he waa^ 
ipeaking, where public morals still rempfaifed pure 
A^d/^nsullied, they could not but feel surprised 
aleicawiuct like this—conduct proceeding from 
motilfe, the justice of which they neitheV did 
nor could perfectly comprehend. To those who 
seemed to des^ that the patronage of India 
should be placed unchecked in the hands of Go^ 
vernment, he would oppose the opinions of Mr. 
Pitt, Lord Melville, and Mr. Fox; the latter of 
whom had declared, that if the patronage of 
India were placed under the influence of the mi- 
‘‘ nistry, flesh and blood could not withstand it.” 
This was not the opinion of these great men 
alone; the same sentiments was supported by 
every statesman who had ever examined the sub- 
ject. All this patronage, then, was oflfe^d to be 
left untouched in the hands of the Directors ; but 
they had the manhood, under the circumstances 
which he had before related, to come forward and 
refuse to accept of it. • I’hey would not receive it, 
coupled with the Charter, which they considered 
as including propositions fatal to the prosperity of 
the country— a charter, ^uppofted by arguments, 
which had no more lo do withithe rc^l question, 
than those which might be adduced in discussing 
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t tariff ofe> tode at the- Custom-House. 
Directors, however, although the^uew that theh* 
imperial patronagfe would be ^titled to‘ 

accept tlM^feoewal of theGharter up^n such'terms^ 
The question for the Court to consider, at pre^U^ 
was/whether or not the bill then m the hU||Bi'oP 
the Proprietors) idid not dbtne within tbiS^ule' 
and fear of 'danger, of Direetora 

had so emphatically advised tb keep clearl^ 
The Court of Directors, under the motion vritfe 
which he should have the honour to conclUdei' 
would have an opportunity of entering into the^ 
most minute details, and of stiting tho^e ree^drfij^ 
by which they might coiK^ve themseltesjiJihB^tf' 
in advising the Proprietors to agree to tiffs? bill/ 
They would have an opportunity of stating, why 
they, or any one of them, should support, a bill,' 
raOre dangerous to, and more radically destthc-* 
tive interests of the Company, than ah/' 

thing cbUtrfned in the propositions whidt thfey^ 
had advised the Court to resist. I 

He should now enter into an examih^Toh of.thU 
most material and particular parts bf ore bill. It 
contained much insulting and degrading td a great 
Goropl8%,asthey were; itcontainednnore matter 
of that description, 4han ever he recollected to have 
seen applied,ev^ fiS a petty corporation. Painful 
aait might be to his feelings, h« would, for the ad- 





tlom and* <i^^ *gd 

tiii^^^i^ihts^^d biim 
til^^riie'iccoside!^^^ ^bonr well b^itow^dnf^ 
anf effort oi exertion of bis couW be^^idejitle 
, tdfw countiy! It bald been loudly "aMertbd' 
^ti^obpott^hta^' that this fifeastite woiild^gri^ly’ 
beneife the Empire at1'ai|e. who were 14- 

iimaWy acquaiWed'^^^lth Elast lOdia aflMrls had 
felly exposed 'tbi*fal^y of this opinion, if, in- 
dcM^'auch a syst^ wei^ likely to prove a genci^ 
benefit, there wonW be strodg' ground for snp- 
porting it. But herd there was no motive,' public 
private, which called cm the Company to rush 
lo thew destru^ibn. One of the first cfeiwes ^of 
tfaiahiP W to His Majesty’is sub- 

jects td jifbceed to the Company’s territonesin 
‘5 tndia.” This permission formed one of the rrtain 
olgections which were formerly made by the 
Court of Directors agiihst the projMiion of 
Ministers. They saw that the ddstfbbrf^n of our 
Indian empire wa’s^ikely to be occasioned by tlie 
inftux of adventurers. Alt those who had given 
evidence <m the subject, from the venerable Has- 
iriKGS, down to the humblest servant of the Com- 
pny, who attended at the bar of the 
ture, and who astonished Ministers by the tiBs- 
dom and information of the peiricms vrtiofU the 
Company selected to conduct their affairs!— ’among 
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them all, was not one of gentlem^crtf 
who did not express his fears for the safijtjr p| 
Ipdja, if Europeans were perm Uti&d to.^prdce^ 
there in ^reat ui^ipbers. 

In the Resolutions which were laid before the 
Court at a period, it was stated,; ^thi^ 

persons , should oply^be allowed to proceed i^the 
principal, presidencies i but, this tegtrictiotv was 
entirely done away in the bili^ by^.vyhich it was , 
enacted, that, when and as often as any appli- 
“ cation should be made to the Court of Direc- 
tors for a license, specially auti.orijjng any ship 
or. vessel, engaged in any y 9 yage auymri2ed by 
this act to proceed to any place upon the cqu- 
“ tinent of Asia between the river Indus and the 
“ nearest part of Prince of Wales’s Island, iwt 
being one of the CJouipny’s principal settle- 
*^mei)t, the epurt of Directors shall, within A— 
days from the receipt thereof, unless they shall 
think, fit to comply therewith, transmit the sarnp 
to the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 

“. together with any representation which tbe said 
“ Court may tliink pro[)er to make upon the suTj- 
' “ ject of such application. ; and ip case tlje said 
“ Board of Commissioners shall thiuk^fit to direct 
“ die said Court of Dbectors to issue any such li- 
“ ,perwe or licencj^s,,' the said Court pf Directors 
shall, and ^re hereby required^forthwitb, to is^ 
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siie the slame.** With sucJi a provision as this, 
the Court would see how vain it was for theth to 
“trust to arty sort of restrictive propositiort.^ 
When such a power as this existed in the Board 
't)f Controul, although the Directors might refuse 
to give an individual a licelke, except to Fort 
William, Fort George, Bombay, and Prince of 
Wales’s Island, yet the Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India might step in, and compel them 
“to grant licences to any other places whatever. 
Such a provision as this could not surprise those 
who had seen the irresistible influence of party 
exerted against the Company; he would not, 
therefore, nrnke use of any harsh words with re- 
spect to the Ministry who had granted it. But 
it was most evident, that, (with the power placed 
in the hands of the Board of Controul, for the 
time being, to grant licenses, permitting a trade 
=to be carried on in every part of India,) it was 
impossible for the Company to exert that whole- 
some restraint over persons proceeding to that 
country, which was necessary to the well beirrg 
of the Indian empire. Every mischief, every 
misfortune, every evil, (not only those which 
were pointisid out in the luminous, the unfiyilled 
papers, drawn up by the Court of Directors, hilt 
those also which Were stated in the evidence at 
the bars of both Houses of Phrliaftient) woiild, 
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through thp medium of those licen^.be realis^^ 
on the shores of India. (Afiplau^e,) 

The Charter of the Company was, by the bill, 
renewed for twenty years. For his own part, eri-. 
eunibered as it was with, unfavourable stipulations, 
lie would rather it had been for only three qv foiir 
years, at tl^ expiration of which period, if di4 
not answer, the Company would be at liberty 
to give it up. But this extension pf the Charter^ 
even under the terms mentioned m the bill, was. 
completely illusory, for it was provided, That 
nothing therein contained shall be construed 
to extend to prevent the making, (during the 
“ further term thereby granted to the said Com- 
‘‘ pany,) such further provisions, by authority 
of Parliament, as may from?time to time be 
deemed necessary for enabling Ris Majesty’s 
stibjects to carry on trade between tbp said 
United Kingdom, or any ports or places within 
the limits of the said Company’s Charter, savn 
and except the dominions of the Emperor of 
“ China, and all ports and places without the 
“ limits of the said Company’s Ch^^ter” »Sa 
that, though this Charter was nominally granted 
fop twenty years, (and he believed iVfmistera 
would have as sqon renewed it for fofty, for they, 
\yere conscious, that, under its provisions, the 
Coq^pany ^oqld burned, out in fiveyears-^ 
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fadt which \\c would prove before; he sat down 
— whjch he would so fix and establish, that no 
ifigenuity should remove it); yet, during the 
period so specified, it was in the power of Par- 
liament, from time to time, to make such alte- 
rations in the Charter, as they might think 
prope(f. Why, then, what stutRand nonsense it 
was, to talk of a twenty years’ Charter, when it 
was explicitly enacted, that the Legislature might 
vary its provisions, as often as they pleased, du- 
ring the whole period ? But it was not suffi- 
cient, it seemed, that the Board of Controul 
should have the power of granting licenses, al- 
lowing persons to proceed to India, to whom 
the Directors had, in the first instance, re- 
fused their perrnission ; for, by another pro- 
vision in the bill, the Board of Controul may 
compel the Court of Directors to furnish the 
persons thus sent out to India, contrary to 
the judgment of that Court, with certificates, 
according to such forms as the said Commis- 
‘‘ sioners for the Affairs of India should prescribe, 
signifying that such persons have so proceeded 
with.the cognizance and under the sanction of 
“ the said Court of Directors.” Thus, by this 
clause, if persons wished to go to any place upon 
the continent of Asia, between the river Indus 
and the Prince of Wales’s Islsftid, land the Direc- 
tors thought it right to withhold their permis- 
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sion, they must state their reasons 4c5 th6'8hfc<t^ 
of Controul for not acceding tathe requestj^and 
the persons composing that board were veiled 
with a power of over^ruliOg the objections stated 
to them, and might not only grant the licence 
so demanded^ but also order a certific^^^ auoh 
as he had befor^tltated, to be givenr toUbo ap- 
plicant. All this the Board of Gontroul might 
do at their pleasure: buti, as if this were not 
enough— as if Ministers were fearful that they 
had not power sufficient to send all the world t3o 
India, according to their (which, by 

the way, appeared to be an equivocal expression, 
for he really believed that they were conjpelied, 
by the violence of clamour, to agree to many 
points in the intended charter, which^ by^ 'ttb 
means gave them pleasure) — as if the liberty of 
licensing persons to proceed to the Company's 
territories were not extensive enough— it was 
enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for orife 
of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
‘‘ by a licence, in writing, for that purpose, upon 
such terms and conditions as he may thinfe fit, 
to authorize any person or persons to, proceed 
” to, and reside at, any place or places, within the 
limits of the said Company’s charfor.” What, 
then, became -of' any provision which limited 
adventurers from proceeding, unless specially 
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ttttboriaed, to my place in India, eisccpt one of 
thelhrae presidencies? Wbat, then, becatneof 
ttitr pr6visi(Mi, by whichj in case of aiisbehavionr, 
they might be sent home,— when tlwe waa here 
m express enactment, giving to the Secretary of 
State,' If the time being, a power to enable iiw 
dividuH by his license and authority, to reside 
in any part of the Company’s territories which 
be thought proper ? Here, there was no doubtful 
poittt-^there was no room for argument'^ the 
ertigle question which the Proprietors had to ask 
themselves was, “ is he (Mr. Jackson) stating 
these points truly-^is such a role to be found 
in the bill f” The document was before them 
•^those who ran might read* A Secretary of 
State, by thedause which be bad recited, was 
pei^tted to authorise any person to reside with- 
in the limits of the Company’s Charter, upon 
itml) terms and conditions as be might think fit. 
They all well knew the fears which had been 
expressed by that Court, at well as by the Court 
of Direetora, in every shape and through every 
medium, lat to the dangers which might be ap- 
pioh^led from the resort of persons to. what 
eddied the Eastern Seas; and a great part 
of the evidence went to shew the unfortunate re- 
-Wilt which must be produced, as sure as ever ad- 
venturers wei^ aUowed to navigate those seas* 
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It wa^s dmttly «tsted^ and thai«tAlxstnet3^<iiitif4 
conation along wMi it to every iifi{)rtyiidFiee4 
mind, that ivben they were permitted to iproceet) 
to the Eastern Archipelago, they would 
with the tea trade, and that tntniex^tetisive 
gUng concerns would be carried on, fio|f rdy Ite 
the dctriiQetrt« 0 f the Company, but to pte dete* 
rioration of the public revenue. Nowv efeli# 
loss as this could not be repaid to the ooumtiy 
any export of manufacturer to tliese islands. 4 
«ingle ship, of 35a tone burden, wouhl take ou^ 
more goods than w'ould supply the whole Afohir 
pelago. On this subject it wm asked of ope of 
ihe gentlemen examined at the bar of the Hmiaa 
of Commons, Suppose persons to have a 
resort mto the Chinese or seas tmd 

lands, may they not getany <)uanttty of ^ thegT 
may be disposed to purchase^ byap^ropter mef 
nagementj?” Theanwer was, that^ by ajwPr 
per inimagement, they might proouneas 
tea as they wanted, from Java and^, di#Wertt 
parts of fiaUvia.” Indeedj pWsWHWho iiere 
concerned in illicit traffic were rgemasiily able 4p 
Jay such aline of comnuinica&ioaaswas most,4^atv 
dueive to the object which they ^rsuedriuid 
therefore, persems who, under the 
eha^ner^ would be pemiittad to trade in 
aeas^wbo ibad made uoyi^^ from tbenoe 4(p 
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England, and ffotn England to the Eastern Ar^ 
ehipel^o— who had acquired considerable kno\^*, 
lirfgeof the commerce carried on in those re- 
gions — would, by their experience, be perfectly 
qualified, in a very short time, to carry on, with 
every aospect of success, an illicit traffic in tea> 
in whlfi the greatness of the jjrofit, and the 
Comparative smallness of the risk, would very 
probably entice them to embark. In this par^ 
ticular point, every person who had been exa- 
mined concurred — that, as soon as adventurers 
were admitted into the Chinese seas, an infrac- 
tion, if not a total destruction of the Com- 
pany’s trade there, would be effected, How 
futile was the^ argument set up in opposition to 
this evidencCj that benefits would result from the 
tralfic carried* on in the Chinese seas, as a great 
quantity of exports would find their way there, 
through the medium of those adventurers, Now 
the Company, in their long intercourse with thp 
Eaton Archipelago, had uniformly experienced 
th^t a single cargo of our mfmufactures would 
'mdi^ than supply the wants of all the inhabi* 
tants'.''‘jrhrfe hundred and fifty tons of Euro- 
^peah commqdities were more than the whoje 
population would consume ; because nineteen 
twentieths of tliem went nearly naked. Jf, tben, 
there" were no likelihood that an increase of ex- 
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ports yitm flKe place ; aii^f r^n 

otlly 1)at‘ely possibtei but yfopaW^^ 

woutd asK gentlemen to consider what ^ne -ijn- 
el^jfible &Sslquchce'muslf Tliey^mi 
teTIhfc^ utiohs and recordsyor ffiat ^^se- 
quencb! ^rbm%^ynd to tlbe pfeer^of t?ie do- 


ciTMnts/tlie aniiwer to this ypint ^ ^ 

suV^ as any infraction was fele ' on the Mina^ 


sure as any infraction was made on the China 

■* . '•• , ' U-'M* ''•**'* 

irjlde, so sure must the Company fail. j| 
the biiiy staff ^hlch they hM left to lean upon^ 
it \^as th^ only piBar by winch Ih’ey were sup^ 
ported. If it filled,' the wff^e pysteih . oC ihe„ 
Cblii|iany’ttiust fair, ‘and t1i^ the question was,* 
t)i’d ‘this bill teniS to produce that evil 
now cfiWiy fe the apropriation clause.' Under j||5^ 
lasit charter, there were certain modes of approj-^ 
priatldh tef ‘the terntonal r^^^ India, 
thb profits ihyh by cSmmerce at home. ^Q. 
temtonaT revenues Were directed, first, to pur^. 
pos'es corihect^d'with their Indian teijitones in 


supporting the rtifftafy jlrid'ciyil ^s^abt^lhm ^ 
aftet which exp^nefitur^/a erbre bt^apels, or one , 
mfBion sterling, was ‘ appropnalcd to ^invest- 
irS^htst tod b^ydnd that the surplus was spe- ' 
cidliy WkSryBd,* 'liet the Court inquire whether ^ 
th£^fi5hai^imehc'’st1ll^cbntinued ; and if not, wlie- 
tlidr'thb had not assumed a power, 
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witkijlgllfd to their commerce, wbic|i they never 
befiw# bought of. By the former Charter, it 
wha atipulated, that a million sterling should be 
laid out in investments. To this prinpjple ;Lord 
Milville had^always assented. Up to the present 
^moijaent, tiie system was, to purchase annually, 
to the amount of one iijillio%||be manufactures 
of India, which were regularly remitted to this 
country. By this ^ means, happiness and abun- 
dance were secured to our Indian population; 
employment was given to immense numbers ; 
and that prosperity, which had been so often the 
theme of admiration, progressively increased. By 
this wise measure, a degree of peaceful subordi- 
nation, of regularity, order, and contentment, for 
which philosophers had in vain looked else- 
where, was established in our eastern empire ; 
even Ministers themselves were at a loss for 
-irordsby which they , could appropriately eulo- 
gize such an extension of human happiness. 
(Jppbus€.)'-^M2innhti\xi^9y to the amount !he 
had stated, were* annually transmitted to this 
country ,dn order to enable the Company to meet 
' such demands ^aS might be made upon them. 
These demands arose from loans which they hf^d 
been obliged to contract, for the prosecution of 
extensive wars ; money borrowed by , the Govern- 
ment abroad, forming the debt of India, for which 
bills were drawn on the Company at home, and 
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they wd^ ftt that time under 
anees for tlemands of this nature. ‘"Nowr,'^ aa tlw^ 
relied solely for the means of paying those 
matids, ^ the Indian investments, in cdnjttnc- 
tiOttwith^tbe China trade, it was the wis^ 
of< Lord Melville, that a miHion sterlingfi^^ld 
be annually erffi^oyed in those investmentaTj by 
this means the Inans and debts ebntracted ti In- 
dia were to be discharged. Such wjis the appro- 
priation of the territorial* revenue under the last 
Charter. The appropriation under that which 
was now proposed, not only did not give to the 
Company the million sterling for the purpose of 
investment, but it was j^alpably and absolutely 
turned into' other channels. He did not here 
mean tO charge the Government with artihce, 
they spoke out plainly, and their meaning could 
not be mistaken. They assurned to themselves a 
power (after affecting to give the Company the 
trade in tea, which they put in peril by the right 
they reserved of sending to the Eastern Archipe- 
lago, what adventurers they pleased, either as to 
character or number) of restraining the amount 
which the Company might ebuse to embark in 
the China trade. This was no forped’ construc- 
tion of his ; the thing, as he would immediately 
shew, spbke for itself. The first clause, stated, 
the RCVenwes, arising from the territorial ac- 
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India, should be thna at>pKe<i ? 
forces; secondly, in paying the 
of debt ; tliirdly, in defraying the ex^ 
Bences, of establishments and fourthly, \fhich 
bo;^ished particularly to call the attentfon of ahe 
Couipt,, it was enacted, ** that the whole, or any 
part which might remain, of 1^^ said rents, r;0ve- 
V UjUesi and profits, aftfT providing for the several 
appropriations, auddefraying the charges before 
mentioned, should be applied to the provision of 
the Company’s investments of goods in India, 
and in remittances to China, for the provision- 
of investments of, goods there, or towards the 
liquidation of the debts of the said Company in 
^Miidia, or to such oiher purposes tha md 
Court of Directors, with the approbutiiM^f the 
Bpoi'd of Commmhners for the Affairs of 
India, should, from time to time, direct.” So 
that, without naming a specific sum, as in the 
former Charter, the Company were merely al- 
lowed to employ part of the surplus of their, 
revenues, in conjunction with the Board of Con- 
troul ; and, in another clause, tliey were re- 
eb’J^ined,^ as to the amount which they might 
wish to invest, either in the India or China 
trade. By a succeeding enactment it was proi- 
vided, that, after the surplus of the t«u*ritorial 
revenues and home, profits had been applied in 
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Fepaynn^ of the capital of pohUiti 
for tbc Compaoy, any, further aurplltei ^^il 
^ oiay arise shall be set apart and pai4 into hiA 
M^esty’sExcb^uer, to be applied as Parliament 
^ shall direct, ivithout interest to be paid to the 
^ Gomparty tor the use thereof ; but all such Sjarpa 
of money ast be so paid in, not exceeding 
“ twelve miilionf Sterling, shall becpni^ a gtiaranted 
^‘fund for the capital stock of the Company, abd 
‘‘ also for a dividend/* By this it appeared, that 
the surplus paid into the Exchequer was not to 
accumulate at compound interest, as had been^ 
the case under the former arrangement. That 
•was the principle which was acted upon in the 
last Charter, and he merely made the remark 
to jjoint out the distinction between the two 
systems ; for the guarantee fund, as now about to 
be established, could only be considered as a 
bubble. He thought there was not a gentle- 
man on that side of the bar, who would rise in 

Ik 

bis place, and’< say, if this bill remained as it 
was, that the^Company could exist; and if the 
learned authority (Mr. Adam), to whose opinion* 
they all looked with so much deferenc 9 ; if he ' 
were asked, ‘^can the Company exist under such 
provisions ?’* he (Mr. Jackson) was sure, that 
learnedi gentleman would answer, with the pro* 
found and accurate: judgment which he was known 
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poai^^is-^with that high and honomble cha-^ 
racteu^ich they all revered^^he, when called 
oa^as probably he would be, to state his view of 
proposed Charter, would, he had no doubt, 
expisass his conviction that, if the Company 
ilrcre not bankrupts in the course of two > or 
three years, such a catastrophe wil^W not be pre- 
vented by any thing contained in the bill, but 
would be entirely owing to the mercy and for-^ 
bea ranee of Government. 

The next clause to which he would call their at- 
attention was that by which it was enacted, “ That 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of In-. 
“ dia shall, by force and virtue of this Act, be in- . 
vested with full power to supenntendy direct, 
and control, the appropriation of any part of the 
“ territorial revenues.” For what were they 
to have this control ? Was it to be directed to 
such purposes as, those which were provided for 
in the last Charter r Was it to be exercised with 
respect to the payment of armies and fl^s ?— 
nr for the discharge of the expenses attending 
on the military and civil departments ? Was 
this di ration meant to apply to the payment of 
the East- India debt — or was it to be made use of 
in appropriating a million sterling to the pur-* 
chase of investments ‘in that country, to-payoff 
the demands in this ? No— this control^was over 
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the apprbpriatioa of any part of the 
revenues to commercial purposed. ' 

^fe\ to determine, under these : clauses, whst 
the Company^ were to employ in investment in 
India or to embark in the China trade^^ :thejr 
had foil contml on these ppints,— *theji^<^uld 
direct' all ^^obf^vand instructions” relating to 
them, ‘‘ in the same manner, and upder ahd snlK 
ject to the like regulations and {iipDvisions> as if 
the said instructions referred to and concerned, 
the civiljjbr, military government or revenues of 
“ the saidlferritories or acquisitions.” And, for 
feat the Company should fail in having a suffi- 
cient surplus-ra fear which originiited in th6 
circumstances of the war in India, (a war so 
splendidly^and so successfully carried on, not for 
their interests, but for those of the country), 
having swallowed up seventeen out of twenty parts 
of their revenue, and having consequently de* 
stroyed that surplus which would have otherwise 
existed, and obliged them, (standing as they 
did high in credit), and knowing that they would 
not have wanted commercial funds, but for that 
zeal (the effects of which many persons fiow be- 
gan to question) which induced ^them to part 
with commercial capital for politicaf 

emergencies, to raise, on ‘their high charac- 
ter in Itidia, .those sums which were neqei- 
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iary the treasure they ‘advanced 

Lottd WellesleyV 'wart-M».to which, 
ttnui^h onerous to the Company, he was 
lo allow the full merit that was attacheAtb them, 
iw^rioua to the country and cotidtrci^ to its 
tnteifats. But for fear the Company shotdd 
again foil in their surplus rfeVOi^e, thcCoVern' 
metit now thought propcfj hlWog pocketed all 
the^ftdvantagei derived from f the system the 
Company had adopted, to quarrel with the means 
by which it had been effected. Th« 'ihillions 
vrflich the Company would have ifflNotitin in- 
TOtmentSi they had lent to the state^nd,toinake 
up the deficit, they were obliged to borrow money 
by way of loan; they were obliged to^five securi- 
tiesfor such ^sums as they stood in need m con- 
sequence of having appropHatcd their treasure to 
the service of the country ;--^but now, lest the 
Company should again foil, ' lest they should agairt 
endeavour to rake money for their investments, 
on the strength of their unimpeached, and un- 
impeachable credit, Ministers assumed an autho- 
rity over that credit likewise*— and they said. 
You rhall neither make use of any parf of the 
** territorial .revenue, nor yet shall you exert 
your! credit, .except under our direction and 
control.” For, it v^as expressly enacted, ‘^ that 
the Board of Commissioners .should* have fofl 
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po\^erBnd*irth6rity to sup«riht^ddiidcxmfti^ 

^ N^li orders and in^tmimns tdhatakv&i relithrd'^^ 
“ to, tfie amount of appropriation of any monieff ’ ' 
arwtng; from, any loan, raised or to be raised iw 
the £ast-lndica, or of any aecuritieSi, issued or 
to be issued, by any of the governments of thd 
^ said Cotnpaoyv aa if the 4 aid orders or instruc- 
tioHs immediately related toy and eoncerned/ 
die civil or military governaaeft't or^ftvenues.” 
Under the Charter of 1793, tb^ power of 
the Board of Control over the territorial reve- 
nues was confined to the Company’s civil and 
military government; but now, for the first time* 
since the two editions of the resolutions appear- 
ed, and contrary to the conversation which mi 
so lately held with his Majesty’s Ministers, in 
which they professed, that they did not mean to 
limit or to cramp the Company in their invest-^ 
ments, or in the sums tli^y might please to eift* 

" bark in the China trade, by this change they 
completely did both. They did not specify hoW 
much they would permit the Company to invest 
in that trade, from which a great part of the 
assets proceeded that were necessary for the 
purchase of tea for this country. Not having 
been latterly able to send out the bullion, which 
the Company were formerly ’obliged to do, to 
provide the Supply of tea for Great-firitaiu'^by 
s 
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the policy of their Government, it was contriveci; 
by the wisddm of those Directors, who were 
now sought to be extinguished, that th^" trade 
with China should be carried on, by an expor- 
tation of the commodities of this country, and 
by that connection with India which they were 
now told ought to be given up. Yes, they 
were told to give up that trade, which yield- 
ed somewhere about ^120,Q00 per annum, and 
without which the Directors had stated, over and 
over again, that the Company could not proceed 
for a twelvemonth — and, indeed, the control over 
^that trade was completely put out of their power 
by the provisions of the bill. It now rested with 
Ministers, whether the Company should carry 
on the India trade, to the amount they now did, 
or whether it was to be reduced one half or one 
quarter ; and, as if the Company were suspected 
of dissimulation, as if they were not to be 
trusted, it was further enacted, that the Court 
of Directors should, from time to time, deliver 
‘^^to the Board of Commissioners copies of all mi- 
mites, orders, resolutions and proceedings, of all 
Courts of Proprietors, and of all Courts of Di- 
rectors, within eight days after the holding of 
such Courts, and rdso copies of all letters, ad- 
‘f vices, and dispatches, w hich should at any time or 
times be received by the said Court of Directors^ 
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or any Committee of the Directors, from ^the 
East-Indies, or from any other, their settle^* 
Tnents or factories, in any wise relating to, or 
concerning the appropriation, to any investment 
or other commercial purpose, of any part of the 
revenues of the said territories, or of any money 
arising from any loan raised or to be raised in 
the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, or of any se- 
curitics issued or to be issued by any of the go- 
veniments of the said Company, immediately 
“ after the arrival and receipts thereof.” For the 
first time it appeared, that every resolutioi) the 
Court came to, every order which the Company 
sent out to their territories, every guinea they ap- 
propriated to investments, was to be regularly no- 
tified to the Government. In the first place, they 
limited the sums so to be appropriated ; but, lest 
any attempt should be made to escape their watch- 
fulness, every step taken by the Court of Direc- 
•torg must be announced to them. The next 
clause enacted, “ that no orders or instructions 
whatever, relating to the appropriation to any 
‘‘ investment, of any part of the revenues* of 
the said territories in the East-Indies, shall 
“ be at any time sent to any of the oovernments 
or settlements in India, by the Court of Di» 
rectors, until the same shall have been sub- 
“ mitted to the consideration of, and approved 
s 3 
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by the said Boai^d of Commissioners.” So 
thitj in point of fact^ every shadow of fr^e 
'a^ncy was done away by those proi^ions. 
Now, the only other clause that he would ob- 
serve upon in this bill, was that by which the 
Government assumed to themselves a power with 
'respect to the colleges here and in India. Sup- 
’ posing it possible that the Company could go 
On tttider suefh a bill, it must jt least be admitted, 
ihat, under thO present or under any other form 
of government, no hope could be entertained of 
OxerOisirtg their jX)litical jx)wers advantageously, 
either to themselves or to the public, unless bold, 
‘decisive, disinterested retrenchments, both here 
and in India, were resorted to. It followed, as 
z CbnClusioh, that if the Company continued to 
exist under this bill, and were represented by 
such honorable men as at present enjoyed their 
'^wnfidence, they must begin to cast about, and 
injlke such retrenchments, as would greatly lessen 
their present expenditure. Now, it was a ques- 
tion, whether the college of Hertford had an- 
swered the purpose for which it was intended. 
They rail knew the doubts that were enter- 
tained on Jthat subject ; and it would be well 
to^ inquire, whether they would continue to 
maintain that senSinary, as they were directly 
called upon to do by the bill, for a country 
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^'hich treated them with ridkule ; which under* 
fated their services, and loaded them with con- 
tumely for their exertions. (Applause,) By 
the clause to which he referred, the establish- 
ment of officers in the College and Military Se- 
minary, and all appointments thereto, are to be 
subject to the controul and regulation of the 
Board of Commissioners.** It was also enacted, 
that no person was to be appointed a writer, 
unless he kept his terms at the College.’* From 
these provisions it was clear, that oeconomical 
arrangements could not be made, under this bill; 
Ministers were unmerciful in the expences into 
which they were goading the Company ; at the 
same time that they were bearing down the means 
by which alone such establishments could be 
supported, by which alone the Conipany could 
discharge their functions with dignity/ This 
could not but excite a suspicion, if it did not in- 
id wee a perfect conviction, that they wished to 
urge the Company on to a feh de se, in the hope 
that they would then, of necessity, become 
possessed of that patronage, which, under no 
circumstances, they would dare openly* to seize 
upon: but having put it out of tl]e Company’s 
power to govern, they would then be enabled to 
appropriate it to their own Service. {Applause.) 
Now, he would ask, why did the Coinj>any put 
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down the College in India f why was it rendered 
the mere wreck and shade of a departed establish; 
mentfor learning? why was so splendid a Sel!ri/ 
nary overthrown ? Was it not tor the acknow- 
ledged purposes of cecononiy ? On the subject 
of the College, which had been thus reduced. 
Marquis Wellesley liad written one of the finest 
pieces that human ingenuity could devise, with 
the profoundest reasoning, with the most exten- 
sive knowledge of the subject : it combined the 
utmost purity and eloquence of language ; it was 
one of the most finished pieces of compositfen 
lhat ever fell from the mind of man, and no 
person could peruse it without owning its au- 
thoritv, and heaving a sigh for the extinction of 
that Seminary to which it related. (Applause.) 
He adiiiitted, that it was wise to reduce it : it was 
pudent, he thought, to do away so extensive 
and so onerous an expence in India, and at the 
same time, to establish the Seminary at Hertford, 
as a cheap substitute. The funds necessary to 
support the College in India, (where professors 
were provided with splendid salaries while they 
acted, qpd with immense pensions when they 
retired) were of such magnitude, as would have 
ultimately borne down the Company. They had, 
therefore, wisely contracted the system ; but, by 
the provisions of this bill, Government were in- 
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vested mth thepower of erectingthat college, in all 
4^ plenitude of expences, and charging it on the 
territorial revenue of India, by the surplus of 
which they were alone capable of carrying on 
their comnierce. This was but a speck in the 
general proceedings, which regarded their oeco* 
nomy ; but the clauses to which he had before 
referred, by which the account of investments in 
India were to be controuled by the Board of Com- 
missioners, were fraught withsuchpure and perfect, 
and unqualified destruction to the Company, that 
nbthing would fill him with more surprize, than 
that any honorable Director, who had told 
them, on a former occasion, not to agree to those 
propositions of Government, which contained 
nothing like that enacted by the present Bill, 
when merely the import and export trades 
were the, subjects of discussion, it would, in- 
deed, astonish him, if any honourable Direc- 
tar, after having thus counselled them, should 
call for their acquiescence in the present mea- 
sure (applause) : because, that which was on- 
ly recommendation, on the part of the Govern- 
ment at the former period, became law to-^ay, un- 
der that Bill ; and those who only threw out the 
provisions which it contained, as matters of sug- 
gestion, ill conversation, now sought to render 
them irrevocable, by a legislative enactment. 
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, Hq rfioald not endeavour to point out to the 
O^rt the situation in which the Corapanj stood, 
Wore diifl bill was brought in* He admitt^, 
that an consent was given, to allow pri. 
Hiate traders to proceed from the Out-ports to 
India^no where, in the whole course of the 
negotiation, was a direQt consent granted to that 
pw^osition. The Company put it in an hypo- 
thetical manner : and it was most disingenuous 
to argue that the point had been decidedly con*- 
ceded*, such was the argument their enemies 
adduced against them* But the fact was, as every 
gentleman must perceive who read the documents, 
that the permission thus offered was purely con- 
ditional, depending on something which the 
Other, party was first to accede to. The Com- 
pany merely stated to the Government, if you 
‘‘ do so and so, we will do so and so.’* Yet this 
point, plain as it was^ had been seized upon by 
those who opposed them in the House of Copa- 
mons, and forcibly strained to their own pur- 
poses. (/Ipplause.) With all that playfulness of 
witA-with all that brilliancy of fancy, which 
seme oCthose gentlemen possessed— with all that 
cutting terseness of expression which delighted 
others— (although, he confessed, ho veryr rarely 
•aw any point in their observatig^, arid never 
could ^perceive their with alj that face- 






gentl^en’i^^^fil^KsStly ffikftd; ■ “ Wftyfi?lft )!l«iF 
thmg^WW|ijii^ ticBcttlcms as iifcei^p- 
skion ^ awitftSg ^ 

A^n^^ioi he 'i^pn^en pf 

“ sttingrfs yi[f!4»» ? ^ HoW can 
an 6bj Alien, who^have already -cbiiae^t^^ti^f 
efH tlie rtrerchants ahoixld. proceed 

of Indkr T|;iey have 
re£^y Idmkted this in(li^eflii%&d%k^^ 
whicli ’ttey now affect to feaf-rtlut 
will not pretend that it can be ipereasa^ 
pertnkiing the private trader 
his cargo to any other port but that of Ltm-^ 
‘‘ don?* Now tiro answer given to this 
tion by an hon/DirAtpi*, whom be thensa^# 
^hilTpIace, was t^Vy shbrt, but very conclusiyd^' 

“ Shew me/’ said he, that passage) }n 
correspondence bet^veen Government end the 
Company in which this consent , is to be 
found ?” This was bringing the question to 
issue— ^but no reply was hazarded on#the subject; 

The Bill, (ibwCver, went infinitely beyond 
openfng of tile ejtlK>rt and ’import trade; <tbe 
clauses in pa|e which he could not placet,b?- 
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"fbre tteiK^e oftra, spoke 
ttiti&ooW be (ibrrtoted il’.b'i WbMvjjrif^og; bat,'- 
h* ^ouW mainteitt that they e%tualtyiiest}i^;in- 
^a;' ifetrictedj-atid Itiwited tlie emoun^j^f tbose 
’iBt?tttlnents, ' dn which thipy dejlendedf ife'' the 
payment oF 'their debt,’ and»fec!tlie diicbafg® 
a gfeat variety of d4nilindir tvtfijSli'4h®y wet® e®®* 
stantly called ttpo»!loansw6Ki*>Gflttld U be sup- 
posed that Ministers (whd wpre i so,, deeply iinte- 
rested imthe prosperity trfithe. cbotH^^Yta whom 
a flourishing state of the revetwe W Of lOjinuch 
importance) would do this f— StMOge'as it might 
'seem, it could>'fe'po ; for they explicitly said, 
gave them a great deal of «redU for their 
■ plaift dealing, that they would introduce such 
' altemtioiBitas would effectually eO.ntroul the 
Company. Ode of their sales had produced a 
million of money, and .enabled them to dis- 
charge, with integrity ; andi .hontwWji demands 
vShich none but a s/o<e .diad -wer before imdwV^ 
'*■ taken to pay. Those sales were eonducted on 
speh a system, that the praise of the Company 
was in every man’s nrouth— every man was, hap- 
py to deal with them. (Apjilause.) Butimow 
it appeared their sales were to be divided 
'among the Out-ports:— how could they accede 
■ to a principle wliich at once went: fto destroy 
• their remittances I Those who' favoured this 
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You may remi||byv^y*p^ 
of- i»0hftuge J* Tbe?qu8atioii\the»^as* 

Company vto. c^ theirt JT. ,T^ ^ 

tru^ sftft^? the case became evidewt-r^t one 
glance^tlfeA^utb^was perceiv^^ The plai^J^Ur ; 
guage of the Ukinel^M^as * this : “ We (the Go. 
v€rnriiefft)t#3{Md6^ give your surplus 
territoriiVfiive^nue^ ^in calh;;<'^tp th^e private 
adv^titlfttibs^^to enable them to carry on tlieir 
^^'t^de WiitfcJndiaj tfiey, in return, must give*^ 
“ you bills of exchange for the loans thus ad- 
vandcd -by yiittv-.and these bills can be remit- 
ted :t# 4bis country to liquiifete your deb^^iJ^* 
Goverhfheht assumed to themselvea the coihpJi^ 
controul over the surplus of territorial revenue. * 
They would portion out the sum to ?be appvo-'^ 
priated to investments— how much was to be given 
to the private trader, and whetherA. B C. or 
D. E. F. wereto hswevthe preference. The Cooi- 
ij/afly possessed no control whatever, Mini^f^s 
fairly and honestly told them, that tbey .mu^t be 
made acquainted with any. intended appropriation 
of revenue ; and, if they were not pleased with 
it, they would direct the Company how they 
should act. These were the priiicijdes, which, 
as they would. see by the ndnulcs, were first ad- 
vanced as opinions, but had now assumed 
the form of a law ; under the enactments of which, 

T 2 instead 
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1^%'r of iKiit kintf^ifiey* vkSiW fe<te^ij|;^ 
cSf4!,ujipn' t6'!4'^W#fef ‘thtf’ 

^l^'ahd ifafere'^'W«? stHpifi^riyiaf 

CMtiuii}! Tie -fiM'-hbir^tl^laJ^ I'Wd 

hts Huntings, th’al''®'gryt''''dl^Pl#t^'iliialt6‘ 
i|n‘iS8n’ tflie' jidrfiiW 6t 
mdeiihiSIl-kti'eet liirgreiWaf^'fbHtf ' BatHttii 

Wfe'ribvrto' ha^e' MeiV ISdfl- sSf!#.'*- '^fesSfls^- 


>TWUtU UilOVTVI VlIV J^Ul U1 LIJUVC WlIVTTVlC 

in he w6rilB‘'n(!/t 

tfiii* lit W^9‘fcfeal"that they would b'equilfc?«jflSciwt 
to'disot'gab'i^l those of the Cothpany, ahdit wofiiW 
«(ioilbec6itie'a rtiooted point, whetbeir IWs latter 
slibuld advertise any sales at alL Thbiftl'^d 
pbrtbd (Iiis scheme did iWioW thtft 

if Would have any eff^t on te’ Cbriiiiftny's 
T^ey never bestoWed a thbiS^Iit' upon the subjieet. 
Thfi innovation virafecohciiv'ed m the base spirit of 
cla'rnouT ; and it was to be effected By that UOioiH 
of merdhants an JmWbcrsof Parliameni which'ex- 
i^fed throughout the country. It was complained, 
that a fair trial had not been givfeh to the |jrftate 
ttadcr. And how Was that fair‘ ttiiii rtOwtbhe 
effected ? By throwing the assets bf the Company 

into 
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I rnm> to,' 

>0 t L'' '0 ^ 


to, , 

th?n|. ,,]^fe,,t^ Gpi^rt \o{4ii ai }it^e,to the, 

8itoaiiotii<;in;}ir^h..%y if .$1^ 

had i the! man^;^ . fifoaneiato say, 

“ is- a Bit), w)]dehi,wft eaBQOiand: will not aco^*^ 


I£ they q^ld^i^pWiih honoup,: ratre^ frcjm 
poiotM.ftldcibjthe^^ arnyed> it'y^uU.he mui^ 
b«^,'; to {thi^;^dger h^ldlyi apd.toact dej^ 
cidadiy^ thiif tWiT^ve that whieh thay knew 
would' bc' usehia^ It^w^uld hd better thus to pro- 
ceedi.;thW^. t«iP*itef tjip , British 
by ccK^ptj^.to aedept, of that wj^ich th^y^|H^r 
coiild fiaiTy into effect with any pro8|ject of benent 
either tofthe Coajpany orthe country. 

But le^ ii9 despondency cloud our minds in the 
conte^f^atipn ofi^h an event. For should 4 t 
occur, vr^ the proudest^ the most im- 

"^perial corporat«?i|! of our own, in spite of all tl^^e 
efforts of our adversaries. (Applause.) A cor^ 
por^ition^ granted to us by repejited Charters*^ 
■confirmed by (he Act ©f^l 793 ? — a^id not at all al- 
tered by this bill; b«t, oq the oontrnji, admit- 
ted and , supported by jt (Applause). He, 
jEunorjip^ othersy might have been led to suppose, 
that tho A^t of 1794 or of *1793 gave them ih^t 



it was not<ft>* r> 51 ifile^(^ 
<34y,l8Pfr^<led (rfc^«l>lj(iva^wde 

tq.]Jl}|t wi^icN tliey ^fore ppssewqfl.^'^ 

L^t thf Governmi^utt^eq^ake away tliat«aclQ»iye 
rigtiti jjadJet us 8a€;,whatwe.bave^tll€^ict^ (do. If 
the Company acted with th^^spiiit whWi had 
ij^ways .characterised tham -^a J^ more 
splendid day was about tof/hwak * upon them. 

them forget the deprivatioo^of that with the 
loss of which, they were' threatened^ Let thto . 
look only to tbati immense field of^Ctunmet^e of ^ 
^ich they could not be bereftt^ft eonunerce in- 
j^i^t^ly greater than they imagined jin)^|vbjdi.tbey 
iqf)mediate)y embark, when they imd no 
Iqnger any hope that an equitable Charter would 
bft granted to them. (Applause), Their country, 
Jedj on and, actuated by those turbulent spirits 
whq were ever in a state rf restless agitation^ 
thought proper to a bandon jtb^toi^^Jlut should they 
on this account deviate from »that course of ^ 
inoral integrity, that strict rule of rectitude, 
which, under every difficulty, administered 
consolation to the mindy nnd enabled it to 
apt. with .firmness P^Certainly not. I'licir only 
a^m should he, to accept no unworthy com- 
promise of their rights, but examinejj||rhat 
their situation would be, under the laWy and what 
it was in tbeirpower to make of it,}^(Applamei) 





Th^ alosjftenflihte, lati*, 

ritoii^'f JBengil, ^ W 

bf 

chitoive t¥<ad«^ j ttese th6y poss^d^^d ' cbi*po- 
ratiofrfjj eiltiSfetJ^bed iti'^rpetttity, iindbr thb chki^- 
ter of Ring Wifififlii, to have, to hold,? to enjoy, 
to make to buttd ibrti and togarrisbti 

them, togetherijrith all those splendid append- 
agbs bNovet^i^nly,* which, were gerib^ 

raH 5 ^ sup^skd to have been attached to the Mt 
of 1793| hotiwerei in truth and in fact,, insepa- 
rably ccmnected with their exclusive rights, as a 
- corporate^ body. AndHF, tb^ttrorrow, they Wi?tc 
prc^e^ed from carrying on all- exclusive 
still they had it in their power to* pfbSdbute ait 
extensive commerce with every ^’Jiart bf ^Ihdl*; 
with every part of Africa, throughout tJtk^ 
whole- extent of the South Seas; a specufa- 
tion 6f which Cord Grenville, in a late speech, 
^y+ad spoken ih the most decided terdls of 
approbation. Tliey could, as his Lordship ha'd 
stated, explore tho^ regions of commerce, (hosfe" 
seats of bliss, to which little attention had beeft 
hitherto paid. ( Applause. )^^ks a great 'Corpora- 
tion they possessed immense advantages for 
ryingon aiWiccessful commerce, advantages infi- 
nitely ‘greater than were evbr before held by aiiy 
body of individuals in the world. Still, how- 
ever, he wished to run a generous race, not fcr 




irfflBIitliav We 

portion of cottoflS^oc: ' We are' Wt 

the advantage ^pbatfesiaf oi^er M : 

are <a c^tory IsHfew? ^ tlvIfeSy'^Oirr trans- 
/cedant repnifttiott aiid ciyili®^ and de- 
' feiided by the coOMiteficy ahA'bbtfeiur Of oif con- 
• Atbtfor morethan ohV ) 

Tbeaeiadvcmtagefi are ours,»if 
calfcd upon to w^ge them m a edtdjjietkidh *wth 
i ddief^.” He w^ntd niet petolantlj?* *bail‘ on the te- 
vgitd^ture to abogatB'Ihe Bill' whieW%»d4jieD: pro- 
^vbnld only ask cotfrnlbii^t’erelst 
I for ttte money lof the Company, rare lieirig taken 
- that they: ihould not lose both their capital arid 
their dividends) by an implicit obedience to the 
commands of Ministers. -He would have the 


interests of the Propi^etdrs ^ojJ^Jy secured. 
Bdkf that were refused^ nm most just 
I reasonlfble, they could cariy Ah a trade, such tii 
the* world never saw before, and if they then re- 
t ceived 40 per cent for their money, no power 
-r.ould interfere with that profit. Still, liowe\%r, 
he Was content to limit their profits: to common 
linterest, provided ihatcommotrsafoly aOdiiOfti-* 
vmon -security were extended to thdin.* 

- aware, that one of the principal aVgilhicnts UrgH 
i^aiast tlie Company was contained in the fol- 
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lowing, “ Why d^ yofU not«nb^|^ 

to tbi^ wretehed bill, n^ereiy.f^]^ tbe^purpqsejofi 
experiment }}' This was not the exaetjexjpres^r 
sion, though it was something lik^e ifc wH|<;b 
made use of.by very honourable men, 
felt himself enticed; in that place, to quest! 0 !^thi| 
wisdom which fn^iped it. Now, let the ^ pwrt 
fairly examine the point. Suppose (he, Company , 
consented to accept the bill, and, at tb^.e^pira^* 
tion of four or. five years, which was }ong^enopghf 
for the experiment, they found^ that it would not . 
answei^' they might, then apply. to tb^ Legisbihk, 
ture to have it repealed. But had gentlestqliDk 
contemplated the consequences of this awful pi3pr^| 
position? Had they brought it plainly before > 
their understandings? Did they not peroeive^j 
that, having once undertaken this charge, thqj 
Company would be obliged to fulfil it, 
they could procure an act of parliament to 
Iwp them j or the King, in his pleasure, should^ 
think proper to assist them ? Now, therefore, 
while they were still free^ while they were yet 
unshackled by provisions, was the time for con- 
sideration, and for decision. (Applaus%,) If 
they, at that moment, embraced the measure, 
an(L afterwards approached the Legislature with 
humiliation, praying to be relieved from its pro- 
visions, what would be the consequence r W ould 
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Hot the answer be, “ No, we will grant you no 
“ relief. It is in your own, power to relieve your- 
^selves. You can give up your forts and garrisons 
(that which is termed your dead 8tock)j and 
^‘’your live stock (by which the Government is 
carried on), to the amount of many millions.” If 
they should ask pecuniary aid from Parliament (and 
that very year they could not proceed without go- 
ing to Government for assistance, as if the papers 
laid before the Court were correct, the demands on 
them were considerably more than 
and the funds applicable to their payment 
amounted to only J, 6 , 500 , 000 ), how would they 
be treated ? In noticing applications of this kind, 
he did not mean to object to an interchange of 
good offices between the Government and the 
Company. Government owed them money, and 
till it was paid, they must procure assistance by 
way of loan. But be wished the Court to look at 
the situation in which they would he placed,^ 
to consider the treatment they would be likely to 
receive, if, after having accepted of this bill, they 
should apply for aid to enable them to pay their 
dividciuls. Ministers would observe, that it 
was extreni^'ly doubtful whether they could con- 
sent to such an application, and they would take 
rare that the Parliament should not consent to it, 
(Msld you not then be placed at their feet, 
-r credit blasted and gone ? Bankrupt in th^ 
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eyes of the public, every sentiment that 
convey odium anid reviling, would be levelled at 
you, as a body, who, though possessing great in- 
telligence, had accepted of that which it, was your 
duty to have rejected. He (Mr. Jackson) there^ 
fore exhorted the Proprietors, not to agree to any 
bill, which carried in its provisions those dangers 
that had been so ably pointed out in the official do- 
cuments of the Court, and which could only have 
the effect of putting off, for a very short period, 
that catastrophe, which firmness and decision 
might now prevent He knew many persons, 
with a sensibility that did more honour to their 
hearts than their understandings, exclaimed, 
Can you think of dismissing five hundred la- 
bourers 5 can you seriously determine to break 
down such an establishment, and thus run 
the risk of creating distress in privatti fami- 
lies ?’* Now, what was the meaning of this, 
plain English? Why, it was merely call- 
ing on the Company to divide their capital 
stock amongst those persons, till it was all gone — 
and so, in six or seven years hence, they *and 
their servants might go down togethcr—sooncr 
than suffer that laceration of feeling which would 
b(i attendant on an extensive system of retrench- 
ment. 

But, he would contend, that the orphans 
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md6ws, who wei^ Proprietors, had nO ri^t 
fo sti^ort the orphans and widowii who were not 
T^\l‘\^ors.-^(j4pplam €.) — Surely the interests 
df 'those persons ought to be protected ; and he 

wbuld overlook them, in Im anxiety to as- 
'rist others, must, he conceived, be influenced by 
that new species of whining morality, which 
Was essentially different from true and genuine 
feeling. But the question was here raised, whe- 
ther this picture of private distress, this accumu- 
lation of misfortune on private families, was well 
founded? He did not hesitate to say, it was 
not ; because, if the Company's authority was 
brought to an abrupt conclusion, still their du* 
ties must be performed by others, and thus 
(private families would continue to be provided 
for. In supporting so important and extensive 
ah establishment, all the functionaries at present 
ehgaged by the Company, must still be em- 
pteyed, although by other masters, Tl}«jr 
Would not, probably, be such masters as the 
Company were ; they would not feel such affec- 
tion for those who weie placed under their su- 
perintepdence ; they would not experience all 
that solicitude for the promotion of their inte- 
rests, which the Company were uniformly ad- 
mitted to have felt: but, still, hoWtver^ the 
government must go on ; and the Company 
would, in that event, retain seven-eights of the 
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profits they at pesept (drived, while they 
be released frow three*fourlhs of the expew 
tliey. incurred. This dread of carrying dis? 
tress into private facnUies was still more futile, 
when it was recollected^ that the Company must 
continue to employ multitudes of perfons, in 
the capacity of clerks, &c« And be was sure 
the government of the country, in the event of a 
ruptune, would go hand in hand with them, m 
providing for their servants, and settling their 
affairs. For, whatever might be insinuated by 
prejudice and illiberality, they were not in a 
state of bankruptcy ; though certainly the bill 
then before the Court was calculated, in the 
course of four or five years, to produce such au 
event. They possessed, however, very large 
assets, though they could not, at that moment, 
avail themselves of them. But, should they 
arrive at that situation, to which he had so often 
alluded, wlien it would be necessary for them to 
reject the proposed Charter, he hoped the 
utmost coolness and temper would be displayed. 
He would call on the Government to treat, 'with 
respect and attention, the functionari^ of the 
Company, till the matters in dispute between 
the two parties should be brought to a conclu- 
sion ; and the assets, which, lor the sake of the 
public, miftisters ought particularly to attend 
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ttt, were properly settled. He would willingly 
agree, that the question between the Company 
and the State, with respect to what was due on 
either side, should be left to some high arbitra- 
tion, as was done in the reign of Queen Anne ; 
when Lord Godolphin decided between the 
foreign and domestic India Company, prior to 
their being united. There was not a British 
nobleman to whose arbitration he would not 

9 

submit; because, though their political morals 
might be liable to suspicion, yet, he had no 
doubt, there was not a country in the world, 
where a higher sense of honour, of justice, or of 
morality, resided in the breasts of its nobility, 
than in this. He would leave the task of arbi- 
tration to Lord Grenville, who opposed the 
Company ; or he would leave it to Lord Castle- 
reagh, who said, if the Company refused to 
accept the terms offered to them, it would he in 
the power of His Majesty’s Ministers to devise 
some fair and constitutional mode for governing 
India, without the assistance of those who were 
its sovereigns at present. But, in such a case, 
the Coippany must be remunerated for their 
property. Lprd Melville stated it as a princi- 
ple of immutable justice, that, when the Com- 
pany were deprived* of their authority, they 
should receive the full value of every thing to 
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which they could lay claim. To award what 
was due to them, under such circumstances, he. 
would be satisfied with the arbitration of any 
person, whom the Lord Chancellor, or the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, might 
nominate. He should be glad, if it were con- 
sistent with their high functions, that they 
should act as the arbiters themselves. He could 
name half-a-dozen gentlemen, on either side of 
the bar, in that Court, whose wisdom and ex- 
perience rendered them fit persons to deliver 
a sound and valid opinion in a decision of that 
kind; an opinion which must have its full effect 
with those who should be deputed to appear on 
the opposite side: therefore, let not the Com- 
pany despair ; let them not accept a Charter 
whicli was worse than none. He again asserted, 
that a fate awaited them, more brilliant, more 
glorious, than any they had liithertq^experienced. 
—(Applause -) — The act of the 10 th of William 
III. gave them such powers, as a corporate body, 
as, if resorted to, would infallibly exceed their 
most anxious expectations. That Act was* re- 
cognised by Queen Anne and by King George 
the 1 st,' I Id, and 1 1 Id. The Act of 1793 
stated, that nothing therein contained should 
be considered as determining the corporation 
of the Company, or precluding their right 
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« to in common with H» MajortyWhcf 
subjects, to the parts aforesaid;” tliofee parts 
being India, Africa, America, and the South 
Seas. That trade, of which Lord Grenville had * 
spoken in terms of the highest expectatiot>, was, 
by the present bill, studiously cut off from them. 
As they could not be allowed investnrents enough 
for the India trade, it was their duty, in their 
own defence, to look to other objects; for no 
good could be obtained uncfer the bill then 
before the Court. He was persuaded, that it 
transcended, in mischief, both the first and 
second series of resolutions, and every verbal 
proposition that had been made to them. Being 
in itself, according to his opinion, (which cer- 
tainly was a solitary one) a most objectionable 
apd ruinous measure, he would endeavour if he 
hetd the honour of succeeding in his motion, to 
prevail on the Directors to state their sentiments 
plainly and distinctly, on a subject of sp much 
mortient to themselves and the Company. He 
di4 not mean to come to any resolution, at that 
time, on the merits of the bill which, he trusted, 
would h® greatly altered; it was, however, his 
intention to move a resolution : 

Resolved, that when the bill now pending 
in Parliament has passed through a Committee 

oi the House of Commons, audjbp blapks 
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to state* iMt 
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ed, ut4i^% Vrilf^^^inced of 
As a piibdTthat the 'Gdlirt of Proprietor 
act with to tndependiir spirit, he ^ei^d^ (Si||^ 
iii'tnakiBg^the staterift^, he meant not to' »pe|P^ 
disparag^rigt)^i^^tl#^^^5fc^ oF the present 
n^ofth^se wh^ a former peti||fi||^ 

that, if they (the PrSprti^rs) had not 
the Directors Tti I jgSi'iftey' been 

ruined. At the close of #fgoiii»tion for a 
Chiifrter, in that year,* a r^lutidn was propose t 
by an hon. gentleroatfon thootlter^ sid^ of the bar, 
whfch^^stojWrf^bie gentlemen, then sitting be- 

but time hail 

iW^ aW^ %ft ( fi S ty the individuals who look 
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; I® allude<]|,,,,wer^^,j 
^nt, the 
i rejpnain 

j^^ses t^^^whkh tj|)e> 
l^d Melville having 9 a|pul^ 
good grounds, that 
would remain as a 
expenditure, and he tl^ought^: 
able that half that sum sholil^H^e gjyen^ tp,,t^e 
state. It so happened, in tlie^Ogur^e 
gociation on that subject, it 
resojijtion ha|lj|ieen ver 

contingent, chatt*^;7*tito a 
ij^sitive stipulation. He felt that the (llompany 
|(^ld not possibly paysogh a sum, jn case of 
■||]ar, which was expected ^yery day, ^tbe French 
'resolution having then brojsten out In such cir- 
O^^tances, he knew they Cfujd not meet such 
a dei^nd as a positive stipulation. He saw 
that they woulcj either be obliged to gp into the 
money market, and raise the sum they wanted, 
at an usurious interest ; or they else must require 
relief from Government, who were then even 
more needy than the Company. It happened, 
at that time of day, like others^ at’ a yo^itl^ul 
period of life, he looked to a political iutro^UO* 





tidti t1l0 

whoir«^li dtMeS^tO 

'iy^ day 

ier^l^Ti, ^^^‘af)s7 Vis ll^erff^^eii* 
Sl^'he i^as given fe uVii^- 
lr%if 'Charter ^as cbncliideB, 
he sHobld ikng^^^ pbilifbal 

lie fieardl qf the fe- 
solutibri^^ B^ 'siW^dieafly, thaV he must either 


fbfegb'lv|ly^tiblitical hdiie, df violate his faith 

disbiisslolfW ^ 


resolutidii cSme 6lh’i 1i member of His 
GoveVhtheht held a conversation with him^alll 
stated hm^ desirablb*it would be, If hc^duid; 
nekt mbrning, give his support to the rcsolutilS^ 
as it thdh" std^d, llftiding the Company to pi^ 
^b<)6fi60 per annimi, without reference td|iny 
contingency whateiS^ef. To this propi^?fioh fils 
ahswer was, That he was aware ‘ nothing vvas 
so likely to destroy his fortuhd', as a refusal ; 
bht he would sooner forego his intercut than 
sacrifice his integrity. Much coi>li(ience had 
befbh placed in'him by the Company, and that 
bbhfidencb he never would betray 1” He aftclt^ 
wWd§ catrie dd'^h to that Court, and opposed the 
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all 

of tii^i^tora, snpprMpil 


-ewentf^tbrte ^ 
■%ei4 mdurtd, ; in "ionieqti^iSfe,'^ 
*jgbci!itioh'; and wdfe ifi|l|ii|#i|^ 


rii^a be’ omitted in ;th«il 1|| ««F;€HkHer. ' :Tl»e 
Pirectors consented to gd'iSSiKlbtsterS, tw tfee 
piitpose of exptanution and tWIonatrii^e, but 
expressed an tspkiion that it'wbulif^l^^^ii t 
was 
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sd bj^fetel^y tvas this Mr^ 

Ktk w^thi«’i£500,000 -ik part of his budget 
' foi? that year* "' But what wjK the conduct of Lord 
Melville on that occasion^ Ho (Mri Jacksop) 
>vhhed to God, Lord 5iqckin|jh|]i:nshire did not 
think it unworthy to imitato the conduct of that 
^ Lord MeWiil^iHiea he heard the 

* decision of the Court# seut^ down a messagosto 
that House, stating, “ That he would foregoUhe 
intgidcd stipulation, as it was always his tfesire, 
to meet tjje wishes of this^ i and he was 
^ perfectly willing to let thoi'jpaymentiQt the 
'^-'^600,000 per annum depend, a 

contingency*’' The Company paid it the first 
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inpcure4bj^.%|{s|j .:^^^^^^ jiiifl t 
- ^Te0b^$0fj^^awifi.) , {jfe kn^vir it^^s^|;|jF|n 
nl^oH^^Wpoflr.tWJd vap. cepfft^^d^^as & gwp,^^- 

•.'*,. L ;•/' . . y. .. « .% ,f«' ‘ 
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cost 4iin,.s»^ 

in tl;i^ ojscurrence^j^yind, if he 
oni »o ;gr*ve an ogjision, to parody, a ,ijp^-pf 
: poetrj^, hs would si^ ; ' 


tie sSlw ^®l*po*y> but lost A/mjf//"." ' 
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The hon. gentleman -eoncluded by 
resolution, whiek^be rej^d in enured 0? his 


ispe^h. 

. i^rMr, Davm said,, he rose^fpr ithe piyppset of 
^ -secondw^ tbeuJwetion, in every, part of which he 
leohcui^redi were, however, in ibe course 

' wS tbeileanmad ^tleman's, speech, some points on 
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^hip^jl»e4iffered from him i|i 
he v^n^v^ry shortly 8tate.lM|itti 


afiditliiese 





sifihie ini^iioii,. Bnd< one< wbk 
bept |>£! on any terms, b«aBse it;S 
^nportance, that men^wbo lifrere i 

i|frpsjxty millions of.peo ^ |t;|bi&li^jh. 

■ «9^gl)fitenccl. He ^irell 

acfiyajuted with mathematics^ with natural and 
mg^l philosophy, and indeed wfith every branch-' 
of science which coulij elevate and ornament man- 
kind. He would rather persons intended ^ the 

: ,at Hert£||rdi<f'||p'dn 
an|[,i 9 f|fcpublic,«chools, ymUfei^^ten 

’■^wJ^nthat^egeof ISojPlfij and knew little 
clse'bnt the construction of pentameter and hexa- 
n^r verses. There was another point on which 
h^ipinion also varied from tha|;,of jthe learned 
he said, that if thftGompany em- 
harkidjin on extensive trade, their capital and 
their .experience wpnld give them, great advan-f 
tages bver their opponents from Bristol and Liver- 
pool.— Now he never considered the Outporfs as 
their opponents all the Company bad to dread 
was from those gentlemen who -vHsre ahtady in 
India;, who possessed •experience, and who had' ; 
capital, in a certain degree, to cope with the 
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in 

oil UdiMi# 



the other day of 
bette^than v^ftt3}tHeb||i 
^^ommittee of fte HbiWi 0 ? 
i€y^c0me 

j»me sentijoaon^ be^llfie lie did 
ny tbittg w)ii0h might be bHated 
slightest io^essibh 
was moheHts-' 
posed to rely oa the exertions rf the DirectdrS^ln 
^at quarter,^ 00 jJiey h^d alrea^ faithftilly per- 
formed their daty there. He felt greatly indebt- 
ed to tbetn, and he relied with the utmost confi- 
,i^.i;their future 

Kisttf i^y would perSieVeife w^it^^^^ 
tions^tfllh# J0st, and be thought it was " 
of the Court to seob|dthein in thn most -l 
manner. ia;', '* 


Mr. Z/wwe saidj^that in rising to addrest^tlii'" 
Courtat the present moment, he felt himself^i^ ■ 
peculi^ly situated in following the speech 
they had just heard delivered by tbe 
tleman (Mr. Jackson) ; a speech as replete with 
eloquence and information as that Court had ever 
heard. It was not his intention to notice one 
half of the observations which the le|irned gentle- 
man had introduced ; still feeling that some of his 
positions were erroneous, •he should consider 
liimself vmvvoitby of a seat in that Court, or of 



in 

the cbai^Mler of an Englis hnjlP '^^iM^ ^ 
tincrtyWte his objection»^Pii**»^1&eg^^ 
^^tively called upon to bis 

because ft Mras impossible not to 
svas carried away by the eloque|J#!i!|j^i|^^ 
lOf the learned gfeotlemin'r-argiii^^’ i which, 
'Aougfcspecious and. WefOf Wteible to 

Sadsty him. In tailing® 'View of the subject, 
he would therefore be obliged^tp ^lay the Court 
a little longer than he could wUh ; but he was 
sure they would grant a patient hearing to all 
those who were disinterested^ and who stated 
oMy, iMt v^kh appeared to them to 

tfkf ppMic good, Tbo argumcpls which .hai|b€ea 
^sed against the original propositicm jnight be 
Ijvldeii intd tvtrp beads first, that by its opera- 
‘liofi^,' the profits of the Company would be so 
exiled, as to prevent them from carrying on 
political system;— ^nd Secondly, that their 
as a Company would, be endangered by 
the free intercourse of Europeans with India. At 
an early period be had attempted to prove, that 
throwing open the trade would not produce the 
first mentioned efFectj because, in fact, the India 
trade did not make a profitable return. In an- 
swer to this, it was slated by an hon. Director, in 
an able and perspicuous speech, that they were 
not merely to look to profits, a^. there vyw» an 
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j«ct in preiemiig iHi 

ImKiltittdd^l^ &vrd )M even ateitted that m at 
not more thart\4^l3b|0a^ 
]pe^^ftuw twiV gdine^ by that trade; On his 
dtrtf therefore^ it waB not e matter of 

consequencei ' ^ Hume) had a^ tiiat 


timec}eBriy^pra\^^^'^^^ an actutd lofifa 

sMained by the ’Comiiftiiy fa carrying on that 
Branch bf cbmmer^e^^he therefore thought that 
no injury could result to the Company by giving 
up a portion of that, from which, for so many 
yearsV they had not derived any benefit. Btil 


the Court ijfag from one ride to the^ other, ^ 
that otec^t^V witib the exclanaation— ^ ' tbal 
the Cdib^dy^S subjects in India amoun^d ^ 
sixty miHions, and that tliey were not ti ' W 
sacrificed for any parsimonious or trifling viewaJ*« 
He was sorry that the learned gentleman, 
oh formbr occasions, had strongly alluded' * th 
these sixty millions of inhabitants, did not mesl^ 
tion one of them to-day. No one adverted to 
that subject on the present occasion. The whole 
ankiety seemed to be confined to the benefit! 
Avhich Great Britain herself was likely to^derive 
under the jjfavisions of this biH. He could hot 
find fault wift the lion, gentlemen for thus passing 
OTcr that wliich he was unabfe to combat ; but hd: 

' ^r, Hume) undoubtedly bad a right, from 
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silence with respect to the^^ives of India, to 
coAiider, that he supposed jthere was no longer 
danger to be dreaded flOtn the visits of the 
private merchants. They had been; broadly 
told, that the peace of India would be disturbed-^ 
that the comfort and happiness of 60 , 000,000 of 
people would be compl9jteIy destroyed.— And how 
was this devastatiopi to be occasioned? By the 
inflate of ad venturers, from the Out-ports ; by the 
conduct of men, whose cruelty would disgrace 
England, . because, they had been once engaged 
in the traffick of slaves. These men were to be 
let loose, in India; they were to l|jy, waf te the 
country, to overthrow the whole system of po- 
lice, subvert the Indian government, and. plant, 
in it;s« stead, nothing but anarchy and confusion. 
These were the terrors held up to his Majesty’s 
Government, for the purpose of preventing an 
extension of the India trade. But, when he 
stood up in that Court, he stated, (if he could 
be heard for a moment) that those were imagin- 
ary terrors. He. opposed every fact or supposed 
fact ; and, indeed, most of what had been ad- 
vancec^ was of the latter description, generally 
comniencing with an “ If so and so takes 

place, what will the state of India be ?— and whaj: 

will become of Great-Britain when your Easteu^i 

Empire is destroyed?”— 
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were put without nfieVcy-*— but this was no loWger 
the case. That wfifeh he had before pointed bufi 
was now proposed Government. They had 
continued ' every restriction, every rCgutetion, 
every, preeaution; which was likely to rejpel even 
the slightest diibtder. Every thing had been done 
to secure the present ^System of police and govern- 
ment ; every thing had been proposed which was' 
calculated to increj^e the prosperity of India. 

The learned gentlema'n had found out, with c6n- 
siderable pains and difficulty, a few objections to 
this bill. But he should be glad to know, whe- 
ther any measure could be devised, for altering so 
extensive a system, against which' lib objections 
could be advanced. It was absurd even to sup^ 
pose such a thing. He could not agree with the hoh.^ 
gentleman who had last spoken, in thinking that 
any suggestions thrown out in that Court would 
not be attended to by the Government, He 
Jieved that every fair representation would be ^ 
listened to ; that reasonable objections would not ' 
be disregarded ; that no provision. Which miglit 
be pointed out as likely to produce mischief, 
either to India or Great-Britain, would paseun- ' 
noticed — (disapprobation ) — at least, *he hoped 
not. (A laugh): and, therefore, every gentle- 
mgvwho had it in his power lo state that which 
calculated to have a detrimental effect on 
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^ the country in the present bill, ought to deliver 
bis sentiments fully, that they might be properly 
discussed. He could not Ibfink of criticising the 
bin, as the learned gentleman had done. He (ion- 
sidered it as proposing an extensive Control over 
the affairs of India ; and, at the same time, af- 
fording facilities for supporting and carrying on a 
’ trade with that country. ^Now, what were the 
requisites npeessary to follow up such a system 
with the greatest possible ad/antage to those inter- 
ested, and to the public ? — Certainly, to give that 
fair opportunity to the private merchant which 
was granted to him by the bill, at the same 
time that disorder was prevented by proper regu- 
lations,. This was the view he took of the bill ; 
and this he thought the proper way to consider 
it, instead of looking at it in the abstract, without 

. giving credit for those advantages which the mea* 
,^ure evidently held out The Court had a right 
to consider this bill in as favourable a light as any 
measure that could be framed on so extensive 
and intricate a subject. With respect to the 
Board of Commissioners, to whom very consider- 
able j^owers were granted, they were a body of 
mt?n long known in this country, and it was very 
natural that they should endeavour to procure as 
much controul as* possible. That control^ hjjd 
been found ipost salqtary, apd ought noVtq bt 
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deviated from. At the saUietime^ he was fra^ to 
say, that he thought there was rather too 
of it introduced into this bill . — (Hear I Amr// 
He allowed there was rather too niUGhi Buty be^ 
cause there was a little exceeding on the guarded 
and safe side, ought they, therefore^ rashly to refuse 
such an offer .as that which was now made to them ? 

Before he proceeded farther: it was neces^ 
sary and fair to eontider the arrangement 
about to take placft, in a general point of view, 
it affected the Company, in their capacity of 8o^ 
vereigns, as well as Merchants, carrying on the* 
trade of India. Let us look to the situation of 
India— let ui consider the best means of calling 
out her resources, of procuring the greatest per« 
tion{of happiness for the inhabitants 
and of advantage for the mother country^ by 
which the Eastern Empire was acquired and Was 
supported. In this view, as Sovereigns of India^ 
so far from finding fault with the legislature foi^ 
throwing open the trade, he conceived, that they 
ought to be pleased with the alteration. Nothing 
whatever had been taken from them ; although 
permission was given to tl>e private merchant to 
carry on the trade in common with Jbe Company, 
on the expiration of their Charter. NbW, if they 
ijppwiessed assets, ships, territories, and all that 
yarieiyof property which the learned gentleman had 
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spoken why shoul^^theit views be so restricted 
and ^f)on<Jned, as to excite % jealousy in their 
b^gasts, against those over whom their advantage* 
S9 pre-eminent ? Enjoying such advantages, 
he would maintain/ that, if spiritedly and judi- 
ciously applied under the new system^^they would 
be productive of greater good, than if the old 
principle still continued to be acted upon. If 
this India commerce were necessary for the exist- 
eope of the Company, and if their advantages 
over the private trader were so numerous and so 
commanding, why should they, for one moment, 
bting forward, as a source of general complaint 
against the bill, that clause by which the trade 
waSf i^rown open! As Sovereigns of India> he 
should €iyer contend, that the clause in question, 
instead of occasioning disgust against the entire 
bill, ought to beoonsidered as the best enactment . 
in jtr As Sovereigns of, that immense territory, 
it was their duty, aboye all others, to encourage 
an increase of its trade, commerce, and manu- 
factures. : and ^uch an increase could only be 
produced by throwing open the ports of India to- 
the private merchant. There was one point, 
which he was SOI ry the learned gentlemen had 
not at, all mentioned in his speech, and to which, 
probably, most of the members of that 
wpuld be hostile— be meant the encouragement 
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of East Indian shi]^bg. As Sovereigns of Indian 
they ought to give every encouragement tb the 
shipping of that country — ^that was the true way 
of extending its iUmmerce; and^ on these two 
sources of prosperity, an extensive shipping, andi 
a large trade, a country required for the 

comfort of its inhabitants mainly depended* 
Under theclauseto which he hadbefbre alluddd, 
and which seemed to him to be one of the most 
favourable in the wfiole bill, instead of the exports ' 
from this country amounting only to one rail* 
lion, they would, in a few years, probably doobfe 
that sum ; and he felt confident, that they Would 
continue progressively to increase. Now, if it were 
contended, that from such an exti^nsiort^tis thit; 
no benefit would be derived by the two countries, 
he could only say, that such an assumption Was 
completely coiUrary to every principle he had evdr 
heard laid down on commercial subjects— ^it wits 
contrary to experience, it was contrary to practice. 
From his conviction, that the trade to and frbth 
India would be increased, he felt, that the Legis- 
lature, in throwing aside those restrictions 
which formerly existed, did that for whiph, as 
Sovereigns, the Company ought to.return them 
their sincerest acknowledgments. They had open- 
T^ew channels of wealth and prosperity for Great 
Britain, which would be the emporium of this 
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crea^d commeree for th^ test of Europe^ atid 
fef; America : therefore he could see no reason to 
jHrevent them j^as Sovereigns, from doing complete 
justice to the commer(;e .of the East, under 
the powers with which tliat, hill proposed to 
invest them. It appeared to^'lfen, that, as Di- 
rectors and Sovereigns of India, they ought, in 
every point of view, to pay the utmost attention 
to this extension of commerce, as the true and 
only means of carrying on their Indian govern- 
ment with energy and effect ; and if every other 
enactment in the bill gave additional facilities to 
every government in India to embark with spi- 
rit in the commerce which this new system 
would produce, it would be attended with still 
greater and more beneficial effects. Why, then, 
should any persons endeavour to throw obstacles 
in the way of a measure which, when temperately 
inyestigated, though not formed to give all the ad- 
vantages which might be produced, appeared, at 
least, to proceed on that principle, the farther 
extension of which was only necessary to the 
mutual prosperity of all the parties engaged in 
or connected with the trade between the two 
countries. Much had been said, as to the danger 
to be apprehended from this bill, if passed into,' 
a law, and many harsh epithets had been apptiedl ^ 
to it, as if it degraded and dishonoured the Com- 
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pany, by the learned gentleman; but he coutd 
not believe, that the learned gentleman really 
imagined that any one provision of the bill was 
degrading to the East-India Company. Surely, 
the learned gentleman must know, that there 
were periods when the Company’s commerce 
was carried on at such a loss, that if those who 
were invested with the right of control had not 
interfered (and th^y certainly did not act from 
base or unworthy motives, but to uphold the 
prosperity of India, and to preserve the resources 
of that country) the most deplorable consequences 
must have followed. Why, then, should tfiey 
imagine, that those who now possessed the con- 
trolling power would be actuated by any other 
principle ? Why should they harbour the idea, 
that they would be capable of uhnsing their au- 
thority, to thwart and cramp the exertions of 
the Directors. This was a suspicion which they 
had no right to entertain ; and, in his view of 
the question, it was necessary that a wholesome 
and proper control should exist. In the year 
1797, one of the Company’s officers in India 
borrowed money, at the rate of 9 and l:.) per cent, 
for the purpose of investments, which, when 
they were sent to this country, occasioned a very 
considerable loss This proved how prudent it 
was that there should be a controlling power. 
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The learned gentleman stated, that their last 
sales had produced 1,000, 000 sterling, and jip 
asked, “ What would the Company do withoi|t 
it?” But the amount of their sales was not 
the just criterion of their prosperity; that was 
only to be estimated from a general view of tbejr 
entire commerce, balancing that which waspo- 
ductive against that which was otherwise. 

They had, indeed, before the^ could forrp a just 
conclusion, to consider many different pointy : for 
instance, rf it appeared that they were obliged tp 
borrow money at a very high rate of interest, for 
the purpose of carrying on their commerce, they 
could not consider that a proof of a ve^y 
flourishing situation. To prevent the recurrence 
of such circumstances, he, for one, was not sorry 
that the Board of Control had the power, if they 
saw any similar proceedings about to be insti- 
tuted, to check and prevent them. This being 
the real state of the case, without any conceal- 
ment or exaggeration, he co\ild not conceive any 
reason the Company had to complain of a con- 
trol over their investments, which was formed 
for the .best purposes. If, indeed, it could be 
supposed, that the Board of Commissioners 
would prevent them from dealing in productive 
articles, and, at the same time, permit the pri- 
vate trader to take advantage of those articles, 
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there wcmld then be serious ground for dissatisfac* 
tion; but he saw no symptoms of such a disposition- 
Nor did he think that any suspicion had ever 
entered the minds, even of those who were most 

1 

hostile to the measure, that such would be the 
conduct of His Majesty’s Ministers. 

So far from too much liberty having been 
granted by this bill to the private trader, he 
could point out several clauses, which were 
most disgraceful to them as Proprietors, and 
as Englishmen. From those clauses wliich, he 
contended, were most illiberal, it should ap- 
pear, that the period had not yet arrived, 
when the native of these realms was to be 
put upon the footing of the most favoured 
nations. He might proceed to a foreign land, 
and, from thencC he might trade, without 
any obstacle being interposed by Great Britain, 
to every part of India. A Frenchman, a Dutch- 
than, a Dane, or a Swede, might avail himself 
cf this permission, — he might proceed to any 
of the presidencies he pleased, and cany on 
whatsoever trade he deemed necessary, so long as 
he behaved himself correctly. And, should they, 
who were Englishmen, permit thjit enactment, 
by which, if a native of these countries set bis 
foot on the shores of India, without a special 
protection, he was liable to be ordered off tha^t 
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moriient, however inoffensive his demeanour. 
He could not remain, unless he had procured a 
license, which might be withheld, or granted, 
from mere caprice, —a feeling which, he lioped, 
did not often prevail. The clause, therefore, of 
which he complained most severely, was that 
which, so far from affording unbounded liberty 
to the private trader, rendered the idea of free 
commerce, a mere farce. No person, without a 
specific license, could remairf in India for an 
hour, without subjecting himself to fine and 
im])risonment As an Englishman, he objected 
to this clause he objected to it, because it did 
not allow a sufficiently extensive liberty of trade. 
He cQuId not conceive why British subjects 
sljould be denied those facilities which were eft- 
joyed by the subjects of other countries ; they 
were not permitted to remain at any of the pre- 
sidencies, as foreigners were, — and the conse- 
quence was, that until the rupture with America 
prevented it, the capita! of British merchants 
was employed in carrying on almost the whole 
tradc'between China, India, and America. Was 
it, then, dofeusihle, that for twenty years longer, 
such shackles should be imposed on the industry 
and enterprise of Englishmen ? Yet, he feared, 
from the silence of grntlenien behind the bar, 
and from the stillness of those whose duty it was 
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to oppose such an exclusion, it would be passed 
in the British senate^ He would enter his protest, 
as far as he was able, against such impolicy ; 
and he trusted it would be provided, that so long 
as British subjects conducted themselves with 
due decorum, they would be permitted to re- 
main in India: for, be it remembered, the 
power of sending them out of that country was 
not to be connected with any provision at pre- 
sent existing in England. If an individual was 
not possessed of a license, he was taken up and 
sent away; and, no matter what the circum- 
stances of the case were, he had no redress. A 
man was thus liable to be deprived both of his 
liberty and of every hope of realizing that com- 
petence, the idea of which had drawn him' from 
his native country. They ought to unite, one 
and all, against such a regulation. 

Another great cause of objection was, the man- 
ner in which the licenses were to be granted by 
the Board of ControuL From this it appeared, that 
the merchants would be, in a great measure, con- 
fined to the three presidencies ; but evt 1 7 ])erson 
conversant in India affairs, knew perfectly^ well, 
that a merchant proceeding to eithej’ Madras or 
Bombay, could not purchase one-twentieth of his 
cargo at those particular places. It was the 
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ofejecK of tfte morehiBt tfr jjlfrdhase his goiidk as 
near as possibte to the placitf wlt^re tfiey Weri 
nmnufacttired ; but, if he wcrfe obliged tb'take 
in his cargo, just as hc could proeore it, at 
of the presidencies to whiclv his license eiitenderf, 
he must, of course, be put to a' greater expense { 
an expense produced by the carriage of lUarty of 
the articles from distant parts to the preridency 
to which he was restricted. ThbreFore, they 
gave to the merchant a nomiiuil trade to fndm^ 
but deprived him of the facility of procuring hi^ 
goods at the lowest possible price, by purchasing 
them at, or near to, the place of their growth. 
To remedy this, he thought permission shbuld 
be granted to vessels, in their way tb; or from 
the presidencies, to stop at any intermediate 
place, if fair, legal, and veritable cause were 
shewn for such proceeding. Liberty ought to 
be given (that the merchant should have every 
opportunity of trading profitably) for vessels to' 
stop on the coast, either going up or comirig down.' 
As the privilege was then granted, no ship could 
load or unload, could dispose of one cargo or take 
in another, with any advantage whatever. He had 
no hesitation, in saying, that to carry on a trade on 
this principle, would be attended with the greatest 
losses: be hoped, therefore, that the Directors 
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ia their communtcafions with hit Maje$i)^ 
Ministers^ would take care that such a circunaN^^ 
staupe should be particularly attended to ; for, in- 
his ©pinion, the effect of that clayge would be to 
delude the public into a belief, that there were 
much more extensive sources of wealth open 
to them than really existed. 

Another objection he had, was to the clause 
permitting Government to make alterations. The 
last Charter had the same clause. If there were 
the same reasons at that time, they had that' 
power ; but he certainly did not- think that any 
injury could arise from a wise use of that controul' 
which he thought the intentions of Government^ 
were aimed at . by this interference. Objeetbna 
he most undoubtedly bad to the Secretary of 
State having any authority to interfere in East 
India affairs. He confessed he could not seo^ 
how the Secretary of State could have any thingf'- 
to do. in that department, when there was a 
Board framed expressly and specifically for the 
direction of East-India affairs. This department 
of the public service had nothing, surely, to do 
with the duties of the Secretary of State,, who 
certainly liad quite enough to do in own h gi- 
timate department, without saddling hi(n with 
the necessity of acquiring information respecting 
India i — for how could he grant a licence to a man 
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without khbwing the polidjf' of India, or the cx* 
pediency of withholding or granting it, he never 
having been in India himself. This power 
would, in his opinion, materially interfere with 
the province of the Board of Controul. tfpon 
that principle alone it ought to be rejected ; but, 
in every point of view, it was objectionable. It 
was virtually putting the controul into the hands 
of one man. Besides, this authority of granting 
licences might, through the very ignorance of the 
Secretary of State upon the subject of East India 
affairs, be carried to a very unwise and a danger- 
ous extent. If this clause were to be retained, 
the authority of the Board of Controul might at 
ottce^ be abolished. Upon the impolicy of the 
thing itself, and the inexpediency of casting new 
duties upon the Secretary of State, whose thne 
and attention were scarcely adequate to the dis^ 
charge of the tasks already imposed upon him, 
he should decidedly object to the clause. If the 
Secretary of State was not able to perform his 
owp duties, at present, by reason of their num- 
ber and importance, it would be bard to ex])ect 
of him, that his duties should be better per- 
formed by the addition of a duty, which neither 
his time nor his means of information would ena- 
ble him to perform.' 

His hon. friend had said much upon the suh- 
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ject of the Eastern, I^ijdands. It might be col- 
lected, that in the early part of these debates, b)^ 
(jVJfr, .Hume) stated his, opinion pretty fully with 
respect to the trade to the Eastern Islands : and 
having made a particular enquiry respecting 
them, he had the vanity to think that he had^a 
tolerably correct view of the subject. But with- 
out individual or. local knowledge, the Court had 
only to look to the e^cperience of the last, twenty 
years, in order to s*ce the absolute impossibility 
of any ship going from England and passing 
through the Straits of 6’vnda fo;r the purpo^ c^f 
trading with those Islands: becaujBe the nature 
the commerce, the temper and disposition jpf 
inhabitants,^ the situation of thq islartfjs ;tbem^ 
selves, and above a//, the dangei^ of the n^>vi^ 
gation^ were such, that he was persuaded iip 
trs^dcr from England could ever hope to s'uccp^ 
iu his undertakings in that quarter. But ,he 
could not agree at all with his hon. friend in the 
latter part of his suggestion, that much mischief 
would ensue from the circumstance of English- 
men being “ let loosd' upon the natives. There 
was no occasion to express this apprehension ; for 
every hoy who knew the il/6i/ays,^knew that 
they would take care of themselves.; and all that 
he (Mr. Hume) regretted waps, that the 

^ ^ 2 A 
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would hav^a but too many &cilitioAbf destroying 
Englishnien; and, on thatgroundj be thought 
that their exclusion from the Eastern, Archipelago 
^ould be a wholesome regulation; at leasts it 
would be wise to confine their intercourse in that 
quarter, as much as possible, to Batavia, 

’ Muchliadbeen said about the facility of injuring 
the tea tradey and it was said that a considerable 
degree of smuggling Would follow ; for his own part, 
he ajiprehendcd no danger 0/ that sort. Was it to 
be supposed, that not only the risks of a voyage, 
such as that to India, but almost the certainly of 
seizure and condemnation would have no effect 
in' discouraging a vopge for that purpose ? Let 
this Question be answered. If we had a peace 
to-morrow, whether would it be more difficult to 
luh over a boat to Ostend, and smuggle a cargo 
of tea from thence to this country, or to smuggle 
a cargo of tea directly from the East India settle- 
ments ? Surely the facility of running over a boat 
to the French coast was so obvious, and the diffi- 
culty of smuggling a cargo from thence to this 
country was so little, that the question was at once 
ansWQred. Why should it be supposed, that any 
rational belcg would go to the Eastern islands to 
bring tea home to England, when he would 
thereby not only endanger his ship, but the other 
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cargoes which his sh^ must have on board : ^for it 
could seldom happeO that he should have m 
cargo of tea, merdy^ to the exclusion of oth^ 
articles: now shall it be said that any indivi- 
dual, for the sake of an hundred chests of tea^ 
would risk not only the whole of the property 
in his ship, but the ship itself, and render him- 
self liable to be imprisoned and exchequered, 
when he might run oyer to Ostend in a boat, and 
bring over tea to any amount to England, with- 
out half the risk ? Therefore, for hi# own part, 
in that point of view, he certainly saw no sort of 
danger to the China trade. On the contraiy,. it 
wd\ild follow, that the interests of the Company 
in that payt of the Eastern world, would ^ be 
secure from all the dangers apprehended. 

He thought it scarcely nece^ssary to say any 
thing respecting the subject of investments. 
the Government were to have any controul over 
the investments, he took it for granted that they 
would exercise that controul so as not to compel 
the East India Company to do any thing to the 
injury of their interests in that respect. He was 
convinced they would not, though his Iparned 
and honourable friend said that tlift East India 
Company, in a former Charter, were com[)eIled, 
right or wrong, to their advantage or disadvan- 
2 A 2 
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to take investments. mount of, 
7wiWiow to India. Now, however^ the East India 
Company was as free as ever. If the? Company 
could invest XsoOjOOO to advantage, or if they 
could invest three times ^600,000, in the name 
of God let them do it ; and let them not be mis^ 
led because one million, or than a million, 
was the amount of investmenta! to which they 
were confined before, if they could get 000 
back. All that he understcfod by this power 
was, that if the East India Company shall 
invest gopds on their own account, a statement of 
their goods so invested would be expected ; and 
if it should ctppear to the Board of Controul that 
tbey t«?ei’e carrying on a losing trade, he (Mr. 
HjUtne) would ask any man of sense and consider- 
Btion, whether they ought to be permitted to go 
on ? .But he was not desirous of attributing any 
unworthy notice to this controul. Policy, as 
well as necessity would induce the secession from 
a trade which should turn out to be ruinous ; and 
he was persuaded, that if it should appear that 
the Company were carrying on a losing trade, no 
rationaj being would object to that controul which 
went to stoj^and check it : so far, therefore, from 
its being an objectionable controul, he thought 
it was a most salutary one, as well for jtheAdvan- 
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tege of the Company, as for the general irttefCWs 
of commerce in the^ East. 

Much had been said about the expediency of 
a^controul over the licences to trade to the Com- 
^ny’s possessions: for his own part, he thought 
that in such an extensive concern as that of the 
India Company, which wsis not simply a com- 
mercial body, but an‘exteh8ively political one, it 
was highly expedient that those who were the 
Directors of this concern, the Ministers, should 
be able to give an adequate check to ^ny improper 
licence which might take place. It was a 
check devised for the advantage of the Com- 
pany, whilst, at the same time, it was a com- 
pliance with the public opinion, very little to 
the detriment of the Company's interests,' Ite 
was persuaded, however, that experience would 
justify the propriety of no longer continuing 
that controul : it was, therefore, upon public 
opinion he would be disposed to yield his assent 
ta this controul, and he trusted that no unworthy 
motive would induce an improper controul over, 
or injurious restrictions upon the Company’s 
commercial interests. With that view h^ could 
have no objection to their power, tu interfere to 
a certain extent, as circumstances and the number 
of licences granted should require : |hinkingthen, 



m 


DEBATE AT T6B 


as he did, that it was not only necessary, but that 
it would be productive of advantage, he acknow- 
ledged that he had heard his hon. and learned 
friend with the greatest satisfaction ; and there 
was not an individual present, he was persuaded^ 
who was not convinced by the justice of his ob- 
servations, and the convincing reason of his 
arguments. 

It was certainly to be wished, that the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, whilst 
they were interposing every check they possibly 
could to controul their trade in every thing that 
they thought beneficial to be done, they would 
also extend the same power in order to diminish 
the expenditure of the Company : for he would 
say, that it came ill from them to be promoting, 
as this bill certainly did, a lasting, and he beg- 
gfed to say, the commencement of a very heavy 
and unnecessary expence to all the Company’s 
concerns. He did think that that part of the 
bill which gave them the power of creating eX- 
penc^s without the sanction of the Court of Pro- 
prietors, was highly unjust to the Proprietors 
in general, for it was out of their pockets 
that the increase of cxpence was to be supplied. 
If this power of creating new expences was to 
be permitted,^ and should pass into a it 
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would be without tlt^ concurrence of the Court 
of Proprietors, who were to pay the monies 
to discharge those increased expehces, and 
those additional salaries created for new establish^ 
ments. He confessed that he thought it a mon- 
strous proposition, that the East India Company 
should not be permitted to grant a pension of 
^100 to any man, however meritorious he was 
of such reward, without the controul and sanc- 
tion of the Board W India Affairs; whilst they 
tvere to pay for those new establishments now 
proposed to be created, and were not at all to 
murmur or complain at the commencement of 
an expensive and, he must say, a very unnecessary 
establisbm^t. For if those who were at present 
in India would do their duty, he was convinced 
there xs'ts nO occasion whatever for such an ad- 
dition to the number of servants in the Cona- 
pany’s establishments. Besides which, it was 
never found that by increasing the number of 
assistants they were likely to add to the zeal 
of the several departments. I’herefdre he con- 
curred most heartily with all those who objected 
to that system of expence and commencement 
of expenditure ; first, because it wasjin necessary^ 
and next, because, in the present state of the 
Company’s finances, it would be impossible for 
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them to s^staip^those expenq?s,, potwitbstandiug 
benefits they werq suppo^d to be likely 
to.derive from the China trade ; and notwith- 
Btanding all that could be brought into their 
yearly revenues by general trade and otherwise. 
He was persuaded that the commencement ot 
this expencc would lead the Company into in- 
calculable difficulties, and invplve them in debts 
which it would be impossible for them ever to 
pay. They would go on sfnnually increasing 
their debt, hourly sinking deeper and deeper in 
difficulty and , embarrassment. He called this 
but the commencement of an enormously ex;^ 
pensive establishment, because the sam6 reasons, 
th^t applied, to the addition at all, w:ould hold 
good, for a more extended application of the prin- 
ciple, , It seemed that they were to commence 
wjth having only one Bishop in all India. Now, 
if extent of territory, a numerous population 
and an increasing church establishment, we;e at 
all reasons for adding to the numbers of the hie- 
rarchy, in no case could they he more consis- 
tently urg?d than with respect to India; and 
therefore, he expected that, at no very distant 
time, tliey would be called upon to maintain a 
Bishop in every district, as in England. He 
therefore contended.tl^t it was utterly impossi- 
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Compmf tb go ^afH 4A^li» 
{Ibrtitig eren the ioKNnmeoeeiiiiet^ of ifi^A 
Hffeieh he so stw^ly depirettiydli 
hiid B Borplas rcveikoe, which .cpuM 
itsiofid hy ciirtailing ihm Other :^eilObs. Th^ 
BinfiuBl iievosafe cletriy arise ftom 
iu4)<ls ; for the ti4ife of fni^k woiild nOver 
duce to the ftihthing of profit. Ifc - 

had said this ov^ ^ Bnd the cxi 

pwrience of the la^ tm years trouM amply provtfe 
it The trade to Gfaitia vvias all they had 16 
look to: that was the only sneahs they had 
fceepifig their heads above ehd hilttterh!^ 

them from aiirking. He therefoife, ^ 
things, deprecated the introdaetion of ah^tcdl^ 
aiastical estahK&bment into India, 
fluence and political pcnrer omit of the (fxw^is^ 
li was impolitic and aimocessary ; hut upon tlli 
score of expense, diey o^ght all to ol^t to 
it in the stwjogest manner. He begged to be 
distinctly understood thait it was not in a ns- 
hgious point of view he wished to oppose this 
part of the bill. He felt as warmly as any 
could for the ioteaests of Christianity^ ^ 
ought to be proved that tbe OMpbXty were able 
to austam the expeanse, belblie an *e 9 tabiishineilt ^ 
was put npon tfaertii, whicb^* die hesitated not to 
my/ iwaidd be increased upon die same doctrine 
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3bat it was mtr^jduded at all: they would baye 
thoexain|)le of England follow^ in al] its CburcJ 
^stiibfishmentsA It was in that point of vieWj, 
therefore, that opposed the commenyeipent 
of a system which must be so pppressiye. to 
thfe Company’s means. iMHi^s iVlajesty’s ]^i- 
ilisters had this plarj so heart, they 

ought to find the funds, for, the payment 
or it, but not compel the Corfipany to support 
so expensive an ckabllsl^mentj.when their means 
were scarcely adequate to the rnaintenance of 
their present though necessary establishments. 
But really he saw no necessity for it, (ayen^thoiigh 
the means of the Company were sufficient to,, pover 
ihi^’ expense, ih any religious point of , view. 
M^'Ws sure that an Hierarchy in India could do 
ho^l^nbre for the interests of Christianity than had 
already been effected, and could be^ effected^ .by 
the disinterested zeal of the ministers of the 
church now under the protection of the Com- 
pany’s governments. It could not be complained 
of the Company that they were very penuriou;? 
or parsimonious in their expenses, or that tliey 
were i^ot desirous, as much as possible, to pro- 
vide a liberal remuneration for those from whose 
services they derived any advantage. Therefore, 
before such a system was adopted, he wished 
llis Majesty’s Government to prove that^ose 
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ecclesiastical jiersons alreacly ih jlndia, did ^ 
pro their duty. Tliey ought tc^ make tnsjta par^ 
of their case ; and if that couW be made opt, 
he ha^ no objection that sucH men should be 
sent liotne^* and others who were more faithful 
seht out. tiiit really when the Company had 
those who' Wpiild^flo their^duty, he saw no man- 
ner of reason why\t|^ejj '8)iohld be saddled with 
a double expehs^, because it might suit the 
convenience of His Majesty's Government to 
have such a source of patronage at their dis- 
posal. In another point of view alsb^ he ob- 
iected to this establishment. No man could 
go out in Ihe situation of a bishop, withouthold- 
ih’g the same rank as in this country— a ruj^]| 
quite inconsistent with the policy and govern- 
ment of India. ' . r 

Much had been said of the practices of the 
missionaries in India. A great deal, certainly, 
of it was true, and important to the highest 
degree ; but he was not one of these to say — 
do not permit them to go out to that country. It 
was the policy of the Company to permit every 
man to go out to India whilst he obeyed the 
laws of the country and conducted liira self pro- 
perly as a subject of the state ; and certainly he 
saw r'o r^son for interrupting the course of a^ 
rhs^ who felt disposed ito interest himself ia 

2 B 2 
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the of i^Iigion, provided be feeb 
Cf^tljr, peaceably, and without doling 
td the^ prejudi<^ of those persons he \ 
roii 8 « to convert :! but what be objected to waa 
that ^ it should be made compulsory Upon the 
‘'’'Company ttf promote the religion of the state 
in that oottntry. He;was was quite uh-» 



necessary for him ihfe'eitOntion of those 

gentlemen within tho-bertb the able correspond'* 
eftce wbicli took place between the Govern^ 
naent of Bengal and this Assembly upon this 
very subject. No man who read the letter 
of that government to the Board of pontroul, 
but would be satisfied that the India Company 
w«rd#much disposed as any men could bo to 
afford every facility for the propagation of tlio 
religion of Christ, as long as the exertions to 
do 90 were consistent with public tranquillity 
and they interfered on(y when measures were 
taken wot to profecty but to injlame and persecute ; 
for in his (Mr. Humes) opinion, conversion be.^ 
eaqje persecution when it acquired authority; 
and such was the disposition of the people of 
tiiat immense empire, as eyery bpdy knew who 
was at all acquainted with India, that, without 
authority, the propagators of Christianity would 
do little in the conversion of proselytej^ For 
what, be would ask, had the Company^tecn 
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(king within th* (ait tW9ntj»y«Mn} <' ’Set^^favl 
bSen pKwisg the inbnbitnnU of 1»^ to l»iii»^. 
mumble and in/h«tt idigio^ 

prqudioes. What «wi di^jjhQw btd thcf^ 
dUcovei«iionitbn pwrt of those vctf people, tn 
imbibe doottines of Christinii^ ? Wbal 
revolution of spurttuyd/fiatlieg had broken out to 
give any wel^B»!iMdied:'hop* thet they wouMh 
all at once, be(»a.« xonveits to these doctrioea 
which there aeeoiel to be so much anxiety to 
inculcate ? Why should they be cgcpeoted t» 
be at one time more tractable than at mmthir 9 
The polify of tlm India Company had shewn 
thw iwisdom upon this important sul^eet They 
alwt^ abstained from the illupiinaitioR of thaw 
peac^nl and ha^^y people at the expense' at 
torrents of blood, and religious persecution ^ for 
such must have been dte result of attemptiug to 
con<|uee prejudices so indelibly rooted in a people 
like the native Indians. For bis own pact, he 
must say, whatever might be thoi^t to the 
contrary, s«d whatever cry of prgudioe might 
be raised i^inst him, that there was a muia 
for propagating Christiarai^, amongst a eartaiti 
class of persons.^ No man could tor a moment 
consider the proceedings of the House of Gone* 
mons upon the immense indkitade of petitioaa 
wh^h wwe pimcated from, difieront qpartws’ 
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upon, All' SBmdct, \rtthout b^ing astonished' af 
the' rage fori propagation (iontamed in those 
J^titions, andVithbut feeling' a ‘sentiment of 
indignation at (hose libels and calumnies which 
aotn^ of those petitions contained against the 
character of the He; hel W 

even upon the slare trad^; 'there were not so 
many . petitions to ParlfaftfehV as ^ t^^^ had 
been upon this subject In one day there were 
no less than seventy presented to the House 
of Commons; arid what, he would ask, was 
their prayer ? To convert the Hindds 
" from' their barbarous ^ state of ignorance 
to Watc of civilized humanity.** ' Gooll idfeid t 
v^s 'there an individual, he would 'aslc, ‘aV all 
acquainted with India, who would say that the 
peri]f)Ie of India were not as civilized in all those 
points which constituted civilization, as the peo- 
ple of England itself? Could any man deny 
the quiet and peaceful demeanour of the Hindii ; 
his piety in the doctrines of his own religion ; 

obedience to the laws of his country; his 
humility to his superiors, and his constant atten- 
tion tg and observance of all the decorums of a 
well-regulated society ? Did not these points; 
he Would ask, constitute civilization ? Tor his 
own part, he believed the Hindll would stand at 

the top of the ladder of civilization, and al^t{ie 

/ 



practical virtues that adorn inankiAd^ wb^ 
pared with any part of Europe. | E[e ^herefoy^ 
complained, on the part of the tlindisy pf the. 
gross injustice done to their cha^cter. In pub* 
lie addresses they had been palumniated in thp 
most un‘generou8,;.^nd be must say, unchristian 
like manner ; he, had b^n, himaelf, at public, 
meetings, where :hc,yrjas.i^rcely able to contain 
his indignation at the torrents of abuse lavished 
upon that much iftjured people. It was ridi- 
culous to talk of the Company’s considering it 
their duty to legislate; for the peace and prosper 
rity of 60,000,000 of people, while, in thp same 
momf i]t, the government of the country ^ere 
commending, such measures, at the conspqperipes,^ 
of which, there was not an individual possesp^edg 
of the ordinary feelings of humanity who Wopld, 
not shudder with horror and dismay. 
Company hoped to fix their connexions with, 
the natives of India by the most indissoluble 
ties of friendship and confidence ; and this by e 
reverence for their religious prejudices and respect 
for their institutions : while, on the other handj 
the government of the country are anxious to. 
break down that confidence and destroy that, 
good understanding, which had hitherto sub- 
sisted between the Company and the people, by 
putting down their religious institutions, an^ 
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. Mffastiinijiiig 'iU their etted' iinthntim^ irfaNhi 
thinl 

plet^jr boBtiui^ta th^tf piificiples 
The nature of Ijae CoaQi|siiuy*s ehgagemeDlis with 
4ho9e ^ple fret« sueb, that the^ wm bound 0 
iii{]iport their ralip^, uffhetber ngbt or irron^ 
ftOd lecure to them iovildate tho^e ifiaiitutiont 
banded down to ihetafroili ^ nafliest peiiodft 
of lime. He hoped aOd truftted, that «rer]^ 
rational bemg ia ihia OHintiy would set his btot 
agakst any attempt at any thing like force to 
o^uer the public jwgudiees in that £fnpiit^ 
(Hear I hear 1) If the buaineBS <i cont^sitm 
mis left^ as it ought to be, to the exortkms of 
iiMhvidttals and the peaceful but sincere aeai of 
tNdjr piout pastors, ao long as they confined 
themselvei within the rules of propriety, and 
•ifere obedient to the orders of 'the goternincnt* 
he saw no harm in Such persons being suffered 
to proceed in their pious work : perhaps there 
might be much good \ but he was afraid the ba^ 
iaiM^ of evU would so preponderate as to gira 
Ih&e inducement to the ostensible countenance 
of auicfa prooeedingB by tlae goverammt. In all 
fventi, he deprecated k the strongest manner, 
the intpodnetion of bishops a«Kl archdeaconsi 
imiito that measure at once indicated tiie stamp 
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